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holily,” Christ’s merits might suffice; but it reads, “Be holy,” and that means inherent, holy 
dispositions. Or if it read, “Become holy,” their gradual approach to the ideal would inspire 
them with hope. But it reads inexorably, “Be holy,” and that causes their wounded souls to 
fear. 

Not as tho every believer is troubled on this account. Alas! many scarcely ever, and the 
large majority never, give the matter any thought. So long as they have reconciliation and 
satisfaction, including finished good works, preached to them, they are at rest. Their fleshly 
nature is quite well satisfied with this. But there are others, more thoughtful and of tenderer 
conscience, who do not accept the “wide gate and the broad way“ thus opened to their souls, 
but who believe the word: “Strait is the gate and narrow the way.” (Matt. vii. 14) To them 
it reads; “Be holy”; and there can be no rest or comfort for the conscience until they are re- 
conciled with that word. 

Hence we say that it is not enough that Christ has obtained sanctification, that the Holy 
Spirit imparts it, but also that Christ guarantees it to us, not once, but, forever; so that 
whenever we appear before the Holy One we may be actually holy in Christ. 


And this is the blessed comfort of the Word, that Christ Himself is our sanctification. 
As in fallen Adam his descendants have the fearful certainty that their nature is wholly un- 
clean, so in the risen Christ, His redeemed have the glorious guaranty that in Him they shall 
be completely holy. 

This is the mystery of the Vine and the branches, and of the profound word: “Now are 
ye clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” (John xv. 3) As our Surety He 
assures us hereby: (1) that the holy disposition once created in us, altho temporarily over- 
whelmed by sin, can never be lost; (2) that Christ’s form, of which there is but a small begin- 
ning in us, shall attain full perfection before we enter the New Jerusalem; (3) that as our 
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VIII. Sanctification in Fellowship with Immanuel 


Surety He appears before the Father in our behalf, having deposited in the treasury of His 
merits all that we still lack, in our name. In this knowledge the troubled soul finds rest. 


Let us be careful that the precious vessel in which God presents to us this grace remains 
intact, for the sinner can suffice with nothing less. 

But we should also be careful to avoid the other extreme, which, under the plea that 
Christ is our sanctification, denies the work of the Holy Spirit in the soul. The supporters 
of this view concede that Christ is our sanctification, that the Holy Spirit works in us, and 
that good works are the result, but in such a way that our own person as such remains just 
as wicked and unprofitable as heretofore. To be regenerate or not, believing or unbelieving, 
is all the same. The only difference between the two is, that independently of our own person, 
and against our will, the Holy Spirit makes us walk unconsciously in the way of life. 

This pernicious teaching opposes Rom. vii. and the Confession of the Reformed churches. 
The apostle does not say that his desires and inclinations are still wicked, and that the Holy 
Spirit performs good works independently of him and yet by him; but he grieves that, while 
his desire is in sympathy with the divine will and wills the good, evil is still present. In sim- 
ilar sense the Catechism teaches that man is inclined to all evil so long as he is not born 
again, but no longer. For the quickening of the new man consists in a “sincere joy of heart 
in God, through Christ, and with love and delight to live according to the will of God” (q. 
90). 

And the soul of the unconverted is not so disposed. Hence the difference between the 
two is so great that the gulf of heaven and hell yawns between them. 

It may therefore be profitable to our readers to lay before them once more the Confession 
of the Reformed theologians of the churches of Switzerland, Germany, England, and the 
Netherlands on this point (1619). 

They confessed: “That the Holy Spirit pervades the inmost recesses of the man; He opens 
the closed and softens the hardened heart, and circumcises that which was uncircumcised; 
infuses new qualities into the will, which, tho heretofore dead, He quickens; from being evil, 
disobedient, and refractory, He renders it good, obedient, and pliable; actuates and 
strengthens it, that, like a good tree, it may bring forth the fruits of good actions” (third 
section, fourth Head of Doctrine, art. 11). 

And this glorious work is, according to the unanimous Confession of the Reformed 
churches, performed in the following manner: “That the Lord does not take away the will 
and its properties, neither does violence thereto; but spiritually quickens, heals, corrects, 
and at the same time sweetly and powerfully bends it; that where carnal rebellion and resist- 
ance formerly prevailed, a ready and sincere spiritual obedience begins to reign; in which 
the true and spiritual restoration and freedom of our will consist” (third section, fourth 
Head of Doctrine, art. 16). 
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IX. Implanted Dispositions. 


IX. 


Implanted Dispositions. 
“Perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.”—2 Cor. vii. 1. 


To deny that the Holy Spirit creates new dispositions in the will is equivalent to a return 
to Romish error; even tho Rome argues the matter in a different way. 

Rome denies the total corruption of the will by sin; that its disposition is wholly evil. 
Hence, the will of the sinner not being wholly useless, it follows: (1) that the regenerate does 
not need the implanting of a new disposition; (2) that in this respect there is no difference 
between the regenerate and the unregenerate. They who introduce into the Reformed 
churches this and similar teachings ought to consider that they impair one of the foundations 
of the Reformation, and, however unintentionally, lead us back to Rome. 

The principal question in this controversy is: whether man is something or nothing. 

If man is absolutely nothing, as some fondly proclaim; then God can not work in him; 
for He can not work in nothing. In nothing one can make nothing. In nothing nothing can 
be implanted. To nothing nothing can cleave. Nothing can not be a channel for anything. 
If man is nothing, there can be neither sin nor justification, for the sin of nothing is nothing; 
and nothing is no sin. Nothing can not be born again, or be converted, or share the glory 
of the children of God. And if there is no sin, there is no need of a Savior to atone for sin; 
for to atone for nothing is no atonement. Then there is no need of discussing sanctification 
at all. This shows that the idea that man is nothing can not be taken in the absolute sense. 
Since man is a being, he must be something; and they who maintain that he is nothing show 
by their actions that they consider themselves far from nothing. 

But if we put it, “Man is nothing before God,” it becomes at once intelligible. Then every 
good Christian subscribes to it unconditionally; he mourns only that it is so hard to become 
nothing before God; and with all the saints he prays that he may more sincerely deny himself, 
die to himself, and know himself as nothing before God. Measured by God, man has no 
value. All his endeavor to be something before God is ridiculous folly. Every pulpit ought 
to cast down, as with trumpet-tones, every mountain of pride, and humble man before God, 
so that, feeling himself a mere drop in the bucket—yea, less than nothing—he may find rest 
in the adoration of the divine Majesty. 

Before God man is not anything, not even the regenerate man; but in His hand, by His 
ordinance, and in His estimation, he is so great that “God crowns him with glory and honor,” 
loves him as His child, makes him an heir of the heavenly bliss, and invites him to spend 
eternity with Him. 

These two may never be confounded; man’s absolute nothingness before God may 
never be applied to man as an instrument in God’s hand. And man’s mighty significance as 
God’s instrument may never tend to make him the merest something before God as a being. 
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So we oppose pantheistic Mysticism and deadly Pelagianism.. 

The essential mistake of the latter is, that it gives man as such a certain standing before 
God, and refuses to acknowledge that even the most learned and most excellent, whose 
breath is in his nostrils, “Yea, wherein is he to be esteemed?” is less than nothing before 
God. And false Mysticism is that injurious tendency of the human mind which, in all ages 
and among all nations, for the sake of being nothing before God, denies man’s significance 
even as God’s instrument. In its writings it is reiterated that before God man is nothing, 
that in God he disappears and loses himself, that God absorbs him. And this being absorbed 
is pushed so far that nothing remains to which sin or guilt can be ascribed. And thus the 
consciousness of responsibility and the conception of imputability were lost. Christian men, 
carried away by the fascination of being nothing, have sung hymns and preached sermons 
very acceptable to the Buddhists of India, but entirely outside of the pale of Christianity. 

Man as God’s instrument is significant indeed. In creating him from nothing He created, 
not nothing, but something; and that something was so important that all creatures made 
before him pointed to him; in Paradise he alone was the bearer of the divine image. 
Dominion over all the earth was given to him; he is even to judge the angels. “The Son as- 
sumed the nature, not of angels, but of man.” 

To say that this means that man is only a mirror reflecting the divine nature is the vain 
effort of this sickly mysticism to reconcile man’s significance with its own pantheistic theories. 
The Scripture teaches, not that God reflects something in us, but that He imparts it to us. 
The love of God by the Holy Spirit is shed abroad in our hearts. The Lord makes us His 
temple and enters therein. A divine seed is placed in the soul. Pure water is sprinkled upon 
us. The Scripture uses many other images to warn us against the false theory that denies the 
inherent disposition in the soul and reduces man to a mere looking-glass. The branch is not 
a reflection of the vine, but grows from the trunk bearing leaf and cluster. A child is not a 
mere mirror of the father, but a being possessed of life and quality. An enemy is not one 
who merely fails to reflect correctly, but a being endowed with real existence. 

To make man, even as God’s instrument, a mere mirror in principle denies sin, destroys 
the sense of responsibility, and changes actual life into the fancies of a dream. 


The Scripture teaches on this point that before God man is nothing; that only through 
God man is something; and that all inherent and acquired goodness comes only from the 
Fountain of all good. And, following in the steps of the Reformed fathers, we must maintain 
this doctrine. But to deny man’s real and peculiar being is inconsistent with Scripture and 
with the Confession. 

Thus escaping from the chaos of a false mysticism, and returning to the purified and 
ordained truth, we find no more difficulty in sanctification. Of course, if God’s child is but 
a polished mirror, then they who deny the inherent, holy disposition are right, and such 
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disposition is out of the question. As a mirror, man is dead, and all that can be seen in him 
is but a faint and passing reflection of the image of God. But if man, as God’s instrument, 
has being of his own kind, it is natural that besides being, God gave him also qualities. A 
being without qualities is unthinkable. There are qualities in every sphere: in the material 
world, for man eats, drinks, walks, and sleeps; in the intellectual world, for he thinks, judges, 
and decides; in matters of taste, for he judges things to be beautiful, ugly, or indifferent; 
and in the moral world, for his desires are righteous or unrighteous, noble or base, good or 
evil. 

And these qualities differ in different men. One loves food which another abhors. The 
judgment of one is blunt, and of another sharp. One calls handsome what another calls 
unsightly; good, what another deems evil. Hence there must be a difference in men’s essential 
conditions, which may spring from their respective tempers, education, occupations, etc. 
Some men have these differences in common. Men of one group do not consider cursing 
sinful, but rather seem to enjoy it; those of another abhor it and protest against it. This 
proves that between these two there must be a difference of something; for without a different 
cause there can be no different effect. And this difference which causes some men to enjoy 
cursing and others to abhor it is called the disposition of a man’s personality. 

It may be holy or unholy, but never indifferent. Being corrupt and unholy in unregenerate 
human nature, it can not be holy in the regenerate unless God create it in them. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh. All our running and racing, toiling and slaving, can not create 
in us a holy disposition. God alone can do that. As He has the power by regeneration to 
change the root of life, so can He also by sanctification change the disposition of the affections. 
And He could have done this at once, just as in regeneration, by making our nature at once 
perfect in all its dispositions; but He that giveth no account of any of His matters has not 
been pleased to do so. 

Of course, He delivers His child at once from the bondage of sin; but as a rule the 
sanctification of his dispositions is gradual except in deceased infants elect, and men con- 
verted on their deathbed. In all others the implanting of holy dispositions goes step by step, 
sometimes even with temporal relapse. Without this increase in Christ there can be no 
sanctification; and the soul that falls short of sanctification, what ground has it to glory in 


its election? 
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X. 


Perfect in Parts, Imperfect in Degrees. 
And the very God of peace sanctify, you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. — 1 Thess. v. 23. 


The Scriptural doctrine that sanctification is a gradual process perfected only in death 
must be maintained clearly and soberly: first, in opposition to the Perfectionist, who says 
that saints may be ”wholly sanctified” in this life; secondly, to those who deny the implanting 
of inherent holy dispositions in God’s children. 

It should be noticed, therefore, that Sacred Scripture distinguishes sanctification, imper- 
fect in degrees, and sanctification perfect in parts. A normal infant, tho small, is a perfect 
human being. Of course it must grow, but it has all the parts of the human body. The mental 
faculties can not be examined, but the bodily members are obviously perfect and complete. 
The head may not be covered with hair, various members may be still incomplete, but that 
does not impair its perfection: in a small beginning the constituent parts and members are 
all present. Hence the child is called perfect in parts. 

Yet it is not perfect in degrees, i.e., it has not attained its full growth. It must grow and 
increase in every respect. And this is a slow and imperceptible progress. A garment fitting 
perfectly at night is never too small in the morning. One night’s growth is imperceptible. 
Yet we grow and increase; and until death’s hour the body changes constantly. And this 
increase and the subsequent decrease of old age affect all the parts equally. It never happens 
that a child’s arm grows, but not his leg, that his neck expands, while the head remains small. 
This gradual increase is the expanding force of an inherent vital principle, pervading all 
the members and every part. 

This applies to the children of God in the second birth even more forcibly, for in the 
divine kingdom are no deformities; all proceed from the hand of their Creator a perfect 
creation. This perfection is in the parts, i.e., they have what essentially belongs to them. And 
every member is internally animated and wrought upon from one vital principle, by the 
Holy Spirit, in such a way that all the parts are affected by it spontaneously. Hence in sanc- 
tification holy desires and inclinations must spring from that internal, vital principle in the 
parts and pervade every member. 

In this sense sanctification is a perfect work; not externally, but on God’s part, in that 
He causes the sanctifying principle to affect every member. He does not first sanctify the 
will, then the understanding, or first the soul and then the body; but His work embraces the 
entire new man at once. 

But sanctification is imperfect in the degree of its development. When for ten years God 
has wrought in us, the holy desire must be much stronger than in the beginning. This is the 
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result of growth, of gradual increase, despite many ups and downs, almost imperceptible. 
Hence there are steps, ascending from less to more with reference to the new man; and des- 
cending from more to less in the dying of the old; but in both a gradual change, ever farther 
from Satan and nearer to God. 

"Perfect in parts, imperfect in degrees,” as our godly fathers used to say, by which they 
illustrated the second birth by comparing it with the first; and in this they simply followed 
Scripture; which places the perfection of God’s gift alongside the imperfection of our 
gradual increase. The Catechism expresses it as follows: “Even the holiest men, while in this 
life, have only small beginnings of this obedience; yet so that with a sincere resolution they 
begin to live not only according to some, but to all, the commandments of God” (q. 114). 
St. Paul says that “Christ has given some pastors and some teachers, for the perfecting of 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all come 
in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephes. iv. 12). In 2 Cor. x. 15 he hopes 
to be enlarged among them when their faith shall be increased. To the Colossians he writes: 
“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col. i. 10). To the Thessalonians: “Your faith 
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth” 
(2 Thess. i. 3). The psalmist sings that “the righteous shall flourish as a palm-tree”; and St. 
Paul says to Timothy, his son in Christ: “Give thyself wholly to these things, that thy perfect- 
ing may appear to all” (1 Tim. iv. 15). From his own experience the apostle testifies: “Not 
as tho I had already attained, but I follow after if that I may apprehend.” And writing to the 
Corinthians, he draws a picture of the fruit of sanctification, saying: “But we all are changed 
unto the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 


But we should not fall in the common error of applying to sanctification what Scripture 
teaches concerning the “Children” and the “perfect.” This causes confusion. Speaking of 
different classes of believers, Scripture recognizes the fact that there are different degrees. 
This appears most clearly from St. John’s first epistle (ii. 12-14), where he addresses believers 
as “young men” and as “fathers,” evidently with reference to their age, for he places the latter 
as more mature in spiritual experience above the former. In Heb. v. 13, 14, St. Paul distin- 
guishes the “perfect” who use strong meat, and the “babes” who depend upon milk. To the 
Corinthians: “Brethren, I could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,” 
i.e., to those who can not bear meat, but who must still be fed with milk (1 Cor. iii. 11ff:). 
That these words relate to sanctification is evident from what follows: “For ye are yet carnal, 
whereas there is among you envying and strife (ver. 3). Of himself he testifies: “When I was 
a child I understood as a child; but when I became a man I put away childish things” (1 Cor. 
xiii. 11). He exhorts the Ephesians (iv. 14): “Be no more children tossed to and fro with 
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every wind of doctrine”; and among the Philippians he distinguishes the perfect and the not 
perfect, saying: “Let us, therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded” (iii. 15). 

Hence the apostle evidently distinguished two classes of believers: those whose condition 
is normal, and those who are still in a preliminary condition. Scripture designates the former 


» « 


as “perfect,” “adults,” “men and fathers” to whom belongs the strong meat; the latter as 
“babes,” “young men” who still use the milk. 

Now the question arises whether the transition from the former unto the latter is the 
same as the gradual increase of sanctification. Generally the answer is affirmative; but 
Scripture answers it negatively, for reasons as clear as daylight. Convincing proof we find 
in Phil. iii. 12-15. In verse 12 St. Paul says, “I am not yet perfect”; and directly after that (ver. 
15), and in the same connection, he puts himself just as distinctly among the perfect; yea, 
he offers himself even as their example. 

It is evident that when St. Paul, under the direct leading of the Holy Spirit, declares in 
the same moment that he is not yet perfect, and that he is perfect, yea, the example of the 
perfect, the word “perfect” may not be taken in the same sense in both cases; in the one it 
must have a different meaning from that in the other. 

They who believe in gradual sanctification should not appeal to this and similar passages 
to support their doctrine. Such misapplication of Scripture is grist for the mill of the Perfec- 
tionists, who with good reason reply: “The apostles were evidently acquainted with saints 
‘wholly sanctified’ like ourselves.” 


And what is the difference? 

A child and a man are not the same; the latter is physically full grown, the former is not. 
The latter having attained manhood enters upon the new process of becoming nobler, more 
refined, inwardly stronger. The oak continues to grow until it has attained its full height, 
which process covers many years. But this is not the end of its development. On the contrary, 
it does not begin to acquire its iron qualities until it is full grown. The child is sent to school 
for the exercise of its powers. Having passed through successive institutions, and being 
graduated from the highest, he receives his diploma which declares that his education is 
finished and that he is ready to enter upon his life’s career; i.e., his education is finished so 
far as the school is concerned. But this does not imply that he has nothing more to learn. 
On the contrary, only now are his eyes opened to see the reality and actual condition of 
things. His education is finished, and yet he only begins to learn. 

And the same applies to those whom Scripture calls “perfect.” A new convert should 
first go to school, and not, after the practise of Methodism,” be directly put to work to convert 


9 For the author’s sense in which he takes Methodism, see section 5 of the Preface.—Trans. 
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others as a perfect believer. He is only a babe, says the apostle, a partaker of milk; and a 
babe can not be expected to assist as midwife or nurse in the spiritual birth of other babes. 

It is the great mistake of many Sunday-schools to make sucking lambs do the work of 
ewes; of neglecting to feed the new-born babes with spiritual knowledge and discipline. And 
the insane notion, which is gaining ground more and more, that a young man who has 
evinced but a slight stir of spiritual life must be promoted at once to the state of the mature 
Christian, brings destruction upon the Church. This is why so few inquire after the truth, 
or seek to enrich themselves with spiritual knowledge; why the spiritual life seems to consist 
only of running and racing until, spiritually exhausted and impoverished, men sit down 
bitterly disappointed. This makes unhealthy Christians, spiritually consumptive, tall and 
thin, with glittering eye and hectic cheek, but without manly, strength and vigorous pulse. 
Of course, such can not resist the whirlwind of strange teachings without being carried 
about with every wind of doctrine. 

Wherefore we repeat that a new-born babe must first be fed with milk; then be sent to 
school, not to teach, but to learn. And the ministers of the Word in the pulpit, parents at 
home, and teachers in our Christian schools should examine themselves whether they un- 
derstand the art of feeding the babes with milk, whether in the teaching the bread is not too 
heavy, whether they have not forgotten that there are sucking lambs in the flock. 

Of course, the time will come when the suckling will be able to digest solid food. 
Knowledge will accumulate, and by and by his education be finished. And then it would be 
exceedingly foolish not to go on to perfection, but to withhold solid food, and to continue 
to feed all the members of the church alike on milk. Such a course would soon empty the 
church. Men provided with spiritual teeth can not live on such diet. The preaching which 
is always laying the first foundations kills both preacher and people. 

Hence there is a time in the life of the saint when this first process of growth is finished; 
when believers, having become men, take their place among the mature and perfect. And 
in this sense we hear the apostle say: “I do not belong to the babes in their mother’s lap, nor 
to the children at school, but to the adults and the perfect whose education is finished. But, 
O brethren, do not think that Iam perfect inwardly, for I have not yet attained; but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” 

We see the same difference in plant and animal, in the natural and spiritual birth. There 
is first a growth to attain the full stature, then only the real development begins which in 
the children of God is the unfolding of the holy disposition in their own person. 
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XI. 


The Pietist and the Perfectionist. 
“He chastens us for our profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness.” —Heb. xii. 
10. 


Sanctification is a gracious work of God, whereby in a supernatural way He gradually 
divests from sin the inclinations and dispositions of the regenerate and clothes them with 
holiness. 

Here we meet a serious objection which deserves our careful attention. To the superficial 
observer, the spiritual experience of God’s children seems diametrically opposed to this 
professed gift of sanctification. One says: “Can it be that for more than ten years I have been 
the subject of a divine operation whereby my desires and inclinations were divested of sin 
and clothed with holiness? If this is the Gospel, then I belong not to the Lord’s redeemed; 
for in myself I perceive scarcely any progress; I only know that my first love has become 
cold and that the inward corruption is appalling. Some dream of progress, but I discover in 
myself scarcely anything but backsliding. No gain but loss, is the sad footing-up of the ac- 
count. My only hope is Immanuel my Surety.” 

While the experience of a broken heart vents its grief in this way, others exhort us not 
to encourage spiritual pride. They say: “We should not foster spiritual pride in God’s children, 
for by nature they are already thus inclined. What is more conducive to spiritual pride than 
the conceit of an ever-advancing holiness? Is not holiness the highest and most glorious at- 
tainment? Is it not our comprehensive prayer to be made partakers of His holiness? And 
would you have these souls imagine that, since they were converted a number of years ago, 
they have attained already a considerable degree of this divine perfection? Would you give 
license to older Christians to feel themselves above their younger brethren? Holiness wants 
to be noticed; hence you incite them to a display of their good works. What is this but to 
cultivate a spirit of Pharisaism? 


We may not rest until this objection of the sensitive conscience is entirely removed. 

Not as tho we could escape all dangers of Pharisaism. This would silence every exhorta- 
tion to holy living. Light without shadows is impossible; the shadows disappear only in ab- 
solute darkness. In the days of the ancient Pharisee, Jerusalem, compared with Rome and 
Athens, was a God-fearing city. Pharisaism was never more bold than in the days of Jesus. 
And history shows that the danger of Pharisaism has always been least in the Romish and 
greatest in the Reformed churches; and among the latter, it is strongest where the name of 
God is most exalted. Godliness is impossible without the shadow of Pharisaism. The 
brighter the light and glory of the former, the darker the shadow of the latter. To escape 
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Pharisaism altogether one must descend into the lowest pest-holes of society, where nothing 
bridles the passions of men. 

And this is natural. Pharisaism is not a common corruption, but the mildew of the 
noblest fruit the earth ever saw—viz., godliness. The circles that are free from Pharisaism 
also lack the highest good; how, then, could it decay there? And the circles in which this 
danger is greatest are the very circles in which the highest good is known and exalted. 


But, apart from this aimless skirmishing with the Pharisaic phantom, the scruple men- 
tioned above has our heartiest sympathy. If it were true that sanctification so impressed the 
soul as to incite it to pride, it could not be the real article; for of all unholiness pride is the 
most abominable. It is David’s sweet and sincere supplication: “Keep back thy servant also 
from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me; then shall I be upright and 
shall be innocent from the great transgressions.” (Psalm xix. 13) The fundamental conception 
of grace is so intimately connected with the idea of becoming a little child, and its gift is so 
strongly conditioned upon a humble disposition, that the gift which encourages spiritual 
pride can not be a gift of grace. 

But we are confident that the doctrine of sanctification, as presented in these pages ac- 
cording to the Holy Scripture, has nothing in common with this caricature. Since in Paradise 
sin sprang from the first satanic incitement to pride, and all spiritual and carnal unholiness 
still grows from that poisonous root, it is evident that the first effect of the implanted, holy 
disposition must be the humbling of this pride, the pulling down of this stronghold; and at 
the same time the quickening of a humble, meek, and childlike spirit. 

The idea that sanctification consists in inspiring the saint with horror for gross and 
outward sins, without a previous breaking down of self-conceit, is unscriptural and opposed 
by the Reformed churches. The Scripture teaches that the Holy Spirit never applies sancti- 
fication to the believer without attacking all his sins at once. “A sincere resolution to live 
not only according to some, but to all the commandments of God” (Heidelberg Catechism). 

Of all sins pride is the most accursed, for in all its manifestations it is the transgression 
of the first commandment. Hence real and divinely wrought sanctification is inconceivable 
without, first of all, destroying pride, and creating a humble, quiet, self-distrusting, and 
childlike disposition. 

And this solves the whole difficulty. He who fears that gradual sanctification will lead 
to pride and self-conceit confounds its human counterfeit with the real work divinely 
wrought. Wherefore, with this objection, he must attack the hypocrite, and not us. 

However, a wrong interpretation of what the Scripture calls “flesh” might suggest it. If 
“flesh” signifies sensual inclinations and bodily appetites, and sanctification consisted almost 
entirely in warring against these sins, sanctification thus understood might be accompanied 
by an increase of spiritual pride. But by sinful “flesh” the Scripture denotes the entire man, 
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body and soul, including sins which are spiritual as well as sensual; hence sanctification 
aims at once at the change of man’s spiritual and sensual inclinations, and first of all at his 
tendency to pride. 


In the preceding article we said that sanctification included a descent as well as an ascent. 
When the Lord raises us, we also descend. There is no rising of the new man without a death 
of the old; and every attempt to teach sanctification without doing full justice to both is 
unscriptural. 

We oppose, therefore, the attempts of the Pietist and of the Perfectionist, who say that 
they have nothing more to do with the old man, that nothing remains in them to be mortified, 
and that all that is required of them is to hurry the growth of the new man. And we equally 
oppose the opposite; which admits the dying of the old man, but denies the rising of the 
new, and that the soul receives all that it lacks. 

Every true and lasting conversion, according to our Catechism, must manifest itself in 
these two parts, viz., a mortification of the old man, and a rising of the new, in equal propor- 
tions. 

And in answer to the question, “What is the mortification of the old man?” the Heidel- 
berg Catechism answers, “A gradual decrease,” for it says: “It is a sincere sorrow of heart 
that we have provoked God by our sins; and more and more to hate and flee from them.” 
While the quickening of the new man is expressed just as positively: “It is a sincere joy of 
heart in God through Christ, and with love and delight to live according to the will of God 
in all good works“—a declaration that is repeated in the answer of the 115th question, which 
thus describes this mortification: “That all our lifetime we may learn more and more to 
know our sinful nature”; and which speaks of the quickening of the new man as “becoming 
more and more conformable to the image of God.” 

Hence there are two parts, or rather two aspects of the same thing: (1) the breaking 
down of the old man; (2) a growing conformity to the divine image. 

To mortify and to quicken, to kill and to make alive, more and more—this is, according 
to the Confession of the fathers, the work of the Triune God in sanctification. 


Sin is not merely the “lack of righteousness.” As soon as righteousness, goodness, and 
wisdom disappear, unrighteousness, evil, and folly take their place. As God implanted in 
man the first three named, so does sin not merely rob him of them, but it puts the last three 
in their place. Sin did not only kill in Adam the man of God, but also quickened in him the 
man of sin; hence sanctification must effect in us the very opposite. It must mortify that 
which sin has quickened, and quicken that which sin has mortified. 

If this rule is thoroughly understood, there can be no confusion. Our idea of sanctification 
necessarily corresponds to our idea of sin. They who consider sin as a mere poison, and 
deny the loss of original righteousness, are Pietists; they ignore the mortification of the old 
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man, and always busy themselves adorning the new. And they who say that sin is the loss 
of original righteousness, and deny its positive, evil effects, are inclined to Antinomianism, 
and reduce sanctification to a fancied emancipation from the old man, rejecting the rising 
of the new. 

Of course, this touches the doctrine of the old man and the new. 

The representation that the soul of the converted is an arena where the two are engaged 
in a hand-to-hand fight is incorrect, and has not a single satisfactory text for its support. 
We reject the two following representations: that of the Antinomian, who says: “The believing 
ego is the new man in Christ Jesus; I am not responsible for the old man, the personal, sinful 
ego; he may sin as much as he please”; and the representation of the Pietist, who considers 
him still the old man, partly renewed, and who is always busy to remodel him. These two 
do not belong to Christ’s Church. 

The Scripture teaches, not that the old man is sanctified by being changed into the new; 
but that the old man must be mortified until nothing of him remains. Neither does it teach 
that in regeneration a small part only of the old man is renewed—the remainder to be 
patched up gradually—but that an entirely new man is implanted. 

This is of greatest importance for the right understanding of these holy things. Sin 
wrought in us an old man, the body of sin: not merely a part, but the whole, with all that 
belongs to him, body and soul. Hence that old man must die, and the Pietist with all his 
works of piety can never galvanize a single muscle in his body. He is altogether unprofitable, 
and must perish under his just condemnation. 

In like manner God graciously regenerates in us a new creature, which is also a complete 
man. Therefore we may not take the new man as the gradual restoration of the old. The two 
have nothing in common but the mutual basis of the same personality. The new does not 
spring from the old, but supersedes him. Being only in the germ, he may be buried in the 
newly regenerate, but he will arise and then God’s work appears gloriously. God is his Author, 
Creator, and Father. Not the old man, but the new man cries out: “Abba, Father!” 


However, our ego is related to the dying old man and the rising new man. The ego of a 
non-elect person is identified with the old man; they are the same. But in the consummation 
of the heavenly glory, the ego of God’s children is identified with the new man. 

But during the days of our earthly life this is not so. The new man of an unregenerate, 
but elect person exists apart from him, but hid in Christ. He is still wedded to his old man. 
But in regeneration and conversion God dissolves this unholy marriage, and He unites his 
ego to the new man. Yet, despite all this, he is not yet rid of the old man. Before God and 
the law, from the viewpoint of eternity, he may be so considered, but not actually and really. 

And this is the cause of the conflict within and without. All evil ties are not dissolved 
at once, and all holy ties are not united at once. By the mystic union with Christ the child 
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of God actually possesses the entire new man, even tho he should die to-morrow; but he 
has not yet the enjoyment of it. Being weaned to the new man before God, he is, by a painful 
process, yet to die to the old man, and by divine grace the new man is to be raised in him. 
And this is his sanctification: the dying of the old and the rising of the new, by which God 
increases and we decrease. Blessed manifestation of faith! 
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XII. 


The Old Man and the New. 
“That we being dead unto sin should 
live unto righteousness.” —1 Peter iv. 24. 


The Psalmist sings: “They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion ap- 
peareth before God.” (Psalm lxxxiv. 7) We must maintain this glorious testimony, altho our 
own experience often seems to contradict it. Not experience, but the Scripture, teaches us 
divine truth; nor is it as tho the procedure of the divine operation in our own heart could 
differ from the testimony of the Sacred Scripture, but that our experience often interprets 
our real spiritual condition incorrectly. 

Our knowledge of self is very small. The plummet of our self-consciousness scarcely 
reaches below the surface, while God’s holy eye penetrates the waters of the soul to the very 
bottom. We are ignorant of much that takes place in the soul, and what we perceive of it 
often presents itself to our consciousness as different from what it is in reality. If our self- 
knowledge were perfect, the testimony of our spiritual experience would be as reliable as 
that of the Scripture. But this not being so, not even among God’s children, spiritual exper- 
ience, tho helpful, may never weaken the Word of God. Hence, tho we discover in ourselves 
an ever-growing weakness, the Scripture testimony is still sure: “They go from strength to 
strength.” 

But who goes from strength to strength? Surely not the old man. It may not be said that 
regeneration effected a change in him which is constantly increasing, which enables him to 
make such commendable progress that by divine help he will probably succeed in the end. 
This is not so. Scripture teaches that the old man is dead, condemned to die forever; that 
he is incorrigible and can not be restored, saved, or reconciled. He is hopelessly lost. And 
instead of gradually becoming himself again he must be crucified, slain, and buried. Instead 
of expecting anything good of him, it should be our glory to die to him and be rid of him. 

Neither does the new man go from strength to strength. He is not being put together 
little by little until he can stand on his own legs; but, since we are to live forever in the new 
creature, it must be a real man born in us. And as such he can not increase nor decrease; he 
only slumbers in the germ and must arise. 

But my person, as by faith I stand in Christ, must go from strength to strength. That 
person was once born in the old man, and therefore was born in trespasses and sin, and is 
a child of wrath by nature. And he would never have come out and escaped from the old 
man of himself. That he could not do. He was identified with the old man so completely 
that the latter was his very ego. He had no other life or existence. But in regeneration a 
change took place. By this divine act our person is in principle detached from his former 
ego in the old man. The root was notched and, by the constant action of storm and gravita- 
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tion, the severed parts separated more and more. Our person is no longer identified with 
the old man, but opposes him. Even tho he succeeds in enticing us again to sin, even in the 
yielding we do not what we will, but what we hate. Only hear what St. Paul says: “The good 
which I would I do not, but the evil which I would not that I do. Now, if I do that I would 
not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” (Rom vii. 19, 20) 

Wherefore the child of God must not be identified with the old man after regeneration, 
for this opposes the plain teaching of the Word. He is the old man no more, but wars against 
him. As God’s child he is become the new man—not in part, but wholly. “Old things are 
passed away, behold all things are become new.”!° In this, and nothing less, is cause of his 
glorying. His person is passed from death into life. He is translated from the kingdom of 
darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. He is so fully identified with the new man 
that, while still living in this world, he is already set with Christ in heaven, where his citizen- 
ship is, and where his life is hid with Christ in God. 


If the word of the Psalmist does not refer to the old man nor to the new, to whom, then, 
does it refer? The Scripture answers: to believers, their person, their ego, which, being detached 
from the old man and opposing him, is identified with the new. They go from strength to 
strength. It is true the use of “ego” in both senses is apt to confuse one; yet St. Paul does the 
same thing. He says “I” and “not I “: “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” (Gal. ii. 20) 
The same person who fell in Adam and out of Adam received the old man with whom for 
a time he was identified, is now changed, translated, and risen with Christ; out of Christ he 
received a new man, and with that new man he is being more and more identified. Hence 
he goes from strength to strength. 

This identification of our person with the new man is, immediately after regeneration, 
still very slight; while we are so thoroughly bound to the old man, with almost all the fibers 
of our being, that it seems as tho he were still our very self. But by the operation of the Holy 
Spirit we gradually die to the old man, and at the same time the new man is quickened in 
us more and more. And, since both the dying of the old and the gradual rising of the new 
man are profitable to our person, the Holy Spirit testifies concerning His own work that 
we, God’s children, go from strength to strength until every one of us in Zion appeareth 
before God. It refers not only to our growing into the new man, but just as much to our 
gradual deliverance from the dying old man. In both it is the same working; hence both afford 
us increase of strength. 


We consider first the dying of the old man as far as it relates to sanctification. 
This dying has no reference to our own activity, alluded to by the office of baptism, 
“That we manfully fight and overcome sin and the devil and all his dominion”; on the con- 


10 [2 Cor. v. 17] 
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trary, it refers to the fruit of the cross of Christ. The question, “What further benefit do we 
receive from the sacrifice and death of Christ on the cross?” the Reformed Church answers: 
“That by virtue thereof our old man is crucified, and buried with Him; that so the corrupt 
inclinations of the flesh may no more reign in us” (Heidelberg Catechism, q. 43). Hence the 
dying of the old man is not the fruit of our labor; but Christ accomplishes it in us by virtue 
of His cross through the Holy Spirit. 

In order to effect this in us the Holy Spirit diverts our personal affections, inclinations, 
and dispositions from the old man, to whom hitherto they have been ardently attached, so 
that now we begin to hate him. 

It is possible for friendship to die. We may have been intimate with a person whom we 
afterward discovered to be a bad character. Then not only is the friendship broken, but our 
affection ceases. We regret our former intimacy, and we despise him all the more cordially 
as he proves to be more deceitful and malicious. And this applies to our relation with the 
old man. Formerly we were most intimate with him. We shared his will, his sympathies, 
and his affections. We lived one life with him. We felt ourselves bound to him by the tenderest 
ties. We could not be happy but in his company. But there came a change. We acquired a 
different taste. We became acquainted with another and better man—viz., the new man in 
Christ Jesus—and we became very intimate with him. And this noble intercourse discovered 
to us the thorough baseness and corruption of the old man. Then our love ceased and we 
began cordially to hate him. 

It is true that our former connection brings us in frequent contact with him. On such 
occasions he often entices us by his cunning, but not to our delight; and being only half 
willing, our souls protest; and as soon as the sin is committed we are filled with self-loathing 
and contrition. 

And this reversal of our affections is not our work, but that of the Holy Spirit. Not that 
we deny that He often uses us as instruments, or prompts us to exert ourselves, but the 
changing of our inclinations is not our work, but the direct operation of God the Holy 
Spirit. 


How it is performed we can understand but partly. Essentially it is a mystery, just as 
much as regeneration. Being God, the Holy Spirit has access to our heart, He discovers our 
personality, the nature of our affections, and in what way their action may be reversed. But 
our inability to fathom this mystery does not in the least affect our faith in the matter. 

Since the dying of the old man is effected, not by our good works, but by the implanting 
of a disposition and inclination repugnant to the old man, our own work is entirely out of 
the question; for our own heart is inaccessible to us. We have no power over our inward 
person; we lack the means to create another inclination; and when we deny this we are self- 
deceived. God the Creator alone can do this, and in doing it He is irresistible. Hatred against 
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the old man, once having entered the soul, is a power that simply overwhelms us. Even when 
enticed by him; we can not but hate him. 

The seventh chapter of Romans is very instructive in this respect. St. Paul says, “I delight 
in the law of God after the inward man,” (Rom vii. 22) i.e., after my inward affections. There 
is indeed another law in his members, which brings him into captivity to the law of sin; but 
he has not the least love or sympathy for that law, but with the law of his mind wars against 
it. 

Any other representation contradicts this positive testimony, uttered by the mouth of 
the most excellent of the apostles, under the seal of the Holy Spirit. He that believes embraces 
the Son, and can not but receive impressions and be swayed by influences that cause his af- 
fections and inclinations to become radically changed. A believer is internally wrought upon. 
All his former dealings with the old man—pride, hardness of heart, deceit, and thirst for 
revenge—now fill him with horror; what was formerly to him the pride of life and the lust 
of the eyes is now vexation of spirit, as he realizes how shameful and abominable it is. 

So he gradually dies to the old man, until, in the hour of death, he is fully delivered. 
God’s child remains the old man’s grave-digger until the hour of his own departure. 

Nevertheless he dies to him so completely that at last he loses all confidence in him, 
thoroughly convinced that he is without excuse, an abominable wretch, a reprobate, and a 
deceiver, capable of all evil. And when occasionally he indulges in scornful mirth at the old 
man’s pride and practises, it is not in boastfulness of his own work or of his fellow men, but 
glorying only in the gracious work of his God. 
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XIII. 


The Work of God in Our Work. 
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.”—1 Thess. 
v.23. 


The difference between sanctification and good works should be well understood. 

Many confound the two, and believe that sanctification means to lead an honorable and 
virtuous life; and, since this is equal to good works, sanctification, without which no man 
shall see God, is made to consist in the earnest and diligent effort to do good works. 

But this reasoning is false. The grape should not be confounded with the vine, lightning 
with thunder, the birth with the conception, any more than sanctification with good works. 
Sanctification is the kernel from which the blade and full ear of good works shall spring; 
but this does not identify the kernel with the blade. The former lies in the ground and by 
its fibers attaches itself to the furrow internally. The latter shoots from the ground externally 
and visibly. So is sanctification the implanting of the germ, of the disposition, and inclination 
which shall produce the blossom and fruit of a good work. 

Sanctification is God’s work in us, whereby He imparts to our members a holy disposition, 
inwardly filling us with delight in His law and with repugnance to sin. But good works are 
acts of man, which spring from this holy disposition. Hence sanctification is the source of 
good works, the lamp that shall shine with their light, the capital of which they are the interest. 

Allow us to repeat it: “sanctification“ is a work of God; “Good works” are of men. 
“Sanctification” works internally; “good works” are external. “Sanctification“ imparts 
something to man; “good works” take something out of him. “Sanctification” forces the 
root into the ground; to do “good works” forces the fruit out of the fruitful tree. To confound 
these two leads the people astray. 

The Pietist says: “Sanctification is man’s work; it can not be insisted upon with sufficient 
emphasis. It is our best effort to be godly.” And the Mystic maintains: “We can not do good 
works, and may not insist upon them for man is unable; God alone works them in him in- 
dependently of him.” 

Of course, both are equally wrong and unscriptural. The former, in reducing sanctific- 
ation to good works, takes it out of God’s hand and lays it upon man, who never can perform 
it; and the latter, in making good works take the place of sanctification, releases man from 
the task laid on him and claims that God will perform it. Both errors must be opposed. 

Both sanctification and good works should receive recognition. Ministers of the Word, 
and through them the people of God, should understand that sanctification is an act of God 
that He performs in man; and that God has commanded man to do good works to the glory 
of His name. And this will have twofold effect: (1) God’s people will acknowledge their 
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complete inability to receive a holy disposition otherwise than as a gift of free grace, and 
then they will earnestly pray for this grace. (2) They will pray that His elect, in whom this 
work is already wrought, may show it forth in God-glorifying works: “Chosen in Christ Jesus, 
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love” (Ephes. i. 4). 


Tho this distinction is very clear, two things may cause confusion: 

First, the fact that holiness may be attributed to the good works themselves. One may 
be holy, but also do holy works. The Confession speaks of the “many holy works which 
Christ has done for us and in our stead” (art. 22). Hence holiness maybe external and internal. 

The following passages refer, not to sanctification, but to good works: “Seeing that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversa- 
tion?” (2 Peter iii. 11). “As He which hath called you is holy, so be you holy in all manner 
of conversation” (1 Peter i. 15). “That we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 
may serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life” (Luke i. 
75). 

We find that the word “holy” is used of both our inward disposition and of its result, 
the outward life. It may be said of the spring as well as of the water, that it contains iron; of 
the tree as well as of the fruit, that it is good; of the candle as well as of the light, that it is 
bright. And, since holiness may be attributed to both the inward disposition and the outward 
life, sanctification may be understood as referring to the sanctification of our life. This may 
lead to the supposition that an outwardly blameless life is the same thing as sanctification. 
And if this is so, then sanctification is but a duty imposed, and not a gift imparted. It should 
therefore be carefully noticed that the sanctification of the mind, affections, and dispositions 
is not our work, but God’s; and that the holy life which springs from it is ours. 

Second, the other cause of confusion is the many Scripture passages that exhort and 
encourage us to sanctify, purify, and perfect our lives, yea, even “to perfect our holiness” (2 
Cor. vii. 1); to “yield ourselves as servants to holiness” (Rom. vi. 19); and to be “unblamable 
in holiness” (1 Thess. iii. 13), etc. 

And we should not weaken these passages, as the Mystics do; who say that these texts 
mean, not that we should yield our members, but that God Himself will take special care 
that they be so yielded. These are tricks that lead men to trifle with the Word. It is an abuse 
of the Scripture for the sake of introducing one’s own theories under the cover of divine 
authority. The preachers who for fear of imposing responsibilities upon men abstain from 
exhortation, and dull the edge of the divine commandments by representing them as 
promises, take a heavy responsibility upon themselves. 

For altho we know that no man bas ever performed a single good work without God, 
who wrought in him both to will and to do; altho we heartily agree with the Confession, 
“That we are beholden to God for our good works and not God to us” (art. 24); and rejoice 
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with the holy apostle in the fact, “That God has before ordained the good works that we 
should walk therein” (Eph. ii. 10); yet this does not absolve us from the duty of exhorting 
the brethren. 

It is a fact that God is pleased to use man as an instrument, and by the spur of his own 
ability and responsibility to incite him to activity. A cavalryman on the battle-field is fully 
aware how much he depends upon the good services of his horse; and also that the animal 
can not run unless God enabled it. Being a godly man, he prays before mounting that the 
Lord enable his horse to bring him victory; but after he is mounted, with spur and knee, 
rein and voice, he uses all his strength to make the horse do what it should do. And the same 
is true of sanctification. Unless the breath of the Lord blow through the garden of the soul, 
not a leaf can stir. The Lord alone performs the work from the beginning to the end. But 
He performs, it partly by the aid of means; and the instrument chosen is often man himself, 
who cooperates with God. And to this human instrumentality the Scripture refers when, in 
connection with sanctification, it admonishes us to good works. 

As in nature God gives the seed and the forces in the soil and rain and sunshine to mature 
the fruit of the earth, while at the same time He uses the farmer to perfect His work, so it is 
also in sanctification: God causes it to work effectually; but He employs the human instrument 
to cooperate with Him, as the saw works together with him that handles it. 


However, this should not be understood as tho in sanctification God had made Himself 
absolutely dependent upon the human instrument. This is impossible; by nature man can 
indeed mar sanctification, but never further it. By nature he hates and opposes it. Moreover, 
he is absolutely unable to produce from his own corrupt nature anything for his growth in 
sanctification. His instrumental cooperation should therefore not be abused either by 
ascribing to man a power for good, or to obscure the work of God. 

Careful discrimination is necessary. He that implants the holy disposition is the Lord. 
The combined exertions of all these instruments could not implant one single feature of the 
holy mind, any more than all the carpenter’s tools together could draw the molding of one 
panel. The artist paints upon the canvas; but with all their exertions his palette, brush, and 
paint-box could never draw a single figure. The sculptor molds the image; but of themselves 
his chisel; mallet, and stool can not detach a single chip from the rough marble. To engrave 
the features of holiness in the sinner is a work in the highest sense artistic, unspeakably divine. 
And the Artist who executes it is the Lord as St. Paul calls Him, the Artist and Architect of 
the City which has foundations. The fact that the Lord is pleased to use instruments for 
some parts of the work does not impart to them any value, much less any ability to accomplish 
anything of themselves without the Artist. He is the only Worker. 

But as Artist He uses three different instruments, viz., the Word, His providential dealings, 
and the regenerate person himself. 
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1. The Word is a vital power in the Church which pierces even to the dividing asunder 
of the joints and the marrow, and, as such it is a divinely ordained instrument to create 
impressions in a man; and these impressions are the means by which holy inclinations are 
implanted in his heart. 

2. Life’s experiences also make impressions in us more or less lasting; and these God uses 
also to create holy dispositions. 

3. The third instrument refers to the effect of habit. Repeated sinful acts make the sinner 
bold and create sinful habits; in this way he cooperates to make himself a greater sinner. In 
a similar sense the saint cooperates in his own salvation by allowing the holy disposition to 
radiate in good works. The frequent act of doing good creates the habit. The habit gradually 
becomes a second nature. And it is this mighty influence of habit which God uses to teach 
us holiness. In this way God can make one saint instrumental in the sanctification of another. 


Anarchitect builds a palace which makes him famous as an artist. It is true the contractor, 
an important person in his place, erects the structure; but his name is scarcely mentioned, 
it is the architect alone for whom all the praise is reserved. In sanctification it is not the 
Word by itself that is effectual, but that Word handled by the Holy Spirit. Neither is it the 
experience of life alone, but that experience employed by the Holy Artist. Neither is it the 
regenerate person who serves as foreman, but the glorious, Triune God, in whose service 
he labors. 
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XIV. 


The Person Sanctified. 
“The putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh.” —Col. ii. 11. 


Sanctification embraces the whole man, body and soul, with all the parts, members, and 
functions that belong to each respectively. It embraces his person and, all of his person. This 
is why sanctification progresses from the hour of regeneration all through life, and can be 
completed only in and through death. 

St. Paul prays for the church of Thessalonica: “The God of peace sanctify you wholly, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess. v. 23) Sanctification is essentially a work of one piece, 
simply because our person is not pieced together, but is organically one in all its parts. 

The sinner’s holiness or unholiness embraces his whole being. He is a sinner not only 
in his body, but in his soul, and even more so and in his soul not only because his will is 
unholy, but also because his understanding is unholy, and even more so. The memory, the 
imagination, and all that belongs to him as a man are radically defiled, desecrated, and 
corrupted by sin. He lies in the midst of death. Even in a small child, every part is affected. 
Without the least exertion he learns a street-song, while it seems almost impossible to 
commit one stanza of a psalm. 

If sanctification has reference to the inherited stain, as justification to the inherited guilt, 
it follows that sanctification must extend as far as the inherited stain. If man’s entire person 
is covered with the poison of the stain, it must be covered much more abundantly by sanc- 
tification. 

Sin is disturbance, derangement, discord, and warfare in home and heart, and is not 
overcome completely until superseded by holy peace. This is the reason why St. Paul calls 
the God of sanctification the God of peace; and so he prays for the Church that the God of 
peace sanctify them wholly, or literally, “unto the full end,” so that the end of sanctification 


may be accomplished in them perfectly." 


11 This is not the place to discuss the opinion held by many, that 1 Thess. v. 23 teaches trichotomy, i.e., the 
threefold division of man’s being. Let this only be observed, that it does not read, “Ehdpopovs,” “in all your 
parts,” followed by the summing up of those parts, spirit, soul, and body; but that it reads “O2.0 TEXEGS,” which 
refers, not to the parts, but to the final end, “TEXOS.” Moreover, it should be noticed that in those passages 
which oppose the spiritual man to the natural—i.e., the pneumatical to the psychical, as in 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15—the 
word “rvevpa” indicates the new life-principle, of which it never can be said that it be preserved blameless. For 


this 'rvevjua “ is sinless by nature. Calvin explains “spirit” and “soul” by making them to refer to our rational 


and moral existence as beings endowed with reason and volition, both modes of the soul’s existence. 


434 


490 


491 


XIV. The Person Sanctified 


However, the starting-point of this grace lies not in the body, but in the soul. Sin started 
in the soul, not in the body; hence the mortification of sin must also begin in the soul. 

It is directed, first of all, to the consciousness and to its faculties of cognition, contempla- 
tion, reflection, and judgment. Sanctification proceeds, not from the will, but from the 
consciousness. Sanctification is to make conformable to the will of God, and this requires, 
in the first place, that His good and perfect and acceptable will become a living reality to the 
consciousness, conviction, and conscience. The things of which one is ignorant do not affect 
him; but ignorance of the divine will is sin, and this must be overcome first of all. 

But how? By committing to memory? By learning the Catechism? By no means. The 
sanctification of the consciousness consists in God’s act of writing His law in our hearts. 
True, there are still a few traces of that law written in the sinner’s heart, as the apostle writes 
that the Gentiles who are without the law are a law unto themselves; but this is at the most 
but the fermentation of a higher principle in a sinful person which can not maintain itself. 
The Nihilist and Communist of the day show to what extent the heart may lose the sense 
of the first principles of right and righteousness. But when the Scripture promises that the 
Lord shall write the law in their hearts, and that they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbor, saying, “Know the Lord, for all shall know him from the least unto the greatest,” 
(Heb. viii. 11) it offers us something entirely different and far more glorious. And this is 
accomplished, not by outward study, but by inward apprehension; not by an exercise of the 
memory, but by a renewing of the mind, as St. Paul writes: “Be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

Ezekiel prophesied of this renewing of the mind when he said: “A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.” (Ezek. xxxvi. 26) Instruction formerly re- 
ceived may be used as a means to that end; but the instruction which the human spirit receives 
in sanctification is not human, but divine. Hence it is said: “They are taught of the Lord” 
(Isa. liv. 13); “Every man, therefore, that hath heard and learned of the Father cometh unto 
Me” (John vi. 45); “I will put My law into their minds, and will write it in their hearts.” (Jer. 
xxxi. 33) 

Since the books of Moses emphasize the fact that the tables of the law were written, not 
by Moses, Aholiab, nor Bezaliel, but directly by God’s own finger, it follows from the nature 
of the case that the Scripture intends to present this writing upon the tables of the heart, 
not as the work of man, but as the direct work of God. The sanctification of the human 
consciousness is wrought in us by God in a divine, unfathomable, and irresistible way; but 
not independently of the Word, for that Word itself is divine, and the preaching of the Word 
is divinely ordained and instituted. But, since the Word and the preaching can only present 
the matter to the consciousness, it is the Holy Ghost who makes the heart to understand it, 
declares it to the consciousness, works conviction, and causes the consciousness to assent 
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to it, and thus enables it to feel the pressure which proceeds from that which is written on 
the heart. 

Hence the sanctification of the consciousness consists, not only in receiving new 
knowledge, and in being impressed with quickened conceptions, but also in having the 
reason qualified for the exercise of entirely different functions. For the natural man does 
not understand the things of the Spirit of God; but the spiritual man, i.e., he whose conscious- 
ness is regenerated, sanctified and enlightened discerns all things; for such a man, says St. 
Paul, has the mind of Christ. 


However, the sanctification of our consciousness does not complete the sanctification 
of our person. On the contrary, for altho the will is absolutely dependent upon the conscious- 
ness, yet even the will itself is corrupted by sin. It did not lose its functional operation; but, 
as in the sinner the judgment still judges and the feeling still feels, so is the will still able to 
will. But its ability to reach out in every direction is lost; and the calamity has befallen us 
that by nature we can not will what God wills. 

And that stiffness and hardness which prevent the will’s free action in this respect must 
be removed. The Scripture calls this the taking away of the stony heart and the giving of a 
heart of flesh which is no longer hard and insensible. Where sin had bound the will by in- 
clining it to evil, thereby depriving it of the power of bending in the opposite direction, i.e., 
toward God, the gracious gift of sanctification now comes to relieve that bending over to 
hell, and to give it power to incline to God. 

Formerly our knowledge and conviction of the oughtness of things did not avail; for 
they left our will powerless as a chained wheel, unable to turn in the right direction. But not 
only had the consciousness a better idea of and clearer insight into the oughtness of things, 
and we had assented to it, but the will was also inclined by correct volition to choose the 
good; then the work of God had attained its end, had accomplished its purpose; and had 
changed the whole man. 


And thus man regains also control over his passions. Every man has passions and 
propensities which sin has made unruly and uncontrollable. In fact, man is their toy; they 
can use him as they please. It is true the unconverted sometimes succeed in curbing and 
muzzling one passion, but always by becoming more hopelessly the slaves of another. Dis- 
sipation is conquered only by the excitement of avarice; sensuality by cherishing inward 
pride; anger by nursing the thirst for revenge. Kamosh is cast out only to make room for 
Molech; the north wind conjured away only to be followed by a blast from the east. 

But the passions of the saint are controlled in a different way. Sanctification gives them 
another direction. He feels their whip and spur, but they are to him the violence of a foreign 
power. Wherefore St. Paul declares “It is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” 
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(Rom. vii. 17, 20) And no passion can overtake him which in the power of God he can not 
master and control. 

Sanctification embraces, in the second place, the body. Both sin and holiness affect the 
body not as tho it were the seat of sin, which is Manichean heresy, but in the sense in which 
Scripture disapproves the act of touching a corpse. The body is the instrument of the soul; 
hence the members may be used for holy or unholy purposes, and offer either their cooper- 
ation or resistance for such purposes. Who does not know that an excess of blood inflames 
the ugly temper and excites to anger; that irritable nerves make one impatient; and great 
muscular energy tempts to recklessness? Many are the connections between the operations 
of body and soul; and, inasmuch as the Holy Spirit brings the bodily members into subjection 
to the reign of the new life, sanctification does indeed affect the life of the body. This appears 
from the fact that the body is called the temple of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul calls it “the putting 
off of the body of sin of the flesh” (Col. ii. 11); and again he saith: “Let not sin reign in your 
mortal body, that ye should obey the lusts thereof” (Rom. vi. 12). 

Hence the old man is just as bad and becomes even worse; but there is at the same time 
a gradual weakening—and thus dies to his evil lusts, while the new man continues not only 
holy and intact, but gradually masters us and enables us to present our bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy and well-pleasing to God, which is our reasonable service (Rom. xii. 1). 

All this is wrought by the Holy Spirit who dwells in our hearts, the Comforter, Guide, 
and Teacher of the desolate. Christ is far from us in heaven sitting at the right hand of God. 
But the Holy Spirit is poured forth. He dwells in the Church on earth. Hg abides with us as 
our Comforter: 

Hence we should not imagine that we are a full-rigged, well-provisioned craft which, 
at its own risk and without a pilot, swiftly carries us to the haven of rest; for without wind 
and tide we can not move our craft at all. The heart of the saint is a Bethel; when he rises 
from blessed dreams he is ever surprised to find that God is in this place and he knew it not. 
When we are called to speak, act, or fight, we do so as tho we were doing it all ourselves, 
not perceiving that it is Another who works in us both to will and to do. But as soon as we 
have finished the task successfully and agreeably to the will of God, as men of faith we 
prostrate ourselves before Him and cry, “Lord, the work was Thine.” 

And this goes against the old man. Before the work is undertaken he is fearful and ill 
at ease; but as soon as it is finished he is full of boasting, and the incense of human praise 
is sweet in his nostrils. But God’s child works in simplicity and spontaneously, brings the 
sacrifice of his labor hoping against hope, with all the exertion of the talent which God gave 
him. But the labor finished, he wonders how he ever accomplished it, and he finds the only 
solution in the fact that there is One who powerfully wrought in and through him. 
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XV. 


Good Works. 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” Ephes. ii. 10. 


Good works are the ripe fruit from the tree which God has planted in sanctification. 

In the saint there is life; from that life workings proceed; and those workings are either 
good or evil. Hence good works are not added to sanctification for mere effect, but belong 
to it. The discussion of sanctification is not complete without the discussion of Good Works. 

Whatever man may be, works always proceed from him; and since works are never 
neutral, but either conform or do not conform to the divine law, it follows that every man’s 
works are either good or evil, actual sins (Peccata actualia)or good works. In fact, every life 
has its own energizing. Without it it is no life. Properly speaking, life in the saint does not 
proceed from sanctification, but sanctification lends it tone, color, and character. 

In a garden where the conditions are all equal, and there is the same soil, the same fer- 
tilizer, etc., different fruit-trees are planted. Evidently, the working that makes the trees 
grow is from the soil; for if planted in the garret, they will not grow. But the cause that pro- 
duces peaches on one tree and grapes on another is not in the soil, but in the trees. Hence 
we must distinguish the working itself from the shade, the tone, the character, the peculiar 
property which that working assumes. The wind that produces sweetest music from the 
Eolian harp, by blowing through a broken window-pane produces doleful sounds. It is one 
operation but different effects. In the meadow next to the tender clover grows the poisonous 
wolfs-milk. Yet both lift their little heads from the same soil and drink in the same air, 
sunlight, and rain. Altho the vital energy is the same, the difference in the seeds causes dif- 
ferences in the plants, and opposite effects. 

The same applies to the garden of the soul, where the human life is in full activity. But 
that same human life produces a base act to-day and a heroic act to-morrow. There is but 
one working, but the colors vary, it may be white or black, dark or light. 

And this we find, that in the garden of the soul all spontaneous growth is a growth of 
weeds; while the seed which God has planted produces precious fruit. The effects of sancti- 
fication are evident. It causes sweet waters to flow from a bitter fountain. It lends to every 
operation its own quality and property, and gives it a direction which works for good. And 
thus good works proceed from the man lost in himself. 

Of course, in the root, this apparently identical working is twofold. One springs from 
the old nature, the other from the new; the one from the natural, the other from the super- 
natural. But since this distinction was discussed at large in the chapter on Regeneration, we 
treat it now simply from the unity of the person: 
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Altho we heartily agree with the Confession, “That a regenerated person has in him a 
twofold life: the one temporal and corporeal, that which he has from the first birth and is 
common to all men; the other spiritual and heavenly, which is given him in the second birth, 
and which is peculiar to God’s elect” (art. 35); yet this does not affect the unity of the person, 
nor does it alter the fact that the operations of both the old and the new life are my operations. 
If I divide my person, and take the natural and the supernatural each by itself, then there is 
no sanctification at all; for the corrupt life of my old nature is not sanctified, but crucified, 
dead, and buried; and my heavenly, spiritual, and regenerated life can not be sanctified 
inasmuch as it never was sinful nor ever can be. Hence in sanctification we have to consider 
life from the viewpoint of the unity and indivisibility of the person. The man who was first 
wedded to the corrupt nature, and who is now wedded to the new man, was then evil and 
is now to become good; wherefore his life must receive the holy desire, inclination, and 
disposition. And then only it is possible for it to produce good works. 


A work is good when it is conformable to the divine law. 

1. The first point is that God alone possesses the right to determine what is good or evil. 

Man also can acquire this discernment, but only by being taught of God. But as soon 
as he presumes himself to determine the difference between good and evil, He violates the 
divine majesty and God’s inalienable right to be God. Not one man, nor many men, nor all 
men and angels together may do this. It does not belong to them. It is the eternal prerogative 
of the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. He alone determines good and evil, for every 
creature, for time and eternity. 

That which He demands of each life shall be the law of that life, of all that belongs to it, 
and under all circumstances; a law in which all the divine ordinances are comprehended. 
His law, tho its principles are briefly comprehended in the Ten Commandments, rises from 
these ten stems in branches and boughs broad and dense, and forms in its completeness 
one immeasurable roof of leaves which overshadows the entire human family in all its 
variegations. 

Hence there is not the remotest chance here to compromise. God’s will and law are ab- 
solute; rule over all; are binding in every domain, and can never be repealed. And where, in 
the delicate works of a watch, the thousandth part of a millimeter is allowed to a wheel for 
variation, in the divine law such play is unthinkable. The law of God brooks not even the 
deviation of a hair’s breadth, nor of any infinitesimal fraction thereof. 

Hence a good work does not signify a work merely not evil; nor a work containing some 
good, or simply passable; nor a work whose good intention is evident. But a good work is 
nothing else and nothing less than a good work. And it is not good unless it is absolutely 
good, i.e., in all its parts equally conformable to the divine will and law. A peach is not half 
a pear and half a grape, but absolutely a peach; so a good work is not merely passable, partly 
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well intentioned, but absolutely conformable to what God has determined to be good with 
regard to that work. 


It is readily seen that unless sanctification were adapted to enable man to perform such 
a work, he would never accomplish it. As it is the peculiar habit of a peach-tree, through its 
ascending life, to impart to the fruit the flavor of the peach, and of the grape-vine to give to 
its fruit the flavor of the grape, so it is the peculiar quality of the soul sanctified in principle 
to impart to its fruit the flavor of the Jaw. Sanctification does not merely inspire the soul 
with a desire for something higher, but it imparts to it such a disposition, tone, shade, flavor, 
and character that it yields to the divine law. And the law puts its impress upon the soul. 
The soul’s aspiration is no more a vague ideal, but it has a positive pleasure in and a desire 
and love for all, the commandments of God. And, since sanctification engrafts the law upon 
the soul, it is possible that the working which follows should be conformable to the law. 

We say “possible,” for from his own sad experience God’s child knows that it is possible 
to be otherwise, and that many summers come and go without reaping from his branches 
any noticeable harvest for the glory of God. 

2. This brings us to the second point. A good work must be of faith. 

Sanctification itself is not of faith. It has nothing to do with faith. It is wrought by God 
Himself. What could faith then accomplish in this respect? 

But it is different with reference to good works; for they must be our good works. Man 
is and should be passive in all other respects, but not in his work. Work is the end of one’s 
passive condition. To work and to be passive are opposites. To imagine that work can be 
passive or actively passive is like imagining that a circle is square, that ink is white, that 
water is dry. Wherefore the Heidelberg Catechism rightly asks: “Why must we still do good 
works?” 

Hence there can be no good work unless it is wrought by ourselves. And every repres- 
entation as tho man did not perform good works, but that the Holy Spirit performs them 
in him and in his place, is to subvert the Gospel and to wrest the Scripture. 

The work of Christ is vicarious, that of the Holy Spirit is not. He works in man, but not 
in his place. And however extensive His work may be in us, being wrought independently 
of us, it can never be counted as our own. Christ died and rose from the dead for us and 
independently of us. But the Holy Spirit can not draw fruit from the tree except our ego 
executes the work. 

But—and this should be emphasized—our ego can not execute it except the “ work is 
wrought in us with power.” The inward, higher life does not act like the sap in the vine, for 
this enters the vine naturally. But the working of the holy life is different. Altho a holy dis- 
position is implanted, God’s child does not produce any good fruit of himself. Altho well 
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furnished and well equipped, ifleft to himself he produces nothing; not a single good work, 
however small. 

The most skilful diamond-cutter, tho supplied with the best tools, can not furnish the 
smallest diamond rose except the proprietor of the establishment gives him the diamond, 
the steam-power in his tools, and even the gas-light upon his hands. In like manner it is 
impossible for the most excellent among God’s children, tho their souls be well equipped, 
to furnish a single good work, except the Proprietor of the holy-art establishment gives them 
the material, the power, and the light. 

Hence the content and entire form of every good work is not of man, but of the Holy 
Ghost, so that when it is finished we owe thanks to God, and not He to us. In every man 
who performs a good work He works both to will and to do. 

But when the Holy Spirit has furnished everything necessary, then one thing is still 
lacking, viz., that the saint do it and make the work his own. And this is the wonderful act 
of faith. 

There is not one good work which God has not prepared before, that we should walk 
in it; and this is why it is not wrought until we walk in it. The Lord says to Ezekiel, “I will 
cause you to walk in my statutes,” (Ezek. xxxvi. 27) but the Lord does not cause us to walk 
therein until we actually walk in them. We shall neither be carried nor be wheeled into them. 
This would have no value before the divine Majesty; that would be no art. Even we can wheel 
the cripple in his carriage; but the art of making him to walk, yea, even to leap as a hart, is 
not human, but worthy of God alone. And we may not allow this to be taken from Him by 
a sickly mysticism, and thus rob God of this glory. 


To say, as many do, that the Lord carries His children imperceptibly into good paths, 
and that this constitutes their good works, is to despise holy things. No one should touch 
the honor of our God; and we may not rest until the pure doctrine burns again from the 
candlestick: that the power of God is manifest in the fact that He causes the cripple to walk, 
to run, and to leap as a hart. 

And this is the act of faith, i.e., that wonderful act of the soul of casting itself into the 
deep, knowing that it shall fall into the everlasting arms of mercy, tho it is utterly unable to 
see. Faith in this respect is to agree with the divine will; to accept the good work which God 
has prepared for us, as our own; to appropriate to ourselves what God gives us. 

An awkward schoolboy has to make a speech before a strange audience. It is a difficult 
task, and he does not even know how to begin. All his own efforts are useless. Then his 
father calls him and says: “If you commit this little speech which I have prepared, and recite 
it without missing a word, it will be a success.” And the boy obeys. There is nothing of 
himself—it is all his father’s work; he merely believes that what his father has prepared for 
him is good. And in this confidence he goes before the strange audience, delivers his father’s 
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composition, and succeeds. However, the writing of the speech did not end the matter, and 
it could not be ended until the boy had done his part. When God has prepared the good 
work for us, the matter is not ended until we do what God has prepared for us. 

Coming home the boy does not proudly ask a reward, but with gratitude he embraces 
his father for his love and faithfulness. Having obtained success, God’s children are pro- 
foundly thankful for their Father’s excellent help; and they acknowledge that they owe it all 
to Him. And if He is pleased to give them a reward, it is not because they have deserved it; 
for if it were a question of desert, the children would have to give everything to the Father! 
But it is merely a reward of love for the future support of their faith. 
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XVI. 


Self-Denial. 

“If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me.” —Matt. xvi. 24. 

Good works are not the saint’s sanctification, any more than drops of water are the 
fountain; but they spring as crystal drops from the fountain of sanctification. They are good, 
not when the saint intends them to be good, but when they conform to the divine law and 
proceed from a true faith. Yet the intention is of great importance; the Church has always 
taught that a work could not be called good unless it is directed to the glory of God. 

This is a vital point which must animate and give direction to the whole matter: only to 
the glory of God. Every other intention makes the good work evil. Even the effort to do good 
works is impossible without the “Soli Deo Gloria.” 

This is the reason why so many well-meant efforts at so-called sanctification become 
sinful. For the man who applies himself earnestly and diligently to good works, solely to 
attain a holier status and thus become a holier person, has lost his reward. His end in view 
is not God, but himself; and while every good work humbles a man and real sanctification 
leads to the breaking down and casting out of self, this wrongly planned sanctification causes 
self-exaltation and spiritual pride. 

To think that by self-sanctification God is honored and His glory exalted is self-deception. 
The divine honor and majesty are so holy and exalted that His glory must be the direct end 
in view. To work for self-sanctification directly, and for His honor indirectly, is unworthy 
of His holiness. 

The end and aim of all things must be the Lord God alone. Justice must dwell in the 
land, not only to preserve order, but to remove iniquity from before, the presence of the 
Lord. The missionary cause must be supported not only to convert souls, but to summon 
the nations to appear in Zion before God. Prayer must be offered not only to obtain the 
good which is bestowed without prayer, but because every creature, morning and evening, 
must lie in the dust, crying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord!” making the whole earth full of 
His glory. And hence every creature must do good works, and all the children of God can 
do good works; not that they may become a little more holy, but that the glory of holiness 
might shine to the praise of our God. 

3. This third point should therefore never be omitted. Tho our works are according to 
the law and of faith, but not directed to the glory of God, they can not please Him. It avails 
nothing, tho the bow be strongly bent and the cord of the best material, if the arrow upon 
the cord be not turned in the right direction. 


The doctrine of Good Works touches the most delicate and most sensitive of our internal 
emotions, viz., self-denial. 
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Superficial minds, poor in grace and godliness, speak of self-denial but rarely, and then 
without understanding its meaning. They think that it consists in making room for others; 
in argument to be the least; to renounce pleasure or profit for a higher purpose; to care for 
others, not for self. Surely this is a precious fruit; earnestly to be desired; and if it were found 
more abundantly among the children of God we should thank Him for it. But, alas! there 
is such leanness of soul even in the most earnest, so much selfishness, ambition, anger, 
confidence in the creature, that every manifestation of nobler impulse has a most refreshing 
effect. 

But the question now before us is this, whether such making room for others, such self- 
sacrifice, deserves the name of self-denial. And the answer must be a most emphatic “No!” 
The saint’s self-denial has reference, not to man, but to God, and for this reason it is super- 
latively high and holy, difficult and almost impossible. 

Of course God’s child loves his heavenly Father, but not with an unalterable love. In 
spite of his love he is sometimes very unlovely. Still, when the question echoes through his 
soul, “Simon Bar-Jonah, lovest thou Me?” (John xxi. 15-17) and he feels tempted by self- 
reproach to say, “No, Lord,” then the response flashes from the bottom of his soul against 
all contradiction: “Yes, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee.” (John xxi. 17) 

Therefore nothing would seem more natural than to find pleasure in denying himself 
for God’s sake. And this is actually the case. He spends his happiest moments in sincere 
self-denial; for then he is never alone, but always with Jesus, whom he follows. Then he 
realizes the holiness and transcendent glory of the claim: “If any man will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.” (Matt. xvi. 24; Mark viii. 34; Luke 
ix. 23) 

But while the blessedness of his former self-denials is still fresh in his memory, when 
called to a new act of the same nature he shrinks from it and finds it almost impossible. Self- 
denial extends so far. Its depths can not be fathomed. When the plummet has descended 
the whole length of the line, there is still such a yawning depth beneath that actually the 
bottom is never touched. It refers, not to a few things, but to all things. It embraces our entire 
life and existence, with all that is in us, of us, and around us; our entire environment, repu- 
tation, position, influence, and possession; it includes all the ties of blood and affection that 
bind us to wife and children, parents and brothers, friends and associates; all our past, 
present, and future; all our gifts, talents, and endowment; all the ramifications and extensions 
of our outward and inward life; the rich life of the soul and the tenderest emotions of our 
holier impulses; our conflict and our strife; our faith, hope, and love—yea, our inheritance 
in the Son, our place in the mansions above, and the crown which the righteous judge shall 
one day give us; and as such, in that entire scope of life, we must deny ourselves before God. 

Weare, to use an illustration, in all our life and existence like a fruit-tree, broadly rooted, 
full grown, planted in fertile soil, adorned with a crown of many branches and a glorious 
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roof of leaves; and like that tree with its roots far and wide in the earth, and its branches 
high and broad in the air, are we deeply rooted, possessing an existence obtained by means 
of money, reputation, property, and descent, faith, hope, love, and the promises of God. 
And to that whole tree, to that entire unit, from deepest root to highest bough, which as our 
ego, full of might and majesty, stands before our consciousness and in our life, to all this 
the ax must be laid; of all this the self-denying soul must say: “God is all and I am nothing.” 

Many say, “This is correct and exactly my idea,” and say it quite too often; for when 
these most difficult and excellent words again and again pass the lips as mere hollow sounds, 
they strike a discord to the earnest, sensitive soul. But when we grasp the thought as an ac- 
tual fact, then we find that this denial of our entire existence and being is almost entirely 
beyond our grasp. Self can minify itself to such extent that we really think that it is gone and 
denied, while at the same time it stands behind our back, grinning with Satanic glee. Self, 
big and inflated, is not hard to deny. In this way the unconverted stands before God, but 
not the saint. That has been taken from him. Such is no more the impulse of his desire. But 
self shrunk, reduced partly unclothed, hiding behind pious emotions and piles of good 
works, is extremely dangerous. For what more is there to be denied? There is scarcely anything 
left. He seeks no longer the world, nor his own glory; his only end in view is the glory of 
God. At least, so he thinks. But he is mistaken. Self is there still. It is like a spring tightly 
bent for a time, but only to rebound with accumulated force. And what was called self- 
denial is really nothing else than self taking care of its own. And that is the worst of it, self 
is so dangerously cunning. The heart of man is “deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked; who can know it?” 

When we are inclined to sin, self leaves its hiding-place and with all its power labors 
hard to make us sin. But when the Holy Spirit woos and constrains us, weaning us from sin, 
then, slunk in a corner, it hides itself, decoying us into the delusion that it has ceased to be. 
It is then that, with evident satisfaction, deluded piety asks whether the denial of self is not 
complete. 

But the true saint is known by this: while the self-deluded one is satisfied with this 
spiritual trickery, he is not. He discovers the trick. Then he reproaches himself. He drives 
self from, its place of concealment. He scolds and cursed that evil being that always stands 
between him and his God. And with groans he supplicates. “Almighty, merciful, and gracious 
God, have mercy upon me.” 

Self-denial is not an outward act, but an inward turning of our being. As the steamship 
is turned about by the rudder, which is swung by the means of a wheel, so there is within 
our being a rudder, or whatever you may call it, which is turned by a small wheel, and as 
we turn the entire craft either leeward or windward, we deny either self or God. In its 
deepest sense we always deny either the one or the other. When we stand well we deny self, 
in all other cases we deny God. And the internal wheel by which we turn the entire craft of 
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our ego is our intention. The rudder determines the course of the ship; not its rigging and 
cargo; nor the character of the crew, but its direction, the destination of the voyage, its final 
haven. Hence, when we see our craft steering away from God, we swing the rudder the 
other way and compel it to turn toward God. 

Notice the rigging and the cargo. The former may be magnificent: excellent talent, su- 
perior mind, a rich state of grace. The latter may be very precious: a treasure of knowledge, 
of moral power, of consecrated love, of melting and adoring piety. And yet with that excellent 
rigging and that precious cargo, we can steer our craft away from God and aim at self. Then 
only is there self-denial when, without regard to rigging and lading, a man causes his craft 
to run directly to the glory of God. 

The intention is everything. And it is this very intention which can so bitterly mislead 
us. That small wheel of our intentions is so exceedingly sensitive that a mere touch of the 
finger can reverse its action. This is why we are such ready believers in the goodness and 
beauty of our intentions. 

Hence the need of deep, correct, intimate knowledge of self. And who possesses this? 
And since by His light the Holy Spirit constantly refines and chastens our self-knowledge, 
is it not perfectly natural that, while to-day we imagine ourselves to be quite advanced in 
self-denial, only next week we discover how bitterly mistaken we are? 

To seek and look for one’s highest good and eternal salvation, not in every creature, but 
in God; to use spiritual or material gifts not for ourselves, but for His glory; to esteem all 
perishable things of no account compared to the eternal; unwilling to be one’s own lord, 
but as God’s servant to enter His employ; no longer to possess any precious things, as money 
or treasure, or even one’s children, as one’s own, but to know oneself the appointed steward 
of the Lord; to have no more care or anxious thought; but renouncing every trust in man, 
in capital or fixed income, or in any other creature, to trust only and solely in the faithful 
God; to be at peace with one’s lot and with God’s will; and, finally, to direct all intentions 
and emotions away from oneself upon the Beloved and Glorious One,—is this not far- 
reaching? And can our own progress in regard to it ever satisfy us? 

And yet such self-denial is required to render our works good works indeed, in which 
the angels can rejoice. 

Thus the things which the Holy Spirit took from Christ to give unto us return to our 
Surety; for it is evident that not one of our good works can ever be complete in that sense. 
Our self-denial is never perfect. Hence the sad complaint that “our best works are ever pol- 
luted before God”; and the prayer for the cleansing even, of our good works. 

And this must be so; it has been divinely ordained that God’s children shall never leave 
Christ. If they really obtained perfection they would lose sight of their Surety; but the fact 
that even their best effort is defiled drives them to Christ for the atonement and cleansing 
in His blood. Self-denial is a fruit of the atonement made perfect only by the atonement. And 
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thus, in the growing and ripening of spiritual fruit, God uses our thoughts, words, and deeds 
as instruments of sanctification. 

For does not the exercise of frequent self-denial and the subsequent yielding of the fruit 
of righteousness, under the Spirit’s gracious operation, create holy habits in the soul? Is not 
in this way the natural bent of the heart transferred from Satan to God? And when the Holy 
Spirit makes these holy habits, this bent of the heart toward holiness, a permanent disposition, 
then we have become fellow workers with God in our own sanctification. Nor is it as tho 
He did one part and we another, but He using our work as a chisel in the sculpturing of our 
own soul. 

And from this motive the faithful ministers of the Word should persuade, incite, and 
constrain believers to be always abounding in the work of the Lord. Sanctification must be 
preached as with the mouth of loudest trumpet. The Church of Christ imperatively needs 
it. The word which declares that God is a God who justifieth the ungodly may not be severed 
from that other word: “Be ye holy, for I am holy.” (Lev. xx. 7; 1 Peter i. 16) The operations 
of the Word and of the Holy Spirit flow together. Therefore every young disciple of Christ 
should not only confess His name and live according to the desires of his heart, but flee 
from worldly lusts to walk holily and sincerely before the Lord. 

Ministers of the Word should be careful not to conceal the majesty of the Lord Jehovah 
behind the cross of Christ. The responsibility must be fearful, if ever it should appear that 
our preaching of the cross of Christ, instead of having smothered sin, had quenched holy 
living. 
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XVII. 


Natural Love. 
“And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”—Rom. v. 5. 


Sanctification does not exhaust the work of the Holy Spirit. It is an extraordinary work, 
necessitated by man’s fall into sin. Love, of which we now will treat, is His deepest and most 
proper work, which He would have wrought even if sin had never been heard of; which He 
will continue after death; which He works now already in the angels, and which He will 
continue in us in the mansions of the Father’s house evermore. Necessarily, across the path 
of quickening love falls the dark shadow of that terrible operation of judgment and hardening 
which the Holy Spirit works in the lost. We will close with a sketch of the unpardonable sin 
against the Holy Ghost. 


Our subject is not love in general, but Love. The difference is evident. Love signifies the 
only pure, true, divine Love; by love in general is understood every expression of kindness, 
attachment, mutual affection, and devotion wherein are seen reflections of the glory of 
Eternal Love. 

Love in its general sense is also found in the world of animals; a love so strong sometimes 
that it shames man, casting reproach upon his conscience. The tenderness of the mother 
hen is proverbial. The same hen which at other times runs away at the distant approach of 
dog or cat, flies at the ugliest cat or fiercest bulldog when she has chickens to defend. Every 
mother bird defends her eggs at the price of her life. And altho neither cat nor dog had the 
least consideration for the mother love of hen or duck, yet both manifest the same love for 
their young ones. The most bloodthirsty animals, even tigers and hyenas, are never more 
enraged than when the hunter approaches their whelps too closely. It is unnecessary to say 
that love in this sense has no moral value. Yet it is not valueless. Christ made the love of the 
mother hen a type of His own love for His people and for Jerusalem. And when our small 
boys are furious when they see the male rabbit kill his young while the female fights for 
them, there is in their boyish hearts a pure voice of praise for the superior love of that little 
mother. However, praise for this love which is merely instinctive, increated, and irresistible 
belongs, not to the mother hen or mother lion, but to Him who created it in them. 
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Turning from the love of instinct to the world of men, we are surprised to meet phenom- 
ena closely resembling it. A coquettish maiden, apparently devoid of all devotion, becomes 
a wife and mother, and suddenly she seems to have been initiated into the mysteries of love., 
Her infant is the only object of all her thoughts. She suffers for it without complaint, fondles 
and cherishes it; and if a cruel dog were to attack the babe, as a heroine the otherwise timid 
maiden would fight the monster. 

And yet with all these similarities there is a difference. Love in that mother is weaker 
than in the animal. For hours she can leave her child in the care of others, while the brooding 
mother bird scarcely leaves the nest at all. The former has affection for other members of 
the family, but the latter with shrieks drives away all that dare approach the nest. In a word, 
the animal’s maternal love is more absolute, and in this respect excels the love of the young 
mother. But when the chickens are half grown, the mother forgets and forsakes them; while 
the love of most mothers for their tender infants gradually assumes a nobler character, rising 
from instinctive love to spiritual love. A mother’s power lies in the fact that she prays for 
her child. 

Evidently we must distinguish here two kinds of love: a lower form which springs from 
the blood, which the mother has in common with the bird, but which is less constant; and 
a superior love of another sort lacking in the hen, by which the human far surpasses the 
animal. 

This lower form is from the blood; not altogether instinctive as in the dove, yet nearly 
so, i.e., independent of the moral development of the mother. This can be seen in girls of 
inferior moral development, who, when they become mothers, fall almost desperately in 
love with their babes; while in others, who stand much higher morally, maternal love is 
much more moderate. And this shows that the irresistible passion of maternal love lacks a 
higher motive. Like the animal’s love it springs from nature. And when we see and enjoy 
the spectacle, we realize that the glory of it belongs, not to the woman, but to Him whose 
work we admire in the inclinations of the creature. 

Next to this instinctive love we find in the mother something superior; not only in the 
few, but in all. And we say this in spite of the fact that there are unnatural mothers who are 
almost entirely devoid of this higher love. Only, it should be remembered, that the human 
soul contains much that is suppressed, which, once was active; that in dehumanized women, 
when only partly reclaimed, this nobler feature often reappears; yea, that in the lives of such 
mothers, amid sin and shame, there are momentary sparks of a higher love which illumine 
their moral darkness like a flash of lightning. 


This higher grade of maternal love bears an entirely different character. The sight of 
the sweet and lovely babe may support it, but can not account for it, nor produce it. It has 
a higher origin. Its sign is: a mother carrying her child to holy Baptism. For altho much of 


449 


510 


Second Chapter. LOVE 


this is done out of custom and from love of display, yet essentially it is the declaration that 
a human child is greater than young bird or animal’s whelp. Even when the French Revolution 
had temporarily abolished holy Baptism, it replaced it by a sort of political baptism. The 
young mother is constrained to see in her child something greater than mere “clods of infant 
flesh.” And altho in many mothers it has become almost imperceptible, sunk so low that 
many have been seen to drag their children into the paths of sin; yet in nobler natures, and 
under more favorable circumstances, this refreshing parental love has the power to develop 
the energy of the moral growth of future generations. In understanding the difference 
between father and mother one will be able to distinguish, this lower and higher mother 
love, even in their finer variations. Of course, the instinctive love is not so strong in the 
father as in the mother; hence the love which bears the moral character of duty and vocation 
is more conspicuous in the former. 

But even where this wonderful mingling of instinctive and moral love in the mutual love 
of husband and wife manifests itself most beautifully, in parental love and by counter-action 
in filial love, and as a connecting link in fraternal love, it is still a form of love that can exist 
in total independence of the conscious love of God. Often it strongly expresses itself among 
pronounced unbelievers. 

And the same is true of that freer expression of love which, independently of the ties of 
blood, often develops itself in beautiful forms between friends, between congenial minds, 
between comrades in the same struggle, between the leaders and the led; yea, which from 
the things visible can rise to embrace the things invisible, and unfold itself in fairest forms 
of love for art and science, for king and country, for the nation and its history, for inherited 
rights and privileges—in brief, for all that inspires the breast with the noble feelings of 
consecration and sacrifice. For, whatever its wealth and scintillating beauty may be, in itself 
it is apart from the Love of the Eternal. In order not to betray their accomplices, hardened 
criminals have endured cruel tortures upon the rack with marvelous constancy. Communists, 
dying upon the barricades of Paris in defense of the most blasphemous barbarism, have 
displayed a heroism similar to that of our heroes at Waterloo and Dogger-Bank. Profane 
and wanton soldiers have cast themselves upon the enemy with rare contempt of death. But 
in all these manifestations of love, blood heated by passion on the one hand, and impure 
motives on the other, may play their part and rob it almost entirely of its divine character. 

Yea, even in its highest manifestations among men, such as pity for the suffering and 
mercy toward the fallen and perishing, it may still be devoid of the spark of holy Love. There 
are natural men who can not bear the sight of suffering; who are so deeply affected by the 
heart-breaking spectacles of sorrow and mourning that they must show pity; to whom the 
offering of sympathy is a natural necessity; who count the soothing of other men’s sorrow 
a joy rather than a sacrifice. 
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But even in this highest form, most closely approaching the divine mercies, it is frequently 
without any connection with the Eternal Love. It may be an impulse from instinct, an inclin- 
ation from temperament, the effect of a noble example, or for the sake of fame almost 
everywhere obtainable by works of mercy; but the love of Christ is lacking. It is not the 
throbbing of the Love of God that vibrates in these manifestations. There is love that is to 
be appreciated; but the Love of which St. John declares that God is Love, is found only when 
the Holy Spirit enters the soul and teaches it to glory “In the love of God which is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given us.” (Rom. v. 5) 
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XVIII. 


Love in the Triune Being of God. 
“God is Love.” —1 John iv. 8. 


Between natural love even in its highest forms and Holy Love there is a wide chasm. 
This had to be emphasized so that our readers might not mistake the nature of Love. Many 
say that God is Love, but measure His Love by the love of men. They study love’s being and 
manifestations in others and in themselves, and then think themselves competent to judge 
that this human love, in a more perfect form, is the Love of God. Of course they are wrong. 
Essential Love must be studied as it is in God Himself; as He has manifested it in His Word. 
And the scintillations of the creature’s feeble love must be looked upon only as sparks from 
the fire of the divine Love. 

Our God is the very liberal Fountain of all good. Love being the highest good, God must 
be the very liberal Fountain of all Love. And from that Fountain flows every earthly love of 
whatever name, however faint or feeble. The Creator alone can create in His creature the 
irresistible love of instinct, in which we see a display of His glory. For the same end He created 
a strong creaturely attachment, not wholly instinctive, yet to some extent unconsciously 
active; to this belong the mother’s love for her babe, love at first sight, brotherly love, etc. 
Higher than this is the love of moral kinship, whereby He has disposed spirit to spirit for 
congenial fellowship and mutual love. These are three forms in which is found something 
of the Love of God, but still belonging to Creation and Providence, in no wise partaking of 
the treasure of the divine Life. 


Love on earth adopts this higher character only when it becomes self-consecrating, self- 
denying, self-sacrificing; when the object of love does not attract, but only repels. The devoted 
nurse caring for the pest-stricken stranger finds nothing in him to attract her; rather the 
reverse. And still she stays, she perseveres, not only from a sense of duty, but attracted by 
the misery and desolation of the sufferer. This is indeed the effect of a higher love, which 
flows from the Fountain of Eternal Love. That nurse exhibits devotion to the invisible, ap- 
prehension of the spiritual. 

And altho God has so constituted our nervous system that suffering causes us discomfort, 
that the sight of pain affects us painfully, so that from a mere fellow feeling we are instantly 
ready to bear relief to the sufferer, yet that higher form of love usually rises from the lower 
nervous life to a higher expression which is impossible without an inward operation of grace. 

It thus prepares the way for the highest love, that directs itself not only to the invisible 
things, but to the Invisible One, attracting the soul toward Him with irresistible drawings. 
And only then is Love itself reached. 
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The Word declares that God is Love, and the Spirit’s testimony says in every heart: 
“Amen, not in us, but in Thee, O Eternal One. Thou art Love. There is no love that does not 
spring from Thee! “ And this is a mystery that men and angels fail to fathom. Who ever 
expressed its perfection in words? Who does not realize that it is a harmony marvelously 
beautiful, blessed, and divine which the confused ear of the creature can not fully appreciate? 
Men confess it, drink in its sweetness and loveliness; the heart is blessed and cherished by 
it; but after the bliss is tasted and the cup taken from the lips, we know no more of the nature 
of Love than the babe that has enjoyed love at his mother’s breast. We can not describe or 
analyze it; we can not fathom or penetrate its hidden essence. It takes possession of us, 
pervades us, refreshes us; but as the wind, of which we know not whence it cometh and 
whither it goeth, so in our best moments are the wonderful drawings of the Love of our 
God. It is not created nor conceived. It is eternal as God Himself. Love was never outside 
of Him, so as to come to Him from elsewhere; nor for a single moment throughout eternity 
was He without it. Without bearing in Himself deep, eternal Love, without being Love, He 
can not be our God. 


Superficial minds, however, conceive of the Love of God only as forgiving sin; as too 
good to tolerate suffering; too peaceable to allow war. But the Word teaches that the Love 
of God is a holy Love, intolerant of evil, for its own sake causing the sinner to suffer that 
he may turn from his false joys. It was this very Love that said in Paradise, immediately after 
the breach of sin: “I will put enmity!” 

God’s children have derived from the Word deeper and richer conceptions of the divine 
Love, for they confess a Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God in three Persons: 
the Father, who generates; the Son, who is generated; and the Holy Spirit, who proceeds 
from both Father and Son. And the Love-life whereby these Three mutually love each other 
is the Eternal Being Himself. This alone is the true and real life of Love. The entire Scripture 
teaches that nothing is more precious and glorious than the Love of the Father for the Son, 
and of the Son for the Father, and of the Holy Spirit for both. 

This Love is nameless: human tongue has no words to express it; no creature may in- 
quisitively look into its eternal depths. It is the great and impenetrable mystery. We listen 
to its music and adore it; but when its glory has passed through the soul the lips are still 
unable adequately to describe any of its features. God may loose the tongue so that it can 
shout and sing to the praise of eternal Love, but the intellect remains powerless. 

Before God created heaven and earth with all their inhabitants, the eternal Love of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit shone with unseen splendor in the divine Being. Love exists, 
not for the sake of the world, but for God’s sake; and when the world came into existence, 
Love remained unchanged; and if every creature were to disappear, it would remain just as 
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rich and glorious as ever. Love exists and works in the Eternal Being apart from the creature; 
and its radiation upon the, creature is but a feeble reflection of its being. 

Love is not God, but God is Love; and He is sufficient to Himself to love absolutely and 
forever. He has no need of the creature, and the exercise of His Love did not begin with the 
creature whom He could love, but it flows and springs eternally in the Love-life of the Triune 
God. God is Love; its perfection, divine beauty, real dimensions, and holiness are not found 
in men, not even in the best of God’s children, but scintillate only around the Throne of 
God. 

The unity of Love with the Confession of the Trinity is the starting-point from which 
we proceed to base Love independently in God, absolutely independent of the creature or 
anything creaturely. This is not to make the divine Trinity a philosophic deduction from 
essential love. That is unlawful; if God had not revealed this mystery in His Word we should 
be totally ignorant of it. But since the Scripture puts the Triune Being before us as the Object 
of our adoration, and upon almost every page most highly exalts the mutual Love of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and delineates it as an Eternal Love, we know and plainly see that this 
holy Love may never be represented but as springing from the mutual love of the divine 
Persons. 

Hence through the mystery of the Trinity, the Love which is in God and is God obtains 
its independent existence, apart from the creature, independent of the emotions of mind 
and heart; and it rises as a sun, with its own fire and rays, outside of man, in God, in whom 
it rests and from whom it radiates. 

In this way we eradicate every comparison of the Love of God with our love. In this way 
the false mingling ceases. In principle we resist the reversing of positions whereby arrogant 
man had succeeded in copying from himself a so-called God of Love, and into silencing all 
adoration. In this way the soul returns to the blessed confession that God is Love, and the 
way of divine mercy and pity is opened whereby the brightness of that Sun can radiate in a 
human way, i.e., in a finite and imperfect manner to and in the human heart, to the praise 
of God. 
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XIX. 


The Manifestation of Holy Love. 
“And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us.” —1 John iv. 16. 


The question which now presents itself is: In what way is the divine, majestic act of 
making man a partaker of true love accomplished? We answer that this is— 

1. Prepared by the Father in Creation. 

2. Made possible by the Son in Redemption. 

3. Effectually accomplished by the Holy Spirit in Sanctification. 


There is in this respect, first a work of the Father, which the Heidelberg Catechism 
designates, “Of God the Father and our Creation,” following the example of St. Paul, who 
wrote: “But to us there is but one God the Father, of whom are all things” (1 Cor. viii. 6). 
By this we do not mean to deny that God the Father works also in redemption and in sanc- 
tification, for all the outgoing works of God belong to the three Persons. We only wish to 
indicate that seeking for the origin of things, one can not stop at the Holy Spirit, for He 
proceedeth from the Son and the Father; nor at the Son, for He is generated by the Father; 
but at the Father, for He neither proceedeth from any one, nor is He generated. 

In this Scriptural sense we say, that the work of making man a partaker of Love is pre- 
pared by the Father in creation. 

For every exercise of love, both in man and animal, finds its ground in creation. In the 
animal God created instinctive love directly; in the man He created love by making all men 
of one blood, by ordaining husband and wife to be each other’s helpmeets, and by creating 
in the blood itself that wonderful attraction of the one to the other. 

Moreover, He also implanted in man’s consciousness the sense of love. The animal loves, 
but without knowing it. On the contrary, not only does man feel the impulse of love, but 
this impulse is also reflected in the mirror of his soul wherein he beholds the beauty of love; 
thus he learns to cherish love and to rise to the act of loving with full consciousness. 

Finally, by His providence, which is but an effect of creation, the Father ordains that 
man should meet man, come into contact with man, that in this way the sense of love may 
become active in him. For whether it be a poor sufferer whose distress arouses my love, or 
a bold character that appeals to my sympathy; or lastly a pure and beautiful figure that attracts 
me irresistibly, it is always God the Father who allots me these meetings, who by His 
providential leadings makes the kindling of love possible. 


This is followed, in the second place, by the work of the Son, who became flesh to reveal 
to us the fulness of divine Love in the flesh. Hence the manifestation of Love in the redemptive 
work. 
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This is entirely different from what the Father did in creation; for, altho in creation divine 
love was foreshadowed, its conception implanted, and its imperfect exercise made possible, 
yet the divine Love itself was not revealed. But it is revealed in the advent of the Son: “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
Him might not perish, but have everlasting life” (John iii. 16); “Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and gave us His son to be a propitiation for our sins.” ((1 
John iv. 10) This is the “Peace an earth, good will toward men” (Luke ii. 14) of which the 
angels sang in the fields of Bethlehem; this is the mystery that the angels desire to look into. 

Here we notice again two things: 

First, the Love wherewith God loved the world proven by the fact that he spares not His 
own Son, but delivers Him up for us all. 

Second, the love of Christ for the Father, whose work He finished, and for us, whom He 
saved. 

The second is of greatest importance to us. In Christ, whom we honor as God manifest 
in the flesh, the divine Love is seen; in Him it appeared and scintillated with all-surpassing, 
brightness. The reality of the divine Love appeared to men for the first time and once for 
all in Him: “That which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon and our hands have handled, declare we unto you” (1 John i. 1-3); and that 
was always the glory of the eternal Love which had captivated and pervaded their whole 
soul. 

Until now men had walked in Love’s shadow, but in Immanuel Love itself appeared in 
the flesh and after the manner of men. It was not merely a radiation of Love, its reflection, 
an increated feature, sense, or inclination, but the fresh, irresistible waves of Love’s own 
constraining power issuing from the depths of His divine heart. It was this Love which, in 
the heart of Immanuel, brought heaven down to earth, and which by His ascension to 
heaven uplifted our world to the halls of eternal light. Even tho Europe had felt nothing of 
it, and America had never thought of a Savior, tho Africa had not heard the tidings, and it 
was but a small spot in Asia where His feet pressed the ground, yet it was the heart of Im- 
manuel that bound every continent and the world—yea, the very universe around it, to the 
divine Mercy. 

That Love shone forth as a love for an enemy. Man had become the enemy of God: 
“There is none that doeth good, no not one.” (Psalm xiv. 3; liii. 3; Rom. iii. 12) The creature 
hated God. The enmity was absolute and terrible. There was nothing in man to attract God; 
rather everything to repel Him. And when all was enmity and repulsion, then the Love of 
God was made manifest in that Christ died for us when we were enemies. 

Love among men and animals rests upon mutual attraction, sympathy, and inclination; 
even the love that relieves the sufferer feels the power of it. But here is a love that finds no 


456 


519 


XIX. The Manifestation of Holy Love 


attraction anywhere, but repulsion everywhere. And in this fact sparkles the sovereign liberty 
of divine Love: it loves because it will love, and by loving saves the object of its love. 

Since this Love attained its severest tension on Calvary, its symbol is and ever shall be 
the Cross. For the Cross is the most fearful manifestation of man’s enmity; and by the very 
contrast the beauty and adorableness of divine Love shine most gloriously: Love that suffers 
and bears everything, Love that can die voluntarily, and in that death heralds the dawn of 
a still more glorious future. 


But even the work of the Son does not finish the work of putting the impress of God’s 
Love upon the human heart. Wherefore as the Creation is followed by the Incarnation, so 
does Pentecost follow the Incarnation; and it is God the Holy Spirit who accomplishes this 
third work by His descent into the heart of man. 

“It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you.” (John xvi. 7) This implies that the Holy Ghost would give the disciples still a 
higher good than the Son could give them. This is not independently of the Son; for the 
Scripture teaches emphatically that He neither will nor can do anything without the Son, 
and that He receives of the Son only to give unto us. However, the difference remains that, 
altho Jesus suffers and dies and rises again for us, nevertheless the actual work in the souls 
of men awaits the gracious operation of the Holy Spirit. It is, as St. Paul writes to the Romans, 
that “the Love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.” (Rom. v. 5) 

And this is the proper work of the Holy Spirit, that shall remain His forevermore. When 
there remains no more sin to be atoned for, nor any unholiness to be sanctified, when all 
the elect shall jubilate before the throne, even then the Holy Spirit shall perform this divine 
work of keeping the Love of God actively dwelling in their hearts. How, we can not tell; but 
this we understand, that it is the Holy Spirit who, being the same in all, unites all souls in 
blessed union. When at the same moment spiritual life is wrought in your soul and mine 
and in the souls of others, the mutual bond of Love must be the result. For, altho men and 
things are grounded in the Father, and the souls of the redeemed are united in the Son, yet 
personally to enter into every soul, making it His temple and dwelling-place, is the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Hence it is the same Spirit who as God enters the heart of every one of the redeemed, 
and as God performs and perfects His work in every heart irresistibly. And, tho different 
circumstances and manifold sins have caused differences of opinion among the persons in 
whom the same Holy Spirit has been at work, so that at times they have held strongly opposite 
views, yet the fact of their inward union remains, which by the working and indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in their hearts is made a real and even indissoluble union. 

This may not always come to the surface, but inwardly the matter is all the more real 
and glorious. Moreover, the Holy Spirit is always actively at work to remove every outward 
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obstacle. And if this is not altogether a success before we die, there is no need of fear so long 
as in death the scales shall, as it were, fall from our eyes, and Love shall conquer. Compared 
to eternity, life on earth is but a moment. Hence it may not be denied that the bond of 
union, the intertwining and interlacing that must bind the children of God together in the 
divine fire of Love, is, by the working and indwelling of the self-same Spirit, a real fact. It is 
the self-same Holy Spirit who, dwelling in every heart, directs them altogether to one end, 
who, consecrating every soul to be His tabernacle, in that He is God and therefore Love, 
brings it about that, in and through and with Himself, the Love of God is shed abroad in 
every heart. Think of Him as banished from their souls, and the Love of God has fled from 
their hearts; but let every grace be concealed and slumbering, let the outward appearance 
deny the inward grace, so long as we are assured that the Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts 
we may rest assured that even the Love of God dwells in us. 

Moreover, the Holy Spirit is not a Stranger in our hearts, but penetrates our deepest 
selfhood and brings to each of us a gift, a word, a consolation peculiarly adapted to our in- 
dividual need. Of course this is a much varied work; but, despite its multiformity, it is not 
a pieced work without inward connection, but an executing of the plan of the Father in ac- 
cordance with the eternal counsel. Wherefore, however delicate its nature may be, it is always 
aiming at that pure and perfect harmony which in God’s counsel is prepared not only for 
every one of the redeemed, but for the whole house of God, and the body of Christ in all its 
proportions. 

As the selfsame Spirit, He not only works in all, uniting all, but, since He proceeds from 
Father and Son, He also arranges and directs His work in one soul with regard to that in 
another, so that the interlacing and welding together of the souls of the saints must be the 
result. When according to the same glorious plan one Worker works in all, then every wall 
of separation must fall; Love must prevail, and all its sweet and blessed influence be felt:, 
not as something that proceeds from ourselves and belongs to us, but as a Love even foreign 
to us which coming from God penetrates and refreshes the soul; not the mere ideal of enthu- 
siasts, but a divine power that masters and overcomes us; not an abstract conception merely 
charming us, but the Holy Spirit whom we feel and discover in the soul as Love; a warm, 
full, blessed outpouring of Love that is stronger than death and that many waters can not 
quench. 
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XX. 


God the Holy Spirit the Love which Dwells in the Heart. 
"It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron’s beard; that went down to the skirts of his garments.” —Psalm cxxxiii. 2. 


The fact that love can radiate within man does not insure him the possession of true 
and real Love, unless, according to His eternal counsel, God is pleased to enter into personal 
fellowship with him. So long as man knows Him only from afar and not near, God is a 
stranger to him. He may admire His Love, have a faint sense of it, be pleasantly affected by 
it, and even rejoice to see others drink from its Fountain, yet never come a step nearer to it. 
In God’s hand he may be the means of showing others the way to it, without knowing it by 
personal experience. 

The true Love is one with and inseparable from God. It may radiate its brightness even 
in the animal, but Love itself can not enter the heart except God come first. And God’s elect 
have the royal privilege of calling this gift their own. All their wealth and treasure consist 
in the fact that from the hand of their Lord they have received this gold tried in the fire. 

Not, however, as tho this love, wholly possessing them, shall henceforth be of all their 
actions the only impulse. From St. Paul we learn that, while the Love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, much evil may be found among us; wherefore we are ad- 
monished to exercise patience and self-denial. But tho, like faith, Love may be in the germ 
and nothing be visible on the surface, in the warm soil, germ-like, it may swell, sprout, and 
strike out its roots in the ground. Hence, however defective and incomplete its form, Love 
itself dwells in our hearts; and by our own experience we are conscious of it. Who of God’s 
children does not recall the blessed moments when this Love fell upon the soul as mild dew 
drops upon the thirsty leaf, filling him with a felicity unknown heretofore? This blessed ex- 
perience was heavenly and supernatural. The soul actually felt the everlasting arms under- 
neath, and acknowledged that God is good and essentially Love. It is true the divine Majesty 
as it were consumed the soul, but at the same time it uplifted and glorified it. The soul 
realized that it was surrounded by Love, uplifted above the low plain of vanity, and, more 
blessed still, that it had received power to embrace God with the arms of its own love. It is 
true this does not last. The evening star of hope is followed again and again by the dawn of 
the common, every-day life; but by that experience we have seen the heavens opened, the 
sign of Eternal Love descending, and, heard the music of its voice saying: “Behold your God.” 


Hence these two must always go together: (1) Love shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost, and (2) the glad tidings that our God has come to us. And these are one and 
the same, for, as we have seen before, when the Eternal One comes to dwell with man, it is 
not the Father, nor the Son, but the Holy Spirit whose office is to enter into man’s spirit and 
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to establish the most intimate relation between him and God. The Father and the Son will 
also come to dwell with him; the Son is even said to stand at the door and knock waiting to 
be admitted; but both, Father and Son do this through the Holy Spirit. These three are One: 
the Holy Spirit is in the creation, but only through His essential union with the Father and 
the Son. He is also in the redemptive work, for He is bound to the pleasure of the Father 
and the Incarnation of the Son. In like manner both the Father and the Son dwell in the 
saints, but only through the Holy Spirit. 

If witnessing of the Holy Spirit were only momentary, if He came to tarry only for a 
night, the blessed work of Love could not be wrought. And if He had to leave the saints in 
one part of the world to visit others in other parts, it would be altogether out of the question. 
But He is God, unlimited: in my closet He abides with me just as really as with thousands 
in all parts of the earth at the same time; and not only with the saints below, but in a higher 
sense in all the redeemed already arrived in the heavenly Jerusalem. As the sun shines brightly 
into your chamber, while it radiates light and heat upon millions in distant lands, so is the 
operation of the Holy Spirit not local and limited, but divinely omnipresent in you and me, 
tho neither knows the other’s face nor yet has heard his name. 

For the Holy Spirit does not dwell in our hearts as we dwell in our house, independent 
of it, walking through it, shortly to leave it; but He so inheres in and cleaves to us that, tho 
we were thrown into the hottest crucible, He and we could not be separated. The fiercest 
fire could not dissolve the union. Even the body is called the temple of the Holy Spirit; and 
tho at death He may leave it at least in part, to bring it again in greater glory in the resurrec- 
tion, yet as far as our inward man is concerned, He never departs from us. In that sense He 
abides with us forever. 

Distressed and overwhelmed by the sense of guilt and shame, we may cry with David: 
“Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me!” (Psalm li. 11) but His indwelling in our souls can not 
be destroyed. An ancient temple was remarkable for the fact that, altho visitors came and 
went, and successive generations brought their sacrifices to the altar, yet the same idol re- 
mained for ages standing behind that altar immovable and stedfast. St. Paul wrote about 
the temple of the Holy Spirit, not to the people of Jerusalem, but to the Corinthians; 
wherefore it is evident that he borrowed his image from the idol-temple in their city, and 
not from that of Jerusalem. He meant to say that, as the image of Diana dwelt in the temple 
of Corinth permanently and without being removed, so does the Holy Spirit dwell perman- 
ently and stedfastly in the souls of the called of God. 


David says of Love: “It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon 
the beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments” (Psalm cxxxiii. 2),—a figure not 
very attractive for us who are unfamiliar with perfumed oils. But when you remember that 
the oil used for the anointing of the high priest was fragrant and volatile, so that when the 
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precious bottle was opened it filled the whole house with its fragrance, you will appreciate 
the beauty of the figure; for when the golden oil is poured out upon the head and runs down 
the flowing robe of the high priest, its all-pervading fragrance is found the next morning in 
the trailing hem of the garment. The high priest, in his robes of office, is the image of the 
Church of the living God, and his head the image of Christ. The anointing oil represents 
the Holy Spirit, who, being poured out upon the head of Christ, flows down from Him 
upon all who belong to His glorious, mystical body; reaching down so far that even the least 
esteemed, who are but as the hem of His garment, are pervaded by the selfsame precious 
ointment. 

This beautiful figure illustrates the unity which, as the fruit of Love, is wrought by the 
selfsame Holy Spirit who in all ages, among all nations, in all tongues and languages, enters 
into the hearts of God’s elect, abiding with them, planting Himself in them, never to leave 
them; who dwelling and working in all not according to His own choice, but according to 
the disposition of the members in the body of Christ, under Him as their glorious Head, 
has established the most blessed fellowship between that Head and the members; has entered 
every heart and penetrated to its deepest stratum; has united the whole assembly of the elect 
into one glorious, concordant whole, in perfect Love, now and forever. 

And this mighty fact, that the selfsame Holy Spirit dwells and works in all, is not only 
the prophecy of Love, but the, demonstration of the fact that Love exists, and that every 
disturbing element is but the dust that still covers the diamond, and the dross that prevents 
the glittering of the gold. God the Holy Spirit lives, is, and feels Himself One in all God’s 
children; and altho each experiences this in his own way, and expresses it in his own tongue, 
it is One and the Same who comforts and works in them all. 


Hence the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, loves His own work which He works in others. 
The Holy Spirit in one, can not deny Himself in another. From this it follows that the in- 
dwelling of the same Holy Spirit in all not only guarantees a real and substantial unity for 
the future and for the present, whether visible or invisible, but the very fact itself causes the 
Love of God to be shed abroad in the hearts of the saints, since the Holy Spirit must always 
love Himself: 

If He merely hovered over the surface of the soul’s life, this would not mean much; but 
there can be no stratum in the soul so low that He does not penetrate it. The fountain that 
He has opened in us pours forth from the spot where the first pulsations, the deepest motives 
and workings of the new man, originate. On the surface we may therefore cherish another 
love; but when, deceived and disappointed by that love, with contrite hearts we feel that the 
creature can not be trusted, then we find on the bottom of our own soul the same old, 
faithful, blessed, and divine Love by which the Holy Spirit comforts us and teaches us to 
comfort others. Even tho at times of indifference all may seem lost, we need not fear, for as 


461 


525 


526 


XX. God the Holy Spirit the Love which Dwells in the Heart. 


soon as the foundations of the soul are uncovered the presence of that eternal Love manifests 
itself. Underneath, in the hidden, mystic life, lies the foundation of all love in the presence 
of the Holy Spirit. 

God is Love, and through the Holy Spirit Love dwells in all God’s children; and these 
children united under their glorious Head in one body are one—one by the same new birth, 
by the same life, and the same Love; and, if it were possible at once to remove all earthly 


rubbish and pollution, we would see the sparkle of that Love in all and among all, beautiful 
and glorious. 
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XXI. 


The Love of the Holy Spirit in Us. 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.” —Matt. xxvii. 37. 


The Scripture teaches not only that the Holy Spirit dwells in us, and with Him Love, 
but also that He sheds abroad that Love in our hearts. 

This shedding abroad does not refer to the coming of the Holy Spirit’s Person, for a 
person can not be shed abroad. He comes, takes possession, and dwells in us; but that which 
is shed abroad must consist of numberless particles. The verb “to pour out” (to shed abroad) 
is used primarily of water, grain, or fruit; i.e., of liquids or solids composed of parts or 
particles of one kind, passing from one vessel into another. In Scripture the verb is used 
metaphorically. Hannah said: “I ‘have poured out my soul before the Lord” (1 Sam. i. 15); 
the Psalmist: “Pour out your heart before Him” (Psalm lxii. 8); Isaiah: “They poured out a 
prayer before Him.” (Isa. xxvi. 16) “To pour out,” always signifies that the heart is filled to 
overflowing with so many complaints, cares, griefs, or distresses that it can no longer contain 
them, but pours them out before God or men in groans and prayers. 

With reference to God, we read that He poured out the fierceness of His anger upon 
His enemies; and again, “that He shall pour out the Spirit of prayer and supplication.” In 
the first passage, the metaphor is borrowed from the hail-storm which overtakes the traveler 
and prostrates him. So shall the blows of divine wrath descend like hail upon the heads of 
its enemies and prostrate them. And in the second it is signified that with overwhelming 
power His people shall be constrained to prayer. 

In this latter sense, the Scripture frequently applies it to the advent of the Holy Spirit. 
Both prophets and apostles declare that the Lord shall pour out His Spirit upon all. Finally, 
we read that the Holy Spirit was poured out. But even here the primary meaning of the 
word must be retained, for by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit we understand the flowing 
down into our hearts, or into the Church, of a multitude of powers of the same kind that 
fill the emptiness of the soul. 


It may be objected—and this deserves careful consideration—that in this thought we 
contradict our former statement, that it is the Holy Spirit, the Third Person in the Trinity, 
who takes possession of the heart and, dwells therein; for we now say that it is, not the Person 
who comes in, but a working, an element, a power which is poured out. But, instead of being 
contradictory, these two are the same; only, by their mutual connection, they give us a more 
correct insight—and that is just what we need. When I carry a lighted lamp into a dark 
room, I enter as the light-bearer, while at the same moment the light is poured out in the 
room. These two should not be confounded. I am not poured out, but the light. I enter the 
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room, but the light is carried into it. And this is exactly what the Holy Spirit does. When 
He enters the heart the brightness of His Person is poured out therein. 

It is true that in these cases the Holy Spirit is mentioned in a somewhat modified sense, 
but when we speak of the light the same is true. Of an approaching light we say, “There 
comes the light,” altho we know that some one carries the light. At sunrise we say, “The sun 
is rising,” altho it would be more correct to say: “The light of the sun is rising.” In like 
manner the name of the Holy Spirit is used in Scripture in a twofold way: first, with reference 
to the Third Person in the Trinity; secondly, with reference to the heavenly brightness and 
blessed activity which He carries with Himself. And instead of being more or less incorrect, 
this two-fold use of the name is much more correct with reference to the Holy Spirit than 
when it refers to artificial light or to the sun. We should remember that there is a difference 
between the lamp and its radiating light; and that the immense body of the sun and its light 
are also two different things. But this is not so with reference to the Holy Spirit. There is no 
difference between Himself and His operations. We make the distinction to assist our rep- 
resentation, but in reality it has no existence. Where the Holy Spirit is, there He works; and 
where He works, there is the Holy Spirit. They are the same. The one is even unthinkable 
without the other. 

There is an advantage in the use of the metaphor “to pour out.” It teaches that the 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit in the congregation of the elect is neither inactive, nor from 
compulsion keeping himself aloof from their persons; but that He can not come among 
them without pouring Himself out in them. And, dwelling in the elect, He does not slumber, 
nor does He keep an eternal Sabbath, in idleness shutting Himself up in their hearts; but as 
the divine Worker He seeks from within to fill their individual persons, pouring the stream 
of His divine brightness through every space. 

But we should not imagine that every believer is instantly filled and permeated with 
that brightness. On the contrary, the Holy Spirit finds him filled with all manner of evil and 
treachery. Iniquities are piled up on every side. Horrible sins rise from underneath. The 
consciousness of his bitter, spiritual misery harasses him. Moreover, his heart is divided by 
many walls and partitions. Even the brightest light can not penetrate the whole at once; and 
by far the greater part remains for the present at least in deepest darkness. 

From this it follows that, when the Holy Spirit has entered man’s heart, His task is not 
ended, but only just begun—a task so difficult that the power of the Holy Spirit alone can 
perform it. His method of procedure is not with divine power to force a man as tho he were 
a stock or block, but by the power of love and compassion so to influence and energize the 
impulses of the feeble will that it feels the effect, is inclined, and finally consents to be the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. 

Being once firmly established, He gradually subjects the most hidden impulses and in- 
tentions of the saint’s personality to the power of His Love, in order thus to prevail. For this 
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end He uses at once the external means of the preached Word which penetrates the con- 
sciousness and takes hold of the person, and the internal operation of blessing the Word 
and making it effectual. This operation is different in each person. In one it proceeds with 
marvelous rapidity; in another, progress is exceedingly slow, being checked by serious reac- 
tion which in some rare cases is overcome only with the last breath. There are scarcely two 
men in whom this gracious operation is completely the same. 


It may not be denied that the Holy Spirit often meets serious opposition on the part of 
the saint: not from enmity, for he isan enemy no more, but because he is commanded to 
depart from sin, to renounce his idols, his sinful affections, the many things that seem indis- 
pensable to his joy and life, and especially when, pointing to the cross, the Holy Spirit imposes 
sacrifices, pursues him with afflictions, covers him with ignominy. Then that opposition 
can become so strong and grievous that one would almost say: “He is no more a child of 
God.” 

And the Holy Spirit bears all this resistance with infinite pity, and overcomes it and 
casts it out with eternal mercy. Who that is not a stranger to his own heart does not remember 
how many years it took before he would yield a certain point of resistance; how he always 
avoided facing it; restlessly opposed it, at last thought to end the matter by arranging for a 
sort of modus vivendi between himself and the Holy Spirit? But the Holy Spirit did not cease, 
gave him no rest; again and again that familiar knock was heard, the calling in his heart of 
that familiar voice. And after years of resistance he could not but yield in the end; it became 
like fire in his bones, and he cried out: “Thou, Lord, art stronger than I; Thou hast prevailed.” 

In this way the Holy Spirit breaks down every wall of partition, pouring out His light 
in all the heart’s empty spaces, gradually opening every door, gaining access to the soul’s 
most secret chambers, even to the vaults underneath the structure of our being, until finally, 
either before or in death, the outpouring of His brightness is complete in all our personality, 
and the whole heart has become His temple. 

This task is executed only by means of Love. The Holy Spirit allows Himself to be grieved, 
provoked, and insulted; but He never yields. He is never weary of repeating the same thing 
to the ear that once was deaf. In our past or present there can be no sin, however base, of 
which He does not comfort us, which He does not pardon. He gives healing balm for every 
inward wound. He always has a word in good season for all that are weary. It is Love always 
filling us with shame; but at the same time ever uplifting, never despairing, unceasing in its 
devotion. 

It is not merely a Love for men in general, but in the most exclusive sense a personal 
Love for the individual; not only Love for the redeemed taken as a multitude, but a Love 
individual, peculiarly tinted to meet the special peculiarity of our being. It is not only a pity 
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for all who suffer, like that of the nurse for the patients of her ward, but Love that can not 
meet the need of any one else, but is for me personally just what it must and can not otherwise 
be. 

Hence the divine patience in winning thee. One might say:. “There are thousands of 
others whom He might take and influence with much less trouble perhaps.” But that is not 
the question. With all the depth of His divine Love He sought thee personally. It is Love in 
the richest, purest, tenderest sense of the word. 

The Holy Spirit prevails by loving us, by proving His Love, by breathing Love, while, at 
the same time, His victory carries Love into our hearts. Allow Him to enter your soul, and 
He will carry Love therein, which imperceptibly imparts itself to your heart and inclination. 
We yield, not because we are compelled by superior power, but being drawn by Love, we 
are so affected that we can not resist it. 

And this is the glorious, divine, and beautiful art of which the Holy Spirit is the chief 
Artist. He alone understands it, and they whom He has taught. All other love is but a feeble 
shadow or faint imitation. Not until through Love the Holy Spirit has prevailed can Love 
enter our hearts, and then we, the formerly sinful and selfish, learn to appreciate Love. 
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XXII. 


Love and the Comforter. 
“By the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned.”—2 Cor. vi. 6. 


The question is, “In what sense is the pouring out of Love an ever-continued, never- 
finished work? 

Love is here taken in its highest, purest sense. Love which gives its goods to the poor 
and its body to be burned is out of the question. St. Paul declares that one may do these 
things and still be nothing more than a sounding brass, utterly devoid of the least spark of 
the true and real Love. 

In 2 Cor. vi. 6 the apostle mentions the motives of his zeal for the cause of Christ; and 
it is remarkable that among them he mentions these three, in the following order: “By 
goodness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned.” Goodness indicates general benevolence 
and readiness to sacrifice; of these we find among worldly men many examples that make 
us ashamed. Then comes the stimulating and animating influences of the Holy Spirit; lastly, 
Love unfeigned which is the true, real, and divine Love. 

In his hymn of eternal Love the apostle gives us an exquisite delineation of this “Love 
unfeigned;” which shall not cease to command the admiration of the saints on earth as long 
as taste for heavenly melodies shall dwell in their hearts: 

“Love suffereth long and is kind; Love envieth not; Love vaunted not itself, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own; is not easily provoked; thinketh 
no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Love never faileth . .. . For now we see in a 
mirror, darkly; but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know even as also 
Iam known. And now abideth faith, hope, and love, these three; but the greatest of these is 
Love.” ( 1 Cor. xiii. 4-8, 12-13) 

This teaches how the Holy Spirit performs His work of Love. And so, says the apostle, 
must the fruit of His work be in our hearts. Very well; if such is the glorious fruit of His 
work and men know the tree by its fruit, may we not conclude that this is but the description 
of His own work of Love? 

The means employed by the Holy Spirit in the shedding abroad of the Love of God in 
our hearts is simply Love. By loving us He teaches love. By applying love to us, by expending 
love upon us, He inculcates love on us. It is the Love of the Holy Spirit whereby the shedding 
abroad of love in our hearts has become possible. As, according to 1 Cor. xiii., Love ought 
to manifest itself in our lives, so has the Holy Spirit wrought it in our hearts. With endless 
longsuffering and touching kindness He sought to win us. Of the love which we gave to the 
Father and the Son He was never envious, but rejoiced in it. His Love never made a display 
of us by leading us into unendurable temptations. It never impressed us as being self-seeking, 
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but always as ministering love. It ever accommodated itself to the needs and conditions of 
our hearts. However much grieved, it was never provoked. It never misunderstood or sus- 
pected us, but ever stimulated us to new hope. Wherefore it rejoiced not in iniquity to 
sanctify it, but when the truth prevailed in us. And when we had strayed and done wrong, 
it covered the wrong whispering in our ear that it still believed and hoped all good things 
of us. Wherefore it endured in us all evil, all unloveliness, all contradictions. It failed us not 
as a lamp that goes out in the dark. The Love of the Holy Spirit never faileth. And while we 
enjoy here all its sweetness and tenderness, it prophesies that only hereafter it will manifest 
the fulness of its brightness and glory, for on earth it is only known in part. Its perfect bliss 
shall appear only when, looking no more by means of the glass at the phenomenal, we shall 
behold the eternal verities. For whatever may fail, being among all our spiritual blessings 
the highest, the richest, and therefore the greatest, Love shall abide forever. 


In this way we begin to understand something of Comfort. Christ calls the Holy Spirit 
the “Comforter.” He says: “I will send you another Comforter, and He will abide with you 
forever.” (John xiv. 16) 

This does not refer to the “only comfort in life and death,” for that consists in “that I 
am not my own, but belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ” (Heid. Cat., q. 1). Christ 
speaks, not of comfort, but of the Comforter. Not a thing, an event, or a fact, such as the 
paying of the ransom of Calvary, but of a Person, who by His personal appearance actually 
comes to comfort us. Overwhelmed by distress and sorrow, we have not lost the comfort, 
for nothing can come to us without the will of our heavenly Father; but we may have lost 
the Comforter. It is one thing to be watching by the bedside of my sick child, and to remember 
that even this affliction may be to God’s glory and a blessing to the child; and quite another 
when a faithful parent enters the room, and seeing my tears wipes them away; reading my 
sorrow seeks to drive it from my heart; with the warmth of his love cherishing me in the 
coldness of my desolation; and leaning my head against his breast looks me hopefully in the 
eye; and smoothing my brow, with holy animation, points me to heaven, inspiring me with 
trust in my heavenly Father: 

Comfort is a deposited treasure from which I can borrow; it is like the sacrifice of Christ 
in whom is all my comfort, because, on Calvary He opened to all the house of Israel a 
fountain for sin and uncleanness. But a comforter is a person, who, when I can not go to 
the fountain nor even see it, goes for me and fills his pitcher and puts the refreshing drops 
to my burning lips. When Ishmael lay perishing with thirst, his mother’s comfort was near 
by, in the cleft of the rock from which the water came gushing down; yet with comfort so 
near he might have died. But when the angel of the Lord appeared and showed her the water, 
then Hagar had found her Comforter. 


468 


534 


XXII. Love and the Comforter. 


And such is the Holy Spirit. So long as Jesus walked on earth He was the Comforter of 
His disciple’s. He lifted them when they stumbled; when discouraged and distressed by fear 
and doubt, He was their faithful Savior and Comforter. But Himself was not comforted. 
When in Gethsemane, being exceedingly sorrowful even unto death, He asked them for 
comfort, they could not give it to Him. They were powerless; they slept and could not watch 
with Him one hour. So He struggled alone, uncomforted and comfortless, until an angel 
came and did what sinners could not do, comforting the Savior in His distress. 

When about to depart from the earth, Jesus foreknew how desolate His disciples would 
be. They were weak, helpless, broken reeds. As the slender vine clings to the oak, so they 
cling to their Lord. And now, as the tree was to be removed and the vines would lie on the 
ground a tangled mass, they needed to be comforted as one whom his mother comforts. 
And were they now to be left as orphans, since He who had comforted them even more 
tenderly than a mother was to go away? And Jesus answers: “No, I will not leave you orphans, 
I will send you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever.” 

Thus the deep meaning of Christ’s word, that the Holy Spirit is our Comforter, naturally 
discloses itself. Of course, in, order to comfort us He must personally be with us. One can 
comfort only by means of love. It is the lifting of the too heavy cross from the shoulders, 
the constant whispering of loving words, the gathering of tears, the patient listening to the 
complaints of our affliction, the sympathizing with our suffering, the being oppressed with 
our distresses, the identification with our suffering person. Surely, even a gift can afford 
comfort; a letter from a distant land can cast a ray of hope into the troubled soul; but to 
comfort us in such a way that the burden falls from the shoulder, and the soul revives and 
loves, in its love expecting to rejoice—such comfort we can expect only from the living 
person who, coming to us with the key to our heart, cherishes us with the warmth of his 
own soul. 

And since no one else can always be with us, wholly enter into our sorrows, fully under- 
stand and comfort us with infinite love, therefore is the Holy Spirit the Comforter. He abides 
with us forever, enters the deep places of every soul, listens to every throb of the heart, is 
able to relieve us of all our cares, takes all our troubles upon Himself, and by His tender and 
divinely loving words and sweet communion raises us out of our comfortless condition. 


This glorious work of the Holy Spirit must be studied with extreme carefulness. 

You can compare it, not to that of the artist who chisels a statue out of marble, but to 
that of the godly mother who with sacrificing love studies the characters of her children, 
watches over their souls while they themselves have no thought of it, nurses them in sickness, 
prays with them and for them so that they might learn to pray for themselves, bends a 
listening ear to their trifling griefs, and who in and through all this spends the energy of her 
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soul with warnings and admonitions, now chiding, then caressing, to draw their souls to 
God. 

And yet, even this is no comparison; for all the sacrifices of the godliest mother, and 
all the comfort wherewith she comforts her children, are utterly nothing compared to the 
delightful and divine comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

Oh, that Comforter, the Holy Ghost, who never ceases to care for God’s children, who 
ever resumes with new animation the weaving of their soul-garments, even tho their wilful- 
ness has broken the threads! On earth there is no suitable comparison for it. In the human 
life there may be a type somewhere; but a full-sized image to measure this divine comfort 
there is not. It is wholly unique, wholly divine, the measure of all other comfort. The comfort 
wherewith we comfort others has value and significance only when it is bright with the 
spark, of the divine comfort. 


The Song of Songs contains a description of the tender love of Immanuel for His Church: 
He, the Bridegroom who calls for the bride; she, the bride who pines with love for her God- 
given Bridegroom. This is, therefore, something entirely different: the love, not of comfort, 
but of the tenderest, most intimate communion and mutual belonging together; the one 
not happy without the other; both destined for each other; by the divine ordinance united, 
and by virtue of that same ordinance wretched unless the one possesses the other. Such is 
not the Holy Spirit’s love in the comforting. The communion of Christ and the Church is 
for time and eternity; but, the comfort of the Holy Ghost will cease—not His work of love, 
but that of the comforting. Comfort can be administered only so long as there is one uncom- 
forted and comfortless. So long as Israel must pray to be delivered from iniquities; so long 
as tears flow; so long as there is bitter sorrow and distress,—so long will the Holy Spirit be 
our Comforter. 

But when sin is ended and misery is no more, when death is abolished and the last sorrow 
is endured and the last tear wiped away, then, I ask, what remains there for the Holy Spirit 
to comfort? How could there still be room for a Comforter? 

To the question, Why, then, did the Lord say, “I will send you another Comforter, that 
He may abide with you forever”? (John xiv. 16) I answer with another question: Is it to the 
honor of a child that, while he cries for his mother’s comfort, he forgets her as soon as the 
sorrow is past? This can not be; this would be a denial of the nature of love. He that is truly 
comforted entertains for his comforter such intense feeling of gratitude, obligation, and at- 
tachment that he can not be silent, but after having enjoyed the comfort craves also the 
sweetness of love. The same is true regarding the Holy Spirit. When He shall have comforted 
us from our last distress, and removed us from sorrow forever, then we can not say, “O Holy 
Spirit, now Thou mayest depart in peace”; but, we shall be constrained to cry, “Oh, refresh 
and enrich us now with Thy Love forever?” 
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This would not be so if sin still dwelled in us; for sin makes one so unthankful and self- 
sufficient that after having tasted the comfort he can forget the Comforter. But among the 
blessed there is no ingratitude; but from deep inward compulsion we shall love and laud 
Him who, with captivating love, has divinely comforted us. 

Hence a Comforter who is to depart after having comforted us can not be the Comforter 
of God’s children. Wherefore Jesus assured His disciples: “I will not leave you comfortless. 
I will send you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever.” 
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XXIII. 


The Greatest of These Is Love. 
“The greatest of these is Love.”— 1 Cor. xiii. 13. 


That the shedding abroad of Love and the glowing of its fire through the heart is the 
eternal work of the Holy Spirit, is stated by no one so pithily as by St. Paul in the closing 
verse of his hymn of Love. Faith, Hope, and Love are God’s most precious gifts; but Love 
far surpasses the others in preciousness. Compared with all heavenly gifts, Faith, Hope, and 
Love stand highest, but of these three Love is the greatest. All spiritual gifts are precious, and 
with holy jealousy the apostle covets them, especially the gift of prophesying; but, among 
the various paths of obtaining spiritual gifts, he knows a way still more excellent, viz., the 
royal road of Love. 

We know that some deny us the right thus to interpret the thirteenth verse; but with 
little effect. To assert that in the heavenly life faith and hope, like Love, will abide forever, 
opposes the general teaching of the Scripture, and especially of St. Paul’s course of reasoning. 
In his Epistle to the Corinthians, he opposes faith to sight, saying, “We walk by faith, not 
by sight” (2 Cor. v. 7); wherefore he can not mean that after all faith shall continue when 
turned into sight. If faith is the evidence of things not seen, how can it continue when we 
shall see face to face? How is it possible to maintain that St. Paul represents faith as an 
eternal gift when in the twelfth verse he says, “Then we shall know even as we are known” 
(1 Cor. xiii. 12)? And he makes the same representation with reference to hope, “For we are 
saved by hope,” adding, “Hope which is seen is no hope, for what a man seeth why doth he 
yet hope for?” (Rom. viii. 24). Wherefore faith and hope can not be represented as abiding 
and enduring elements in our spiritual treasure. Neither faith nor hope belongs to the inher- 
itance bequeathed to us by testament. They are springs of spiritual life and joy to us now, 
because we do not yet possess the inheritance; but when once the inheritance is ours, why 
should we still care for the will? As proof and earnest that the inheritance can not be lost, 
the will is very precious to us; but when the inheritance is delivered into our hands it is mere 
waste paper, and only the inheritance is of value. 

Even Drs. Beets and Van Oosterzee, altho they choose to walk in paths somewhat differ- 
ent from those of the fathers, fully concede this point, as their beautiful comments on the 
last verse of 2 Cor. xiii. plainly show. Dr. Beets writes: 
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“Without apparent cause, at the end of a digression upon the excellency 
of love, the apostle mentions faith and hope before love. It is evident that, 
while thinking of the latter, he can not overlook the former. May we not infer 
from this that faith and hope are just as essential to the Christian as love? A 
Christian without love! It is indeed a contradiction of terms. The apostle 
says: ‘He that hath not love is nothing.’ How could he be a Christian? Ah, 
what deception, what hypocrisy, what horrible sin to disguise a life without 
love, a loveless heart under the Christian name! But what do you think of a 
Christian without hope? Is not this just as absurd and just as offensive? What! 
Life and immortality brought to light by Jesus Christ; He the Resurrection 
and the Life, having the words of eternal life; His Evangel the glad tidings of 
the forgiveness of sin, of reconciliation to God, of an opened heaven of bliss; 
and still it is thought possible that amid present suffering and sorrow a 
Christian can live without the delightful prospect and expectation of such a 
glorious future! Without hope! Is this not a fatal feature in the apostle’s sad 
picture of the blind heathen? Is it not the same as to be without Christ? 
without God? Surely without Christ no man can know this hope, and no one 
who knows Christ can be without it: 

“And again, can one be a Christian without faith in God, who ‘so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life’? without faith in Christ who 
has said, ‘Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in 
Me’? without faith in that faithful and true word of the divine promise which 
centers in the fact that Jesus Christ has come into the world to save sinners? 
a Christian without faith—I do not say power of faith by which he can remove 
mountains, but without faith which is the evidence of things not seen? 
Reader, if perhaps you are such a Christian, what is your Christianity? What 
profit is it to you? With what right, with what conscience, with what purpose 
do you persist in claiming the name ofa Christian? A Christian without faith 
is one without hope; and as such he is a mortal, a sinner without comfort in 
life and death. 

“Perhaps some one will answer: ‘Even as such my Christianity may be a 
great deal to me, and serve me the highest and best purpose, if it only cause 
me to go on to love. Even tho I had faith so that I could move mountains, 
and had not love, I would be nothing. Only through love one is something, 
is much, is all. Having, love, I have enough; and having Love, I can not be 
altogether without hope. These three being equally indispensable, they are 
equally inseparable from the Christian. No Christian without faith, without 
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hope, without love. No Christian hope nor Christian love without Christian 
faith. And, on the other hand, no Christian faith without Christian hope; 
nor Christian faith without Christian love. Faith, Hope, Love, these three 
originate the one in the other; sustain each other; these three are one. They 
become one more and more; they strengthen, purify, regenerate each other. 
Love is not first, nor hope, but faith. However, faith is impossible, even for 
a moment, without hope and love. 

“But among these three, that are indispensable to the Christian and ab- 
solutely so to each other, love is the greatest and most excellent of all: 

“First, because of its importance to the Christian. Faith is the inward 
salvation, and hope the new-born happiness of a fallen man; but love is the 
growing perfection of restored man. 

“Second, because of its relation to God. Of faith and hope God is the 
Object and Example. To believe in God is to cast oneself in the arms of God; 
to hope is to rest upon His heart; but, to love is to bear His image. His own 
Being is Love. To love is divine. God is Love, and he that abideth in love 
abideth in Him and He in him. 

“Third, love is greatest by its working. Of the deeply rooted tree of faith, 
it is the fruit which glorifies God and the shadow which diffuses a blessing. 
By love all that believe are one; by it they strengthen, serve, and bear each 
other. ‘Love edifieth.’ It builds up the Body of the Lord; it spreads His Church 
among a sinful race, and carries on the labor of His love. For love’s sake His 
Church, His Cross, His Person find grace and honor in the sight of unbeliev- 
ers. It shames unbelief and silences mockery. 

“Fourth, love is greatest by reason of its endurance; Love never faileth. 
When time is merged in eternity, prophecy shall be silent. When the redeemed 
of all nations shall join in the song of the Lamb, tongues shall cease; and 
knowledge which is in part shall vanish away when that which is perfect is 
come. And when all is sight there shall be no more room for faith; and where 
shall hope be when all shall be fulfilled? 
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“Lastly, love never faileth. When this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality; when it shall be re- 
vealed to us what we shall be; when bowed down in adoration we shall see 
Him as He is, in whom, tho not seeing Him, yet believing, we rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, then shall our whole being, all our faith 
and hope, be only love. Then love, purified of her last stain and having at- 
tained to her highest truth, shall forever be in us the inexhaustible source of 
happiness and inexhaustible power of God glorifying activity. Only then 
shall we realize perfectly, that is forever, what it means to love, and also how 541 
little they have known of love who, denying the love of God in Christ, 
counted the exercise of holy love consistent with the persevering in blasphem- 
ous unbelief.” 


And Dr. Van Oosterzee has written with no less animation: 
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“They are noble companions even when we consider each by herself: 
Faith, not merely a certain confidence of the soul in the reality of things in- 
visible, and in the certainty of the revelation of God in Christ Jesus, but that 
saving faith which builds upon the Person and work of the Redeemer; which 
enters into closest communion with Him; Hope of the perfect fulfilment of 
all the promises of God which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus; and Love 
which unites the believer, not only with God and Christ, but with all his 
brethren and sisters in the Lord, and with the whole race which in heaven 
and earth is named after God. 

“Lovely picture: at the right, Faith embracing the saving Cross; at the 
left, Hope leaning upon the infallible anchor; and in the midst, Love holding 
in her hand the burning heart, her daily sacrifice consecrated to the God of 
Love. And yet, altho in representation they may be separated, in reality they 
can not be, being companions inseparable, not only from every Christian, 
but also from one another. For what is faith, without hope and love? A cold 
conviction of the understanding, but without quickening power in heart, 
and without ripened fruit in life. Without hope, faith could not once see 
heaven; but even if it could enter heaven without love, it would lose its highest 
felicity. And what is hope, without faith and love? At the most a vain delusion, 
followed by a painful awakening; a fragrant blossom soon to wither without 
once bearing fruit. And finally, what is love without hope and faith? Perhaps 
the welling up of the natural feeling; but by no means a spiritual, vital prin- 
ciple. If love does not believe, it must die; and if it does not hope as well as 
love, it must be a source of measureless suffering. 

“To separate one of these three sisters from the others is to write the 
death-sentence of the one, and to destroy the beauty of the others. Inseparably 
united, however, they deserve to be called companions in the fullest sense of 
the word. Faith is much, hope is more, and love is most. Faith unites us with 
God; hope lifts us up to God; but love makes us conformable to God, for 
God is Love. Faith is the child of humility, hope the offspring of persecution, 
but love the fruit of faith and hope together. By faith and hope we do in a 
certain sense seek ourselves; love alone makes us forget ourselves, working 
for the salvation of others. Faith kneels down in the closet, and hope, in holy 
ecstasy, sees the heavens opened; but love sends us thence back into the 
world to impart the treasure of comfort there received to others. Yea, of love, 
not of faith and hope, can it be said, that it never faileth. Faith is turned into 
sight and hope into enjoyment, for what a man seeth why doth he yet hope 
for? But even before the throne of God, love remains as young as when for 
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the first time it was born in the heart. Even there the bond of perfection is 
at once the condition and the pledge of an infinite increase in holiness and 
blessedness; and, therefore, it is the greatest forever, both here and there, 
even tho its name has merely third place. To the Christian here these three 
are constant companions; whatever may change and vanish away, they can 
abide, for they are the unchangeable mark of every believer. They must abide, 
or our entire Christianity becomes a form without life. They will abide, for 
they are so sublimely divine and so truly human. Faith may have to wrestle 
with darkness, hope with doubt, love with resistance; but where Christ truly 
lives in the heart, they must abide forever.” 


There are, of course, expressions in these passages for which these two divines alone 
are responsible; we mean to show only that these two men have strongly felt that Love’s 
superiority of place and quality is principally conspicuous from the fact that, while faith and 
hope will finally cease, Love abides forever. 

Surely, faith and hope do not cease in the sense that other spiritual gifts cease. The word 
“temporal” has a twofold meaning. Temporal is the worm that dies and from which nothing 
remains. Temporal is the caterpillar that must die as a worm, but that rises beautiful again 
as a butterfly. The same is true of faith and hope, as compared with the spiritual gifts of 
speaking with tongues and healing the sick. The latter will fail altogether. They will completely 
disappear. They will vanish away, as St. Paul says in 1 Cor. xiii. 8. But the failing of faith and 
hope may not be taken in that sense. They fail only to rise again in the fuller, richer, and 
more beautiful form of sight and enjoyment. 

But Love does not know this metamorphosis. It not only abides forever, but it ever 
abides unchanged. In the fact that all other gifts perish or change, and that Love alone is 
eternal, we see the never-ending work of the Holy Spirit scintillating in the hearts of believers; 
in our meditation on Love we apprehend His proper work in all its depths, even to the root. 
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XXIV. 


Love in the Blessed Ones. 
“That God may be all in all.”— 1 Cor. xv. 28. 


Sanctification and the shedding abroad of love are not the same. Before the fall Adam 
could not have been the subject of a single act of sanctification, for he was holy; but Love 
could have been shed abroad in his heart ever more richly, fully, and abundantly. And this 
would have been the work of the Holy Spirit. 

The unholy alone need sanctification; but to suppose that Love is exhausted in the victory 
over selfishness is a great mistake. Of course, selfishness is utterly inconsistent with Love; 
but Love is not the mere absence of selfishness, as in Adam; nor its rebuke and blood-bought 
victory in the saint; in fact, Love begins to unfold and develop only after the last traces of 
selfishness are wholly effaced. 

The same is true of health, which is not merely the throwing off of disease and its subtle 
poison; for then convalescents alone could be called healthy, and real healthful life and the 
life of health would be out of the question. On the contrary, health exists independent of 
sickness, antedates it, and drives it out when it invades the system; for this is one of its es- 
sential operations. And after its fight with sickness it goes on more richly and exuberantly, 
as tho there had been no sickness at all, developing powers and offering enjoyments that 
are ever new and glorious. So does Love antedate selfishness. And when selfishness appeared, 
Love immediately prepared to drive it out. And having succeeded, its work was not ended, 
but as tho nothing had happened it continued its life of Love. 

Victory over an invading enemy does not end the national existence, but the nation’s 
development and prosperity quietly and gratefully continue. Satan invaded Paradise, Love’s 
dwelling-place, and with all his evil powers of selfishness opposed Love. Then Love had to 
fight, not because it was in its nature, but in self-defense. Indeed, it may not cease to fight 
until all selfishness is under perfect control. And when Love’s rule is safe, Love does not 
recline in everlasting slumber, but with strong impulse and holy animation continues the 
unfolding of its holy and restful life. 


This fight is not fought in every heart separately. The fact that Satan is the author and 
inspirer of all selfishness proves the mutual relation of selfishness in every heart. To some 
extent even selfishness is organized. Hence victory over individual selfishness does not avail 
so long as selfishness continues in others. The selfishness of one will necessarily affect the 
other, and Love can not celebrate its triumph. 

It is true, in death God cuts off all sin from our hearts; and so far as we are concerned 
selfishness is cast out. He who awakes in eternity with selfishness in his heart is on the way 
to hell. But altho God in death graciously draws the last threads of selfishness from the hearts 
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of His elect, yet their warfare against selfishness is not ended. For even from heaven Christ 
wages war, until the hour when, as the true Michael, with all His angels He shall deliver the 
last blow upon Satan and his unholy demons. And if immediately after death the elect will 
enjoy with Immanuel the communion of Love, then of course they will engage with Him 
in the conflict against Satan and fight with Him day and night. No saint can see his Savior 
fight and remain neutral. Nay, the Love of God is so deep, stirring, and captivating that he 
can not but enter the conflict. 

How in heaven the redeemed partake of the conflict we do not know. When in times of 
war husbands, fathers, and sons go out to meet the foe, wives, mothers, and daughters stay 
at home and never see the battle-field, but nevertheless they are partakers of the conflict: in 
their hearts and prayers; by their letters of love inspiring the men in the field; with their 
own hands providing for their necessities; by nursing the wounded and dying; by honoring 
the returning heroes and those fallen in battle. Even on earth one can be engaged in the 
fight without moving a foot, wielding no weapon other than Love. This answers in some 
measure the question how in heaven the redeemed partake of the warfare with Michael 
against Satan: through the great Love in their hearts; and by anticipation they enjoy the ful- 
filment of the promise that with Immanuel they shall sit upon His throne. 


However, this condition is only provisional and will end with the dawn of that notable 
day when from heaven the cry will be heard, “It is done,” as once it was heard from Calvary: 
“It is finished!” Then, the last enemy destroyed, all shall be subject to Christ. Then all 
selfishness, all unholiness ended, and all opposition to Love being vanquished, God’s children 
shall enjoy an eternal and undisturbed existence in which Love shall reach its zenith; and 
this is, as the Scripture expresses it: “That God shall be all in all.” 

“God all in all,” considered in connection with the Spirit’s work of shedding abroad the 
Love of God in the hearts of the saints, sheds new light upon the subject. If by His indwelling 
the Holy Spirit sheds abroad the Love of God in the hearts of the saints, and causes that 
Love like rivers of water to flow over the fields of their spiritual life; if this cultivating of 
Love is His most proper work, then this “God all in all “ is at once flooded with light. For 
then it means no more nor less than that the Holy Ghost, having entered the last of the elect, 
shall dwell in the hearts of all the saints; shall have pervaded the whole body of Christ in 
such completeness that selfishness shall not only be cast out, and even the conflict with 
selfishness be ended, but it shall not even be remembered, nor its possible return be feared. 

Altho “God all in all” has undoubtedly reference to Satan and the lost, for they shall 
forever abide under the anger of the Almighty and be consumed by His wrath; yet in its 
proper and full significance it refers only to the elect. In them alone He takes up His abode 
personally; in them alone He became something; in them alone He became gradually more 
and more; in them alone He became all. “In all,” referring to the number of the elect, signifies 
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that in them, not individually, but collectively as the body of Christ, Love’s triumph shall 
be complete. 

But even then the work of the Holy Spirit is not finished, but thenceforth shall continue 
forevermore. Then the heavenly felicity will only begin to unfold itself in a way wholly divine, 
and without the slightest impediment the Rose of Love will disclose its brilliant beauty. 
When, as a bridegroom coming forth from his chamber, the sun rises from the womb of 
the morning and causes his golden rays to wrestle with the dark clouds of the parting night, 
till, having scattered all, he stands forth magnificent conqueror in the deep azure of a 
cloudless sky, his splendor does not then decline with the last vanishing vapors, but only 
begins to shine out in greater brightness and power. And the same is true of the Sun of Love. 
He first fights and wrestles to vanquish the resistance of the darkened clouds and vapors of 
selfishness; and only gradually, after what has seemed an endless conflict, He succeeds in 
scattering and in driving them away before the splendor of His brightness. But when the 
victory is His, and the Sun of Love stands at last in dazzling glory in the cloudless sky, then, 
and only then, does He begin to show His perfect beauty and to radiate His blessed, cherishing 
rays. 

After the day of judgment the Holy Spirit can not cease to feed, cultivate, and strengthen 
the Love of God in the elect; for, if but for a moment He should withdraw from them, they 
would cease to be His children, and the body of Christ would lose the bond which binds it 
to its sacred Head. 


God’s elect do not exist without the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. We derive all that we 
are not from ourselves, but from that rich Dweller in our hearts. We, His poor host, have 
nothing, and from our own treasury can produce not even a grain of love; but our rich Guest 
works in us with all His wealth. Or rather, not with His own, but with the riches of Christ’s 
cross-merits; and with lavish hands He spends these cross-merits upon the poor owner of 
the house, making him unspeakably rich. But He does this, not in such a way as to make 
the saint the possessor of an independent capital, to be spent without the Holy Spirit. Nay, 
it is the Holy Spirit who from moment to moment holds the lamp that radiates Love’s 
brightness in the heart in His own hand. Hence, ifafter the judgment, the Holy Spirit should 
cease to work in, or depart from, the hearts of the saints, all their life, light, and love would 
at once be quenched. They are what they are by His indwelling, and Love can celebrate its 
triumph only by pervading their whole personality with His influences. And what is this, 
but that “God is all in all”; for by the Holy Spirit even the Father and the Son come to dwell 
in them. 
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Owing to the many obstacles that now prevent Love’s light and brightness from pervading 
them, this indwelling is very imperfect. Even in heaven it is more or less hindered, owing 
to the conflict of Christ and His people against Satan. But after the judgment, these internal 
hindrances and external conflicts being ended forever, the Holy Spirit’s working shall pen- 


etrate from center to circumference and gloriously unfold the inward beauty of the body of 
Christ. 
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XXV. 


The Communion of Saints. 
“There is one body and one Spirit; even as ye are called in one hope of your call- 
ing.” —Ephes. iv. 4. 


To classify Love among the works of the Holy Spirit is not a new invention. In this 
connection, to assign Love such a conspicuous place may be new, but the doctrine itself is 
as old as the Apostolic Creed, which confesses: “I believe in the Holy Ghost; in the Holy, 
Apostolic, Christian Church, in the communion of saints.” 

For what is the communion of saints otherwise than Love in its noblest and richest 
manifestation? And how is it here presented but as the very fruit of the Holy Spirit? The 
work of the Father is confessed first; that of the Son in the Incarnation second; and coming 
to the work of the Holy Spirit, the Church confesses that this is not in the creation, nor in 
the Incarnation, but in the communion of saints, which, among men, is Love’s tenderest 
and most glorious expression. 

“Communion of saints,” i.e., the rule of Love, not among the selfish, the half-hearted, 
or still untried, new beginners, but among the initiated children of God, whose life is from 
God; a communion the foretaste of which is enjoyed on earth, the full enjoyment of which 
can be found only in heaven; a communion sweet and blessed, because it is unalloyed, and 
proceeds only from holy impressions; not springing from man’s heart, but shed abroad in 
him from above when from a sinner he became a saint, and developing in him more warmly 
and tenderly as in his person the new man becomes more pronounced; acommunion found 
among saints, not by chance, but because it is born from the fact that they are saints, rooted 
in their being saints, and derived from Him who sanctified them to be saints. Hence it is a 
love which death can not destroy; which, stronger than death, shall continue as long as there 
are saints, unquenched, forevermore. 

From which it is evident that the fathers had a thorough grasp of the magnificent thought 
that the Spirit’s real, characteristic, and perpetual work is the shedding abroad of love; and 
they have expressed it in a beautiful and artistic form. The Holy Spirit was to them not a 
mystic Person in the Godhead, to whom they looked up in holy wonder, but God the Holy 
Ghost working with omnipotent power within and around them. Hence they followed the 
confession of the Holy Spirit by that of His creation, i.e., the Holy, Catholic, Christian 
Church, which is the body of Christ; and that by the confession of the communion of saints, 
wrought by the Holy Spirit in the Church. 

The Church and the communion of saints are two things. The former originated and 
existed before there was the slightest sign of the latter. The Church exists and continues, 
tho in unfavorable times the communion of saints suffers loss. The new-born child is un- 
conscious of his relation to the family. He lives, but without any attachment, inclination, 
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love, or bond of union for the family. Love does indeed exert its influence upon him, and 
cares for him, but does not yet live in and through him. Hence there is no communion 
between him and the other members of the family. And the same is true of the Church. She 
can exist, live, and increase before there is any conscious communion of saints. For which 
reason the communion of saints may languish, apparently disappear, yea, even be turned 
into bitterness. 

Hence the Church and the communion of saints are two things. First the Church which 
is the body, then the communion of saints, which is its support and nourishment. 

Wherefore it reads, not, I see or taste, but, I believe the communion of saints. Communion 
of saints belongs to the things invisible and unknown, which on earth are part of the tenor 
of the faith, and which in the New Jerusalem shall be turned into a rich and blessed experi- 
ence. For this article of faith speaks, not of a communion of a few saints, members of the 
same small circle, but of “the communion of saints”; and this rich and comprehensive con- 
fession may not be belittled by a narrow conception of it. Communion of a few saints is not 
a thing unknown on earth; there is scarcely a spot where some of God’s dear children do 
not live together in sweet fellowship. But such a little circle is by no means the body of Christ; 
and such sweet fellowship would be injurious if the fact were overlooked, that it must be a 
communion ofall God’s saints on earth—of the present, the past, and the future. 

To one living in an obscure hamlet faith in the communion of saints is the consciousness 
that he belongs to an exceedingly wealthy, numerous, holy, and elect family; and that instead 
of ever getting estranged from it, he shall ever be more closely united to it. It is the sacred 
knowledge that all the saints of the Old and New Covenants, all the heroes and heroines, 
the whole cloud of witnesses, together with apostles, prophets, and martyrs, and the redeemed 
in heaven, are not aliens to him, but with him belong to the same body; not only in name, 
but in reality, as shall once be gloriously manifested. It is the precious comfort for the lonely 
heart that, in all the ends of the earth, among all nations and peoples, in every city and village, 
God has His own whom He has called out and gathered unto life eternal; and that I share 
with them the same life, possess the same hope and calling, and sustain to them, however 
imperceptibly, the tenderest and holiest communion; yea, the firm and positive assurance 
that if the earth came suddenly to an end, and they only were to be saved who, being possessed 
of an eternal principle, had the power to bloom forever, that then all God’s saints would 
come out as one holy family, in which holy circle the least of His servants would glitter as 
precious gems. 

And therefore this glorious communion should no longer be belittled by confining it 
to one’s own small, often shallow environment. Of course there is no objection, when friends 
living in the same place, meeting together in the Lord, understanding one another, and 
edifying one another through the Word, speak of their small circle, in connection with the 
communion of saints. For, wherever in love and worship saints dwell together, there indeed 
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the communion of saints breaks through the clouds, and vouchsafes unto them a glimpse 
of its brightness and glory. But, altho such dwelling together in unity stands in connection 
with the communion of saints, and is a result of it, and affords a foretaste of what it some 
time shall be, it is only a very small part and faint reflection of reality. In such a circle, 
however good, devout, and holy, the hearts become exclusive. Compared to the great and 
wide world-circle, they can not be otherwise than a small company. And this necessarily 
imparts to it something private and exclusive; while the communion of saints is the very 
opposite; not exclusive, but inclusive. It is not an idea which closes the door and shuts the 
windows; but, throwing doors and windows wide open, it walks through the four corners 
of the earth, searches the ages of the past, and looks forward into the ages to come. 

Communion of saints opens its arms as wide as possible. O my God! how can I encom- 
pass and embrace all the dear children whom Thou throughout the ages hast regenerated 
and still dost regenerate, the redeemed both in heaven and earth! There are a few of former 
generations whose books lie open upon our table, so that with Calvin we can pray, or with 
Augustine glory in a sin-pardoning God, or with Owen lose ourselves in the contemplation 
of the excellencies of Christ, or with Comrie walk in the paths of righteousness divine. But 
what are these few that speak compared to the thousands who are silent; who were each in 
his own way divinely endowed and adorned with spiritual gifts; who in heaven will once 
appear bright with crowns, our brethren and sisters now and forevermore? The communion 
of saints cries out: “Lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes.” For it is a communion 
not with hundreds, but with thousands; not with ten thousand, but with millions; a multitude 
that no man can number, as drops of water in the crystal sea which is before the throne of 
God. 

And this communion of saints will be real: not limited as in this earthly life, where living 
together in the same city we meet each other at the utmost ten times a year; but an actual 
living together the same life, eating together at the same board, drinking from the same cup, 
thinking the same thought, exhilarated by the same felicity, adoring the same unfathomable 
mercies of our God. 

In Europe our fellowship with thousands is now much fuller and richer than our fathers 
ever knew it. The means of communication are wonderfully improved and multiplied. 
Telegraph and telephone afford men communication not confined to place nor distance. 
They were never dreamt of before. It never entered the mind of man that in fifteen minutes 
a saint in America could exchange thoughts with a brother in Europe. This communion of 
saints was therefore to them an unsolved riddle. But to us the veil is partly lifted. Actually 
we see something of it: intercommunication of thought in minutest detail, not confined by 
distance, crossing the oceans, uniting continents. And yet, what are telegraph and telephone 
compared to the powers of the age to come? And thus we grope in the dark and wonder 
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how it shall be when distance shall be no more, when material aids shall be superfluous, 
when God’s children, active in whatever part of heaven, shall enjoy full, rich, and intimate 
communion, one in Immanuel, all partakers of the same Love. 

Why is the communion of saints an article of the creed of the Church on earth? (1) Be- 
cause in the invisible world it is even now a reality; (2) because it is implied in the nature of 
the case; and (3) because it is already active in the germ. 

First, it exists already in the invisible world; for there is a triumphant Church above. 
Millions upon millions are fallen asleep in their Lord, and have entered the halls of the 
eternal Light. And altho to them the full glory of the Kingdom is not revealed, tarrying as 
it does until after the judgment Day, and the absence of the glorified body still detracts from 
the full communion of saints, yet even now the departed saints and martyrs live in such 
heavenly felicity that the word of the Psalmist, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity,” can be applied only to that heavenly company. 

Second, and altho in that sense it is not found on the earth, yet it is implied and does 
exist in the nature of the case; and as such it must be the object of faith. We profess to believe 
in the Holy Spirit, who does not live apart from the Church, but has descended in the Church 
and in all the members of Christ, in whom He dwells and works; which fact He seeks to 
bring to their individual consciousness. And since it is the essence of self-denial on the part 
of the saint to let the Holy Spirit work in him more and more, being only a colaborer himself, 
it is evident that the activity of faith must have this one result: that there is in all God’s saints 
but one Worker, working in you and me and in all who love the appearing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is a fact of which all are conscious, the effect of which must be the most intimate 
harmony of life, one growth from the same root, and a strong mutual attraction between 
all the members. In the one Holy Spirit the work in the souls of all must concentrate. It may 
not appear on the surface, but underneath the surface all these waters must flow together 
in the communion of saints. 

Third, and this is verified by experience; for we clearly discover the germ of it in the 
earth. To some extent it is evident in our own intimate circle: in the reading of old books, 
and in the singing of old hymns; it is evident when we hear how God’s work prospers or 
suffers in other places, in other countries, and among other nations. For, whatever the dif- 
ferences, this we notice, that it is the same language of love spoken at the ends of the earth; 
that among all men it is the same casting down and raising up of the sinner; one blessed, 
divine communion of which men testify in every human tongue. Yea, more, there are but 
few of God’s children who have not at some time in their lives seen their spiritual horizon 
enlarged, and heard, as it were, the Song of the Lamb ascending from the ends of the earth, 
and unnumbered multitudes crying: “We also glory in the Love that is eternal, merciful, 
and divine; we also are pilgrims to Zion, the City of the Living God.” This is the activity of 
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faith which, escaping from the present limitations, glories in the unbounded communion 
of God’s saints, who still bear the cross, or who already wear the crown. 
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XXVI. 


The Communion of Goods. 
“If we walk in the light, we have fellowship one with another.”— 1 John i. 7. 


The communion of saints is in the Light. In heaven alone, in the halls of the eternal 
Light, it shall shine with undimmed brightness. Even on earth its delights are known only 
inasmuch as the saints walk in the light. 

This communion of saints is a holy confederacy; a bond of shareholders in the same 
holy enterprise; a partnership of all God’s children; an essential union for the enjoyment of 
a common good; a firm not of earth, but of heaven, in which the members have each an 
equal share, which is not taken from their own wealth, but bequeathed in their behalf by 
Another. 

Do not think that this savors too much of secularism. Even the Lord Jesus compared 
the kingdom of heaven to a merchant, and to one who had found a treasure in the field. 
And our Catechism also explains the communion of saints as the possession of a common 
good, saying that it includes two things: 

First, to be partakers of Christ and of all His riches and gifts. 

Second, the obligation to employ these gifts for the advantage and salvation of other 
members. 

Originally communion of saints was taken in the absolute sense of including communion 
of earthly possessions. Hence the peculiar phenomenon in Jerusalem of having all things 
common. They sold their possessions and they put the proceeds in the common treasury, 
which was in the hands of the apostles. And from this the poor and they who were formerly 
rich were supported. Hence there were no poor nor rich, but there was equality: 

With reference to this communion of goods, opposite opinions are held. Some have 
taken it as an indication that all Christians ought to renounce their private possessions, and 
live after the manner of monks, as members of one family; while others have disapproved 
of it as an extravagance of Christian fanaticism. Both extremes are untenable. 

It appears from Scripture that this generous and enthusiastic effort to escape from the 
plague of poverty was not only unprofitable to the few, but that it caused terrible suffering 
which extended over the whole Church. At least, in his epistles, St. Paul speaks again and 
again of the poverty-stricken saints of Jerusalem, who were always in need of a collection 
and in danger of starvation. In other places that did not have a communion of goods there 
was a surplus; and in Jerusalem, where on a large scale possessions had been divided, the 
people suffered lack. This shows convincingly that division of property, or communion of 
goods, is not the way ordained of God to overcome poverty or to attain a state of higher 
mutual prosperity. The subsequent efforts of various sects at Rome to realize a similar ideal 
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on a smaller and more careful scale met with similar failures. And the secular enterprises 
of Proudhon and others led to similar miserable results. 

But it is equally erroneous to suppose that this failure justifies us in condemning the 
early church of Jerusalem for this act. This would be inconsistent with the upholding of the 
apostolic authority. The apostles had a part in this matter; they assisted the church in receiv- 
ing the money for distribution. Hence to tear the apostles’ seal from this heroic act of the 
church of Jerusalem is simply impossible. We should be careful not to condemn what the 
apostles have stamped with their own sign-manual. 

Judging from the results, this communion of goods and subsequent misery produced 
precious fruit; partly in the fact that the church of Jerusalem was thus kept from relapsing 
into worldliness and attachment to houses and lands; and more strongly in the other fact 
that this very impoverishing of the church became the powerful means by which the breach 
was prevented between the churches of Palestine and those of the Gentile world. The distress 
at Jerusalem quenched the rising pride of the Jewish heart; and the delight of imparting to 
others softened the hearts at Corinth and in Macedonia. St. Paul, traveling to Jerusalem, 
carrying with him European treasure, holds in his hand the silver cord that keeps together 
and shortly unites the troubled churches. 


But, apart from these good results, this division of property embodies something of 
still greater and more sacred importance, which essentially belongs to the first Christian 
congregation. International intercommunication was to be developed gradually; the trans- 
lation of the Word of God into the languages of the world for the universal preaching of the 
Gospel would occupy many centuries. Even now it is not universal; and only in heaven, 
after the judgment, the anthem shall rise to the Blessed Trinity from all peoples and tongues. 
And yet, while this was tarrying, and the Church of the New Testament was just beginning 
to manifest itself, it pleased God on Pentecost, by the miracle of tongues, to make men listen 
to the glorious message which came from the lips of the apostles, to every one in his own 
language: And the same is true with reference to the communion of goods. Even this shall 
one day be a reality. Heaven’s outward, visible goods shall be for the mutual enjoyment of 
all the redeemed. But, by reason of sin and present limitations, this is now impossible. In 
Paradise private possession was out of the question. Neither Adam nor Eve had anything 
that did not belong to the other. The whole garden was theirs and its possession mutual. 
Division took place only after the breach had come, and will continue so long as the breach 
shall last. But as on Pentecost the miracle of tongues was the prophecy, manifestation, and 
incipient realization of what before the Throne of the Lamb shall be a glorious, universal 
reality, so was the communion of goods the prophecy, manifestation, and incipient realization 
of what shall be the communion of external gifts in the heavenly glory. 
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There is not only an immortality of the soul, but also a resurrection of the body. 
Wherefore the glory of the New Jerusalem may not be presented as consisting only in the 
spiritual and invisible. Heaven exists, and in that heaven Christ sits upon the throne in the 
body which the Father has prepared for Him. The Father’s house is not a fiction, but a real 
city with many mansions; and when the glory shall have come, after the great and notable 
day of the Lord, the felicity of God’s children shall be not only a spiritual delight, but also 
the enjoyment of outward and visible glory and beauty. As there were in Eden, so there will 
be in heaven, external goods in relation to man’s external bodily appearance, when he shall 
walk in his glorified body. And, since body and soul in perfect and indissoluble union shall 
work upon each other in a harmonious manner, the communion of saints must have two 
sides: a communion of spiritual good, and a communion of the outward and visible glory. 
And inasmuch as this twofold nature of the communion of saints must be illustrated to the 
church of Jerusalem in its perfect unity, therefore the communion in the breaking of bread 
had to be accompanied by a communion equally intimate in the possession of temporal 
goods. The division of property contained the prophecy of this future communion, a glorious 
prophecy which contains a threefold exhortation for the Christian Church of all ages. 

The first exhortation is what St. Paul calls “to possess as not possessing”; to be loose from 
the world; the consistent carrying out of the idea that we are but stewards of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the only Proprietor of all men’s personal property and real estate. It is always 
the choice between Jehovah and Mammon. 

Not Baal, nor Kamosh, nor Molech, but Mammon, is the idolatrous power in which 
Satan appears against the glory of Jehovah, especially among mercantile nations. Many men, 
otherwise not unspiritual, can scarcely separate from the altar of Mammon—visible things 
have such strong attraction, and entrench themselves so firmly in the impressionable heart. 

Compared to the treasures on earth, those of heaven seem to us something accidental 
and of uncertain value. To possess as not possessing is to our flesh such a bitter cross. And 
for this reason the early church of Jerusalem appears in the beginning of the dispensation 
of the New Covenant glorious in her communion of goods, in order to illustrate against the 
dark background of the half-heartedness of Ananias and Sapphira the power of the Holy 
Ghost to make the children of God at Jerusalem at once loose from their earthly possessions. 
Of course it did not last, for the spiritual forces of Paradise were lacking to make it lasting; 
but it shows the majestic act of the Holy Spirit, and the majestic preaching which proceeded 
from it: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,” “but let your treasure be in 
heaven.” 

And the second exhortation is, that the poor be remembered. They did not merely sell 
their possessions, but they divided them among the poor; and from this divine manifestation 
of love sprang the fair flower of mercy, as indigenous to the Church of Christ. It may be 
said that it was the effect of excitement; but remember that, unless the impressions on our 
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sinful hearts are produced in a very powerful manner, they will soon be effaced; and with 
this in view it must be acknowledged that no other event could have stamped upon the 
Church the impress of mercy, which was to last throughout the ages, so long as the Church 
was to last, than this general division of goods, which was wrought by the powerful pressure 
of the waves of love and the wonderful manifestation of the work of the Holy Spirit. 

And thus, by this communion of goods, it became the indestructible character of the 
Church of Christ to exercise mercy, to impart to the poor, to abound in the works of bene- 
volence, and to interpret to men the mercy of God. But not as tho the Church might be re- 
duced to a benevolent society; he that proposes such a thing cuts off her life at the root. The 
exercise of mercy in the Church of Christ is the fruit of the Cross. Where this is lacking, 
mercy languishes. But it is the Holy Spirit’s pleasure to work love, to show love, to cultivate 
love, and to cause love to be glorified. And since the life of man and of the Church has a 
spiritual and a material side, the Holy Spirit perseveres with His work so long and so 
mightily that even the gold and silver of the earth become subject to Him and serve Him. 
Hence the communion of goods in Jerusalem is the impressive inauguration of the work of 
mercy for the whole Church of Christ, and as such it is nothing else than the power of the 
Holy Spirit penetrating to the circle of the material life. 

Finally, the third exhortation is contained in the never-ceasing cry: “Behold, He cometh.” 
The men in Jerusalem nineteen centuries ago would not have sold and divided their posses- 
sions so freely and readily if the expectation of the Lord’s return to judgment had not taken 
hold of them with overwhelming power. They did undoubtedly expect that return during 
their own lifetime; not after many days, but shortly. And since this expectation depreciated 
the value of their possessions, they resolved to sell and distribute them much more readily 
than otherwise would have been possible for their covetous hearts. And altho there was in 
their expectation something overstrained, which the succeeding ages have corrected, yet 
there is in this “Maranatha” of the apostolic Church an inestimable testimony, which exhorts 
the Church of all ages to look upon Him who shall come upon the clouds. With bread and 
cup we remember His death until He comes. All the apostles direct us to the future; and 
when, in the Revelation of St. John, the Book of Testaments closes, it leaves us upon the 
mountain-top, from which there is no other perspective than the glory of Christ’s return. 

Putting that return far from our thoughts, or altogether ignoring it, we can not possibly 
unite our life with the life of Immanuel. The Holy Spirit works the eternal work of Love; 
but this work is never severed from the Love of the Son. The treasure which the Holy Spirit 
distributes is in Immanuel. Christ is the Blessed Head of this holy communion in which He 
gathers together all God’s elect. And, therefore, the eye may never be taken from Christ; it 
must always look unto Him; it may not cease to wait for Him. 
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This Love wrought by the Holy Spirit is the Bride’s love for her Bridegroom; and thus 
the communion of saints finds its completion in the heart’s most intimate communion with 
the Redeemer of souls. 
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XXVII. 


The Communion of Gifts. 
“Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good con- 
science, and of faith unfeigned.”—1 Tim. i. 5. 


Communion of goods in Jerusalem was a symbol. It typified the communion of the 
spiritual goods which constituted the real treasure of Jerusalem’s saints. The other inhabitants 
of that city possessed houses, fields, furniture, gold, and silver just as well as the saints, and 
perhaps in greater abundance. But the latter were to receive riches which neither Jew, Roman, 
nor Greek possessed, viz., a treasure in heaven. The saints were holy, not in themselves, but 
through Him who had said, “Now are ye clean through the words which I have spoken unto 
you.” (John xv. 3) The Lord had indeed ascended unto heaven, but only “to receive gifts for 
men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them.” And this 
treasure was Christ Himself. 

Speaking of the contribution which was being collected in Macedonia, Achaia, and 
Corinth for the saints in Jerusalem, the apostle admonishes the Corinthian church to render 
thanks to God for a gift infinitely greater than the gold which was to be sent to Jerusalem; 
“ unspeakable gift 


« 


and it is in this connection that he uses that captivating expression— 
“—_which we received in the surrender of God’s dear Son. 

It is, therefore, a mutual possession. Jesus has us, and we have Him. He possesses the 
saints, and they possess Him. That He possesses them is their only comfort in life and death. 
But that they also possess Him, as their own heart’s treasure, is to them source of all their 
wealth and luxury. The Catechism confesses, therefore, very correctly that the communion 
of saints consists first of all in the fact that they are partakers of Him, and then of His gifts. 

The gift is not without the Person, nor outside of the Person, nor even before the Person. 
The saint partakes first of Christ, and from this sacred partnership flows every other blessing. 
Even as the Head possesses the Body, and the Body possesses the Head, so is this also a 
mutual possession. Head and Body belong to each other, even tho the Head has this advantage 
over the Body, that it commands it at will, while the Body must follow the Head wherever 
it leads. “To follow the Lamb wherever He goeth” is the peculiar mark of this mutual relation. 

But, with the reservation of this essential mark, the possession is absolute. The saints 
belong to Jesus, just as much because the Father has given and brought them to Him, as 
that He has bought them, not with gold or silver, but with His own precious blood. And, 
on the contrary, He belongs to His saints, not because by their own labor they have obtained 
Him, but as a gift of free grace. The Triune God has ordained the Mediator for His people, 
to whom He has given and brought Him; and the Mediator having come in the flesh, has 
given Himself to His people. 
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Every child of God knows from his own experience that Christ is all his treasure. When 
Mary Magdalen cries out, “They have taken away my Lord,” (John xx. 13) she has lost all 
the wealth of her soul. The saints stand in the faith and have peace only when, in so far, and 
as long as they possess Immanuel. He is their One and All. As soon as they find Him, all 
their poverty is turned into wealth. Without Him they are blind and naked; with Him want 
and misery make place for riches and abundance. With Him they are set in heaven. And 
when they depart from this life their hope and lot for eternity depend upon this, whether 
they possess Him as their souls’ Savior, glorious and altogether lovely. 

Hence this is the most important: the great treasure of the saints in Jerusalem was their 
Lord. This comprehended all. Every other treasure was theirs only through Him. To possess 
Him was to possess all that He had obtained for them, even justification and sanctification; 
all the power given Him of the Father for their assistance and protection; all the wisdom 
and light, and all the charismata, gifts of grace, received of the Father for distribution among 
His people. 


However, they could not make this partnership available, for their treasure lay beyond 
their reach; was not in earth, but in heaven. Actually they remained poor and perplexed; 
rich for the future, but now needy and helpless. 

The following illustration will make this clear. An English millionaire, well supplied 
with bank-notes, in an African village finds himself reduced to beggary. The natives, ignorant 
of his wealth and not understanding the value of bank-notes, refuse to sell him anything 
but for their own currency. Hence with all his treasure he is in that distant place poor and 
destitute. In like manner, being pilgrims, and sojourners in the earth, the saints would be 
spiritually poor and needy if there were no Comforter, no Go-between, who out of His 
heavenly treasure could supply all their need during all the days of their pilgrimage. And 
this Go-between is the Holy Spirit. Of Himself He has nothing. By Himself He could never 
save a sinner. He never adopted the flesh and blood of children and dwelled among us; 
never suffered, died, and rose again in their behalf. All that He can do is to pray for them 
with groans that can not be uttered, and in divine love come and dwell with them. But what 
the Holy Spirit does not possess Christ possesses, who, in our flesh, rich in His cross-merits, 
lives with the Father in our behalf. 

And from that treasure in Christ the Holy Spirit takes and imparts to the saints, as the 
money exchanger supplies the English traveler with the native currency. Not only does He 
give them the spiritual gold and silver as it lies in Christ’s treasury, but He converts it into 
such forms as their present needs and conflicts require. And this is the peculiarly comforting 
feature of the Holy Spirit’s work. He does not scatter this treasure from heaven promiscu- 
ously, but brings it home to each of us in a form adapted to meet our every condition and 
capacity. He does not give strong meat to babes nor milk to adults, but to every spiritual 
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patient according to the nature of his complaint. Better than the patient himself does He 
understand the nature of his infirmity, to which as the divine Physician He adapts the 
remedy. 


To the saints of Jerusalem and to those of the present time Christ must be a common 
possession. As the former had their material property in common—and this the latter should 
have also, in higher sense, through the works of mercy—so had they and so have we our 
spiritual treasure as a common possession, in the same Immanuel, who enriches all. But the 
saints being unable rightly to divide their treasure, the Holy Spirit divides it for them. He 
takes every member’s portion as it lies in Christ, marked with His name, especially adapted 
for his particular need, and distributes it carefully and without mistakes, so that every saint 
receives his own. And while thus every one partakes of Christ and of His gifts, the one Christ 
with His treasure is common to all. 

In the child we can see something of the Love cultivated by a mutual possession. Love 
between the parents may have grown cold, but so long as both can say of their little one, 
She is mine, and “mine” may become “ours,” there is hope that the former love may return. 
In spite of their differences both possess the one child, who with all her love and sweetness 
belongs to both. And this applies in higher sense to the Christ. In the Church are many 
saints, and every one says: “Immanuel is my Bridegroom.” And this individual testimony 
is turned at last into the general anthem of praise: “Immanuel is our Lord.” Surely every 
saint finds in Christ something especially adapted to himself, yet all possess the one Lord 
and all His treasure. And this is the very power of love which in blessing watches over all. 
Love may grow cold and in an evil hour be turned into bitterness; but this is only temporarily; 
love must return. As in the wealth of the mutual possession husband and wife felt their 
union, so do the saints, considering their mutual possession of Immanuel, feel themselves 
bound together by Love’s overwhelming impression. 


» « 


“One baptism, one faith, one Lord, one Jesus for every heart,” “one Immanuel whom 
all call precious,” and herein alone lies Love’s power to keep in unity, and, after temporary 


separation, to reunite all the saints of God. 


And as the communion of goods in Jerusalem was symbol of the saints’ mutual possession 
in Immanuel, so it was also the symbolic indication of their individual obligation, to have 
the gifts in common possession, by willingly and diligently using them for the highest ad- 
vantage of the other members. 

The Lord imparts “Gifts,” “ministrations,” and “operations” as St. Paul calls them (1 
Cor. xii. 4, 5, 6); adding that all these gifts are of the same Spirit, and these ministrations of 
the same Lord, and these operations of the God who worketh all in all. And then he shows 
that it is the duty of the saints to use these gifts, ministrations, and operations not selfishly 
for one’s own glory, but for the Body of the Lord, which is His Church. 
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And by this God’s true children are best known; and they know themselves best in the 
gracious operation of which they are the subjects. For when the Holy Spirit imparts talents 
and gifts, the tempter whispers in the ear that it will be for their best advantage to use these 
gifts for each one’s own glory, with their brightness to shine and to make himself a name 
among men, and in that way the blessing will crown the labor as a matter of course. And 
alas! many listen to these whisperings and thus defraud the household of faith of their indi- 
vidual gifts, not understanding the meaning of the beehive, which teaches that one can 
purify honey without eating of it. 

And we should not judge too severely; this temptation is much harder than many are 
willing to acknowledge, especially for the ministers of the Word. The people greatly admire 
your sermon, praise you for it, talk about it, and carry you upon their shoulders. And by 
this miserable burning of incense one is intoxicated before he knows it. It is no more the 
question whether Jesus is satisfied, whether there is a spiritual gain for the glory of His name, 
but almost exclusively: Did the people like it? How did it affect them? And after a ten-years’ 
ministry under the influence of such evil whisperings, the result can scarcely be anything 
but the talent buried out of sight, the sacred office desecrated, all spiritual operation suspen- 
ded, and the minister of the Word little more than a minister to his own glory. And the 
same evil appears among the laymen. There is a lack of tenderness, of love, of consecration, 
frequently an abuse of spiritual gifts for the gratifying of the ambitious heart. Oh, we are so 
fearfully weak and sinful! Surely, every talent would be buried and every good gift spoiled 
were there no Holy Spirit, who with divine and superior power watches against this evil. 
For when in the Church the conscience awakes, and talents and gifts are once more eman- 
cipated from the yoke of selfish ambition, we see in it not our work, but the Holy Spirit’s. 
Then we do our duty. Then the communion of saints revives. Then the saints are once more 
ready with gift and talent to serve the Lord and their brethren. But the power which wrought 
the miracle of Love was not ours, but of the Holy Spirit. 
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XXVIII. 


The Suffering of Love. 
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friend.”—John 
xv. 13. 


Love suffers because the spirit of the world antagonizes the Spirit of God. The former is 
unholy, the Latter is holy, not in the sense of mere opposition to the world’s spirit, but because 
He is the absolute Author of all holiness, being God Himself. Hence the conflict. 

There is no point along the whole line of the world’s life which does not antagonize the 
Holy Spirit whenever He touches it. Whenever we are tempted by the world and inwardly 
animated by the Holy Spirit, there is a clash in the conscience: As soon as one member 
breathes a worldly spirit and another testifies against it in the Spirit of holiness, there is 
trouble and strife in the family. When in state, school, church, or society a worldly tendency 
appears and a current from the divine Spirit, there is trouble and strife in one or all. These 
two oppose each other and can not be reconciled. Compromise is impossible. Either one, 
the worldly spirit, at last closes our hearts against the Holy Spirit, and then we are lost; or 
after long conflict the Holy Spirit vanquishes the world’s spirit; then the prince of this world 
finds nothing in us, and our names are written in the gate of the New Jerusalem. 

And this causes love to suffer. When love increases in our hearts, owing to the Holy 
Spirit’s increasing activity, it must come into conflict with all that pertains to the world’s 
spirit and seeks to maintain itself in the soul. 


This is evident more or less in little children. Indulgence is the easiest, but not the best, 
method of education. The indulgent mother does not love her children, but sacrifices them 
to her weakness. She finds it easier not to oppose their wrongdoing; thus avoiding tears, 
contradiction, and ill-will. When they call her “darling mother” it is sweet music to her ear; 
hence she never looks displeased, and rather than deny them anything she anticipates their 
desires. So she loves, not them, but herself. Her aim is not their good, or the doing of God’s 
will concerning them and herself; but to save unpleasantness and to insure to herself the 
children’s affection. But not so she who loves her children with the Love shed abroad by the 
Holy Ghost. Actuated by His Love, looking upon them in His light, she seeks their eternal 
good. To her each child is a patient in need of bitter medicine, which she may not withhold. 
Her aim is not the gratification of the child’s wish, but his highest advantage in the way of 
life. And this causes conflict; for while the indulgent mother is ever pleased with her children 
and ever ready to hear men praise them, the other is often tossed between hope and fear, 
saying; “What will the end be?” Moreover, the time will come when her child, not under- 
standing her love, will resist her, when he will think her lovely only when she indulges him, 
when he will reward her devotion with angry look and voice and wilful disobedience, when 
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his conversation becomes constraint, when, regarding her as jealous of his pleasures, with 
a rebellious heart he will turn away from her love, while before God she is conscious that 
she seeks only his highest and holiest interests. 


There is another picture of suffering love. There never arose among men one that had 
greater love than Christ. In the human heart love never shone with brighter light, never 
glowed with brighter flame of Love. Without measure He had received the Holy Spirit, who 
abode upon Him, who filled Him with tenderest love that pervaded the soul and softened 
the heart. His love understood the secret of embracing in truest intimacy all that was human, 
and at the same time of breathing love that came like a benediction to every individual. He 
gave Himself to the whole race, and He opens His heart for an old, blind Jew in the gate of 
Jericho. Such is the infinite, rich, and almost omnipotent power of His love. It encompasses 
eternity, yet there is no outcast, however degraded, too low for its compassions. 

And what reception did the world prepare for Him? Did it offer Him love, honor, and 
admiration? Did it appreciate His holy love and kindle its own heart by its flame? On the 
contrary, the world was offended by it, could not bear it, counted it as mortal hatred; for 
He denied it its joys and sinful pleasures. He did not even smile when it was full of laughter, 
but when it begged for His applause He had only rebuke. He prevented the Jerusalem aris- 
tocrat from being a Pharisee, and the worldling from being a Sadducee. His whole appearance 
was a living protest against the world’s regime. Hence the world opposed Him, treated His 
Love as hatred, and returned it with contempt. Of course, if He had only lamented when it 
mourned, or danced when it piped unto Him in the market-place, it would have built Him 
a throne. But since He loved it with a holy love and yielded not to its entreaty, therefore it 
beat Him, embittered His life, and covered Him with shame and mockery. And when He 
persisted to love and admonish, it pronounced its “Anathema,” and the planting of the cross 
on Calvary was only a question of time. 

And what it did to Jesus it has done to all His followers. He that yields is tolerated. He 
that makes room for the world’s spirit receives burning of incense. He that makes compromise 
with it may be assured of honor and glory; but he that refuses to compromise, loving the 
world with holy love, must sooner or later experience its wrath. God’s people in every place 
and nation have ever sung: “Many are the afflictions of the righteous.” Every age has its 
martyr-history. And the best ages of our race, in which the Holy Spirit exerted His mightiest 
power, are but the times when the noblest and godliest saints suffered cruelest tortures and 
endured greatest wrongs. 


Cause for love’s suffering lies in its origin. Since it is the Holy Spirit who radiates its 
heat in the heart, and keeps its fire burning from moment to moment, the unholy hate and 
reject it. 
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Love can bear, but not tolerate, all things. It bears sufferings, because it does not tolerate 
the worldly spirit; but the cry of “mildness” and “moderation” never tempts it to quench 
the hatred with which it has entered the conflict with unholiness. For real Jove is also real 
hatred. He that loves feebly or falsely can not hate energetically. But if ardent, animating 
love reigns in your heart, then hatred reigns with it. He that loves the beautiful hates the 
ugly. He that loves harmony hates discord. In like manner, he that has fallen in love with 
holiness has conceived by the Holy Spirit an equally strong hatred for all unholiness. Love 
for Jesus can not exist but with hatred for Satan. And the best measure for the love of God 
in our hearts is the depth of contempt for sin. 

He that loves the world hates God, and has made God his enemy; as the Catechism 


» « 


correctly remarks: “By nature we are prone to hate God and our neighbor.” “The carnal 
mind is enmity against God.” But the man whose soul overflows with the love of God hates 
the unholy spirit of the world in and around him, and fights against it until the hour of his 
death. David’s testimony “ Do I not hate them, O Lord, that hate Thee? I hate them with 
perfect hatred” (Psalm cxxxix. 21)—is only the reverse of the stamp of love. And if among 
those born of the will of man there never was one who could truly say, “Lord, I hate them 
with perfect hatred”; yet there was One in whose heart this hatred was deep and true, who 
alone could say “that He loved God with all His heart and soul and mind and strength.” 

This mutual position is therefore very clear. There are degrees both in love and in hatred. 
In proportion as the heart beats strongly or feebly, i.e., in proportion as the spirit of this 
world or the Holy Spirit dwells in us and animates us to stronger expression, in that propor- 
tion that love or that hatred shall rise in us in higher degree. And according to that degree 
shall the proportion of our present conflict, sorrow, and suffering be. 

“Through suffering to glory“ is true especially with reference to love. Being love, it can 
not be neutral or insensible. And while its contact with men causes it much suffering, this 
suffering is, increased by the conflict in its own bosom. 

For this pure, holy love loves itself, but only in a holy sense. Altho it can not purge its 
heart all at once from all unholiness and impurity, yet it constantly wars against them and 
separates itself from them. And since in that conflict it is often convinced of its own lack of 
love and faithfulness, and of having grieved the divine Love, it sorrows much. Frequently 
it feels so humbled in the presence of Jesus that it scarcely dares look up to Him; humbled 
in the presence of His cross; conscious of its inability to self-sacrifice; humbled before its 
own loved ones whom it ought to bless, whom it frequently injures; and especially in the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, who tenderly sought to animate it, and whom it often silenced 
by this lack of courage and will power. 
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And this grieves the soul of the saint, who seeks in vain for the evidence of his sonship 
in the love of his own fickle heart. And if this love were of man, it would perish at last. But 
it is not. It is of the Holy Spirit, shed abroad and fanned by Him continually. Hence it is 
never quenched, but however near perishing, it is reanimated, and, burning anew with a 
bright flame, it reenters the conflict. 

History offers the evidence. There were times when the early Church was nearly exterm- 
inated; when the Waldensians were nearly blotted out from the face of the earth; when our 
fathers consecrated and sacrificed their lives on this blood-drenched soil, in order not to 
deny the Lord their God. For among these martyrs there were men and women to whom it 
seemed impossible to give their lives for Christ; who often thought: “When it comes to me, 
I will surely fail.” And yet when it did come, the Holy Spirit so graciously and extraordinarily 
steeled these souls that the cripple at once leaped like a hart, and they who did not think it 
possible to yield their goods, sacrificed their lives for His Name’s sake. Then it was shown 
that in God’s child the love of Christ is an eternal love, which, being born of His sacrifice, 
is stronger than death—yea, fearless in the presence of torture and martyrdom. 
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XXIX. 


Love in the Old Covenant. 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.” — John xiii. 34. 


In connection with the Holy Spirits work of shedding abroad the love of God in our 
hearts, the question arises: What is the meaning of Christ’s word, “A new commandment 
I give unto you”? How can He designate this natural injunction, “To love one another,” a 
new commandment? 

This offers no difficulty to those who entertain the erroneous view that during His 
ministry on earth Christ established a new and higher religion, to supersede the antiquated 
religion of Israel. 

They assert that the ancient religious ideas of the Jews were crude, defective, and prim- 
itive, even far below pagan morality. Among Israel themselves it was an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth. For their enemies they pursed vindictive hatred. They sang imprecatory 
psalms. And to crown all, they indulged the bloodthirsty desire of dashing the enemy’s in- 
nocent babes against the stones. Among this rude and barbarous people Jesus arose to pro- 
claim a higher and nobler religion. He said: “Ye have heard it was said of old time, “An eye 
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth!’ but I say: “Resist him not that is evil.’ “Ye have heard that it 
was said, “Thou shalt hate thine enemy’; but I say unto you: “Love your enemies.’ And 
whatever shortsighted Moses may have taught ancient Israel, I, Jesus, give you a new com- 
mandment, that ye love one another.” 

In this sense the words “new commandment "offer no difficulty. “New,” representing 
the Christian religion, is opposed to the “old,” which stands for the Mosaic law. But however 
plausible, this representation is thoroughly false and contradicted by obvious facts. 

In Matt. v. 17-20, Christ introduces the subject by showing that He does not oppose 
His Gospel as a superior code of morals to the antiquated and inferior Mosaic code, but that 
it is His aim, by opposing the false interpretations of Moses by the liberal, rabbinical schools, 
to restore the Mosaic law to its legitimate position. He says: “Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law, but to fulfil; not merely in a general sense, as tho the valuable germ which 
it may contain needed, for its development, only to be divested from its outward covering, 
but to fulfil it to its very jot or tittle. For whosoever shall do and teach them shall be called 
great in the Kingdom of heaven.” From verse 20 it is clear that He opposes, not the righteous- 
ness of Moses, but the false interpretation of it by the liberal rabbis. 

And after this introduction He continues: “Ye have heard that it was said to them of 
old time, Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thy enemy.” (Matt. v. 43) Did you ever find 
this in the Old Testament? Indeed not; on the contrary, in Prov. xxv. 21 it reads: “If thine 
enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink”; and 
in Exod. xxiii. 3, 4, Israel was taught: “If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or ass going astray, 
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thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying 
under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with him.” 

Hence it is unfair to say that the Old Testament teaches a low and unholy morality, for 
it inculcates the very opposite. The words disapproved by Jesus are found not in the Old 
Testament, but in the writings of the liberal rabbis. “Liberal,” we say, for many of the rabbis 
did not support this interpretation. This shows that a man actually lowers himself when he 
lays upon the lips of Jesus a charge against the Old Testament which can be preferred only 
against the liberal rabbis. 


Without going into the details of Matt. v. 21 ff., there is another reason why “new com- 
mandment” can not be interpreted by making it to oppose the law of Christian love to the 
Mosaic commandment of hatred. If Matt. v. 43, “Ye have heard that it has been said, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy,” had been the old commandment of Moses, 
Jesus could have opposed it by this new commandment: “But I say unto you, Love thy 
neighbor and thine enemy.” That would have had sense. But of the “new commandment” 
He speaks, not in this passage, but in John xiii. 34, where He treats, not of love for the enemy, 
but of neighborly and brotherly love. He has just washed the disciples’ feet; no enemy is 
present, He is among friends. And then He says, not, “Moses gave you the old commandment 
to love one another, but I say, Love even your enemy, and this is My new commandment”; 
but, “A new commandment I give unto you, that [in your own circle] you love one another.” 

Hence it is evident that this whole representation, as tho the new commandment of love 
opposed the Mosaic commandment of hatred, can not for a moment be maintained. And 
apart from this, the divine law of Sinai can not be anything but a perfect law; and Jesus, 
Himself being its Author, can not contradict Himself. 

In order to prevent the drawing of such pernicious inference from the words “a new 
commandment,” St. John declares emphatically: “And now I beseech thee, lady, not as tho 
I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we have had from the beginning, 
that we love one another” (2 John 5). And to make it still more impossible, he calls the same 
commandment old and new, according to the viewpoint from which it is considered: 
“Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment, which ye 
had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the 
beginning. Again a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in Him and 
in you; because the darkness is past and the true light now shineth.” (1 John ii. 7, 8) 


The way is now open to arrive at the right understanding of this new commandment, 
especially with reference to the subject under treatment. 

Jesus and the disciples have entered the inner sanctuary of His passion. Golgotha discloses 
itself. The painful strife of the feet-washing and of the expulsion of the traitor is ended. And 
during these solemn moments Jesus speaks of His departure, of the coming of the Holy 


501 


572 


XXIX. Love in the Old Covenant. 


Spirit, and of the new relation which henceforth God’s people shall sustain to the Messiah. 
From Paradise to the Lord’s return there is but one salvation for all the elect, but one way 
in which all walk, but one gate through which all must pass. The whole redemptive work 
flows from one unchangeable counsel. And herein lies the unity of the Old and New Coven- 
ants. 

But, altho we fully acknowledge this unity, we may not overlook the fact that, in different 
dispensations and circumstances, the saints sustain different relations to their Lord. To see 
the atonement typified in the promises of the ceremonial sacrifice is one thing, to look at it 
as finished on Calvary is quite another; and the difference creates a modified relation. The 
same is true of living before or after the Incarnation. To walk with Jesus on earth, or to know 
Him in heaven, puts the saints in a different position. Our departed friends and those who 
shall live at the return of the Lord are in different relations; for the latter shall not die, but 
be changed in a moment when this mortal shall be swallowed up of life. 

The subject of Christ’s conversation before He entered Gethsemane was this change of 
the mutual position and relation. He strongly emphasizes the new fact of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit to be their Comforter. He Himself will depart, but their treasure will be even 
richer and more glorious. Hence they need not fear. They will receive the Holy Spirit whom 
He will send them from the Father. Not as tho the Holy Spirit had not wrought already for 
and in Israel’s saints; for then faith and salvation would have been impossible. In fact, His 
work in the souls of men is as old as the generation of the elect, and originates in Paradise. 
But to the saints under the Old Covenant this operation came from without; while now, 
being freed from the fetters of Israel, the body of the Church itself becomes the bearer of 
the Holy Spirit, who descends upon it, dwells within it, and thus works upon its members 
from within. 

This is the new thing. This is Pentecost. This is all the difference between the dispensation 
before and after Christ’s Resurrection. This is His promise to and for His disciples and for 
all His saints. 

And in this connection Christ speaks of the new commandment, that they should love 
one another. The same love commanded them by Moses was now to affect them in a different 
way, since by His departure they were to enter into a different relation. It is not a rare occur- 
rence when the children of the same family, suddenly orphaned, feel as it were a more in- 
timate relation to each other than they ever felt before, and at their parents’ grave pledge 
one another a new love. As they stand at the open sepulcher and look at each other, they 
suddenly feel a sensation in their hearts hitherto unknown, it is the realization of a new re- 
lation. It is the old, and yet a new love, with a new conception, a new motive, a new consec- 
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ration. So it is here. So long as they were with Jesus, the disciples loved one another; yet 
they never understood the close and unique character of the relation. But when Jesus suddenly 
left them, they realized the truth of His new commandment, and their love became con- 
sciously deeper, more intimate, really new love. 

And this new love is the fruit of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the Church. It is like the 
difference between carrying water with great exertion from a distant fountain, and having 
a stream from that fountain flow by one’s own door, from which he can drink copiously, 
by whose invigorating scent he feels his spirits revived, into which he can throw himself for 
a refreshing bath. The Holy Spirit comes with glorious blessings to the children of God under 
the New Covenant. They drink, not with scant measure, but from a full and overflowing 
cup. They revel in the fulness of eternal Love, And He that creates this blessedness is the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, whom Jesus has sent from the Father. 
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Organically One. 
“From whom the whole body, fitly joined together and compacted, maketh increase 
unto the edifying of itself in love.” —Ephes. iv. 16. 


The newness of holy Love lies in the Church. As we look at the withered state of the 
Church in almost every period, we almost hesitate to make this statement; yet in principle 
we maintain it to its fullest extent and power. 

The Church of Christ on earth is like an “incluse.” The “inclusi” were honorable men 
and women who in the Middle Ages immured themselves in little cells of stone, built under 
the street, just high enough to allow a man to stand erect. After the incluse had descended 
into his cell, it was closed over him with a grating, and thus he spent his lonely, comfortless 
life in voluntary isolation. Passers-by could see but little of him. Through the grating the 
faint outline of a dark form was dimly visible; but it did not seem to possess the least attrac- 
tion; did not once suggest what manly and noble stature might be concealed in that cell; 
much less what extraordinary power might be embodied in that incluse, and what hours 
and days were spent in inward conflict. And such is the image of the Church of Christ on 
earth. It is enclosed and can not reveal itself. Of its real form only a faint outline appears, 
almost always unfavorable and unprepossessing. Unless its spiritual wealth and nobility are 
discovered in some other way, no one will surmise that this is the Church which shall one 
day decide the destiny of heaven and earth. 

Still this is the fact. The Father loves the Son. The body of the Son is the Church. Hence 
no one can be saved but he who is incorporated into His body the Church. 

Surely it requires a great stretch of the imagination to believe that this muddy shell of 
the visible Church contains such a precious pearl; but the initiated believe it. They know 
that in this respect the Church resembles its glorious Head, in the days of His flesh; of whom 
it was said: “When we shall see Him there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is 
despised and rejected of men; we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised and 
we esteemed Him not.” (Isa. liii. 3) And when Herod’s soldiers mocked and shamefully en- 
treated Him, when stripped and dying He moaned upon the cross, “I thirst,” no one but 
those who looked beneath the surface could surmise that this man was the Lord of Glory. 
And yet so He proved to be. “He received beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” (Isa. lxi. 3) And so it may be said of the Church 
while an earth. When we see her, there is no beauty that we should desire her; she is despised 
and rejected. Every one is, as it were, hiding his face from her. Still, she is the Lamb’s Bride- 
elect; and the holy Church, which without spot or wrinkle shall one day be presented to the 
heavenly Bridegroom, is concealed within her. And therefore holy Love must celebrate its 
triumph in the Church. 
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The newness of the commandment, “Love one another,” consists in the fact that, being 
freed from the bonds of the Jewish national character, love can effectually operate in the 
Church. And tho it be objected a thousand times that love is nowhere a greater stranger 
than in the Church, and that rather strife and division, backbiting and devouring one another, 
always have seemed to be the order of the day, yet this lamentable fact does not alter the 
foregoing positive statement. 

It should be remembered, in the first place, that strife and division assume the fiercest 
aspect among those that are most closely related; between brothers and sisters they are more 
serious than between strangers. Cain and Abel were too intimately connected. This is why 
differences between husband and wife leave such deep and painful impressions. Their mu- 
tual love can not treat the matter lightly. It is the very intimacy of the relation that gives the 
difference such a serious character. 

Secondly, we should not forget that even in the Church strife and division make the 
loudest noise, while love unseen quietly pursues its way. Among the initiated in the Church 
there ever has been a communion of soul which has nowhere its equal—an attachment and 
opening of hearts impossible but in the Christian life; a brotherly love so sweet as to surpass 
every other love. 

And finally, for the present time these discords must continue, that in the last day the 
beauty and symmetry of the structure may appear to highest advantage. During the construc- 
tion ofa palace one looks in vain for symmetry; the eye meets but disproportions and jarring 
contrasts. It can not be otherwise. Confusion there must be until the work is completed. 
Then the pure and perfect symmetry of the whole will be seen and admired. To call for it 
during the time of the building would make the final beauty impossible. It would be no 
profit, but loss. It would spoil the work. Perfect agreement of the parts, finished and unfin- 
ished, is out of the question so long as the whole work is not completed. Until then perfect 
harmony is a matter of faith, not of sight. This is why the saint can say, not, I see, but, “I 
believe in, the Holy, Catholic, Christian Church.” 

This is caused by another separating element in the Church antagonizing love, viz., the 
truth. This is evident from the apostolic word warning us against sentimental love, saying: 
“That we be no more children, but, doing the truth (Dutch Translation) in love, we grow up 
in all things unto Him who is the Head, even Christ” (Ephes. iv. 15). 


What are we to understand by truth opposing love? Are not both from the same source? 
Love is union; it joins and binds together severed parts that belong together. And this 
may be done in two ways. The easiest way to match two non-fitting cogwheels is to remove 
the teeth; then their faces will cover each other. A much more difficult way is to file each 
tooth to the required size. Let us apply this to love. To make the wheels fit each other by re- 
moving the teeth is undoubtedly a work of love; for now the wheels are perfectly matched, 
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they seem to be of one piece. But the truth is lost; the wheels are no longer cogwheels. The 
teeth which made them so are missing. It is true, to fit them by filing each tooth to the right 
size requires inexhaustible patience, but it retains the truth; the wheels remain cogwheels; 
even tho love, which is the matching of the wheels, comes slowly, i.e., not until the last tooth 
is filed to its proper size. 

The love which ought to reign among God’s people is not the excitement of a dreamy, 
mystic feeling, destroying individuality; but such uniting and knitting together of the elect 
that each can attain the full measure of his individual growth ordained for him in the divine 
counsel; so that in this completion the glory of their membership in the same body may 
appear and be tasted in the blessed consciousness of the most tender and intimate union. 

This is contained in Ephes. iv. 16: “From which the whole body fitly framed together, 
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” 
In the first place, the apostle does full justice to the divine ordinance and honors the divine 
disposition in the “joining together” and “Compacting “and “joints of supply”; and then, 
by this clearly defined path, he returns with the words, “To the edifying of itself in love,” to 
the deep mystery of this holy intimacy. 

It is easy to cultivate love without regarding the truth. It requires neither conflict nor 
exertion. We simply file down every rough place and rub away every wrinkle; and at last 
nothing remains to oppose love. But in that way the Lord’s disposition is simply set aside, 
His ordinance made of no effect, and His truth stumbles in the street. But if you acknowledge 
the truth and the divine counsel and disposition; if you do not cavil at the divine ordinance 
and arrangement; if you do not plane, file, and level, but seek the union of spirits in such a 
way that together they form a whole, so that the teeth of the wheels always clasp each oth- 
er—then the cultivation of love meets many more obstacles and requires infinitely more 
care and labor. But finally it will be crowned with the glorious success of obtaining love 
without sacrificing divine truth. 

Or to express it more comprehensively: God Himself is the greatest obstacle in the way 
of that quickly grown and immature love. If God did not exist, two seriously minded men 
could be made to agree much more easily. Then they would be at liberty to dispose and ar- 
range matters to suit themselves, according to their own choice. But God exists; hence the 
disposition of things must be according to His choice. In the covenant of love between two 
persons He is always the Third, and claims that He and His name be not sacrificed to their 
mutual love. Hence all the conflict, difficulty; and vexation of spirit. Among God’s people 
love in whatever form is ever subject to the first and greatest commandment: God first and 
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last. This is why it is not lawful to cherish and cultivate an affection which excludes His 
love. In their mutual affection they may not ignore God; act as tho God did not exist; be 
indifferent to His name and truth as tho they were of little account and their mutual love 
the principal thing. 

Nay, the wisdom which is from above is first pure, then peaceable. Mutual love among 
the saints can not flourish unless the saint acknowledge God, confess His name, exalt His 
truth as their shield and buckler; praise His virtues and reverence His counsel, especially 
regarding their own person and destiny. Christian love, new and unfailing, born here to live 
forever; can scintillate only where the name of the Lord shines forth in His truth, where that 
truth, bearing and animating souls, is experienced and confessed. And this exists, not in 
sentimentalism, wheedling tones, or sinful indulgence, but in being united and knit together 
by the Holy Spirit according to the divine foreordination. 

At this point the work of the Holy Spirit returns to the eternal counsel of the Lord Je- 
hovah. From that counsel it flows; in that counsel every life has its starting-point, and to 
that counsel every completed development must return, impelled from its own internal 
pressure. Every development, tho adorning itself with fairest names, which opposes that 
counsel, proceeds in a wrong direction, and must change its course or run into eternal death. 
That which is to receive consistency, endurance, and eternal, inexhaustible fulness must 
spring from that counsel, and in the end, with reference to itself, correctly reflect its fulness. 

And since in that counsel the parts do not lie loose, side by side, but are destined to 
form one rich, spiritual whole, it is the Holy Spirit who, by fitly joining together these 
parts—i.e., the elect children of God—unites and knits them together according to that 
counsel. Only when this is accomplished, love’s perfect beauty shall appear. Then the Church 
of Christ shall shine as the bearer of that love in the presence of the Lord. And then only 
the Holy Spirit, even the Spirit of Truth, shall have finished His greatest work—that of the 
cultivation of Love. 
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The Hardening Operation of Love. 
“Being grieved for the hardness of their heart.” —Mark iii. 5. 


Love may also be reversed. Failing to cherish, to uplift, and to enrich, it consumes and 
destroys. This is a mystery which man can not fathom. It belongs to the unsearchable depths 
of the divine Being, of which we do not wish to know more than has been revealed. But this 
does not alter the fact. 

No creature can exclude itself from the divine control. No man can say that he has 
nothing to do with God; that he or any other creature exists independent of God; for God 
upholds, bears, and carries him from moment to moment, giving him life and power and 
all his faculties. Even Satan is not self-existing. Ifit pleased God to discontinue his existence, 
he would cease from being. Satan and all his demons and all flesh live and move and have 
their being in God. This apostolic word does not signify an intimate, acquaintance with the 
secret of the Lord, but is merely the clear and sober statement of every creature’s essential 
relation to the Creator. Whether sinner or saint, angel in heaven or demon in hell, even 
plant or animal, each lives, moves, and exists in God. 

Hence to withdraw oneself from God is utterly impossible. Psalm cxxxix. is not merely 
a sketch of the divine omnipresence, but much more; in holy sense, a testimony and confes- 
sion from the very root of man’s being, of the creature’s absolute inability to withdraw 
himself from God’s active control. The misery of the lost in hell consists in the fact that in 
their unholy and wicked hearts they are subject to the active, divine control. The cry which 
once escaped from moaning lips, “Let me alone before I go hence” (Job xx. 21), is the pre- 
sentment of the unavoidable control of God, which overwhelms the ungodly as a calamitous 
flood. If God would let them alone, there would be no hell and no misery. The unquenchable 
fire would be quenched, and the worm would die. But He does not let them alone. He 
continues His hold upon them. And this causes the eternal pain, and overwhelms them with 
destruction and condemnation forever. 

It is represented sometimes as tho God’s material dealings were to be continued with 
every man, whether good or evil, while His spiritual dealings are confined to the elect. But 
this is a mistake. It is true His sun rises upon the good and the evil, and His rain comes 
down upon the just and the unjust; but the same is true spiritually: There is this difference, 
however, that while the just and the unjust are both profited by the rain and sunshine, the 
radiation of the Sun of Righteousness and the rain of grace result in blessing for the elect 
and in destruction for the lost. 

This is clearly illustrated by the effects of the rays of the sun in nature. In March they 
melt the snow and warm and fertilize the soil, while in August they harden the field and 
scorch its fruit. This is caused by the field’s too close proximity to the sun in summer, while 
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in spring it occupies the right position in relation to the sun. And this applies to the Sun of 
Righteousness. Standing in the proper position regarding that Sun, one feels its fostering 
and fertilizing effects; but forsaking that position through self-exaltation, aspiring to loftier 
heights, he discovers immediately that the Sun of Righteousness no longer can bless him, 
but must consume him with divine fire. 

The Scripture teaches this fearful truth in various, ways and under various images. St. 
Paul says that the same Gospel is to one a savor of life unto life, and to another a savor of 
death unto death. Concerning the holy Infant, Simeon prophesies that He is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel; and the prophet declares that to the saints Messiah shall 
be a rock of defense, and to those who forsake their God He shall be an offense and a stone 
of stumbling. There are branches apparently on the same vine: yet some are cast into the 
fire, and others blossom and bear much fruit. It is one clay and the same potter; yet from 
the same lump are formed a vessel of honor and a vessel of dishonor; but in both cases it is 
the same power. 


The Scripture introduces this operation unto death and destruction with the somber 
word; “hardening of heart”; especially when the hardening is the result of resisting eternal 
Love, 

Not every effect, however, of the divine operation, destructive to the sinner, is in itself 
a hardening of heart. There is also a mere “giving up,” or “letting alone.” This is followed by 
the more gloomy “darkening.” And only then comes the deadly operation in its proper and 
limited sense, “hardening of heart,” in its worst and most fearful degree. 

The mildest and yet awful form of this destruction consists in the fact that, according 
to the testimony of the apostle, the Lord gives the impenitent sinner over to a reprobate 
mind: “Wherefore God gave them up to uncleanness; who changed the truth of God into a 
lie, and worshiped and served the creature more than the Creator” (Rom. i. 24, 25). Again 
he declares in verse 26: “For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections.” And for the 
third time in verse 28: “And as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do things that are not convenient, being filled with all 
unrighteousness.” 

This “giving up” is related to the “darkening,” of which St. Paul speaks in the same con- 
nection (ver. 21): “They became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.” In Rom. xi. 8, he describes the same thing in the words of Isaiah: “God hath 
given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, ears that they should not 
hear.” Thus the “darkening” and “the spirit of slumber” are the gradual transitions between 
the “being given over to a reprobate mind” and the “hardening of heart” in its proper sense. 

When a sinner is given over to a reprobate mind, the Lord allows him the desire of his 
heart. He had opened for him another way; but the sinful heart’s desires and inclinations 
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bend in a different direction. At first, divine Love, watching over him, prevents him from 
gratifying these desires. And for this he would thank God, if his heart were right. But he 
murmurs at this loving interference of his heavenly Father, and seeks the means to obtain 
what God so far denies him. A painful tension is the result: on the one hand, the sinner bent 
upon the execution of his evil intentions; and on the other, God, who temporarily prevents 
this by withholding the opportunity. But when the sinner persists in his evil course and 
sears his conscience, then God finally withdraws His loving care; the tension ceases; He lets 
the sinner have his desire; and the latter, given over to a reprobate mind, revels in the grati- 
fication of his unholy passions; and, instead of mourning in repentance before the holy God, 
enjoys his victory. 

However, even from this awful condition return is possible. For the first joy of victory 
is followed by a positive and painful feeling of disappointment. Surely he has conquered, 
but his conquest is unsatisfactory: first, because every sinful gratification alarms the con- 
science, and this is misery to the soul; secondly, because unholy pleasure is always exhausting 
and disappointing, never yields what it promised, never proves to be what first it seemed. 
In such moments salvation is still possible. Better feelings may be aroused, and may lead 
the sinner to realize that God is right and loves him better than he loves himself. And, ac- 
knowledging that God is right, he may cease to justify himself. Then salvation’s gates are 
open, and he may not be far from the heavenly kingdom. 

But, overcoming the feeling of disappointment, he falls immediately into a deeper depth. 
Then he explains his feelings in the opposite way: disappointed not because he has already 
drank too deeply from the cup of sin, but not deeply enough. He acknowledges his disap- 
pointment, but he fancies that greater boldness in sin will remedy this. And so comes the 
turning-point. When the fearful thought is once conceived and admitted, and the heart’s 
demon-like desire has sprung up deeply and systematically to revel in sin’s pleasures, then 
he is lost. Then “the vain imagination and darkening of a foolish heart “is added to being “ 
given over to a reprobate mind.” Then the spirit of slumber takes possession of him. He can 
no longer discern the real cause of his dissatisfaction and disappointment. Sin intoxicates 
him more and more. And the more he indulges the greater his blindness for the consequences. 
Things lose their forms. The phenomenal take the place of the real. He has eyes, but not for 
the real and the true; ears, but not for the voice of the eternal Speaker. And so he rushes on 
from one sin to another; dissatisfied with sin, yet thirsting after more. As St. Paul says, even 
anxious to see others sin. 

In the way of salvation it is “Grace for grace”; but in the way of sin, it is sin for sin. To 
stand still is impossible. The path inclines. 

Thus God lets the sinner go. He intoxicates him so that he does not see the precipice 
that yawns before him. And this opens the way for the hardening. Every effort to make such 
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a one the subject of saving grace is like casting pearls before swine; then Immanuel must 
hide His love, that seeing he see not, and hearing he understand not. 
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The Love Which Withers. 
“Therefore hath He mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He 
hardeneth.”—Rom. ix. 18. 


The idea of hardening is so awful that, with all its unsanctified pity and natural religion, 
the human heart rejects it as a horrible thought. Natural compassion can not bear the idea 
that a fellow man, instigated to evil by it, should forever ruin himself. And natural religion 
can not conceive of a God who, instead of persuading His creature to virtue, should give 
him up and incite him to sin. This entire representation of hardening is in such open and 
irreconcilable conflict with all the feelings of the human heart that it is impossible to suppose 
that it originated in the human mind. 

When as children we heard of this hardening of heart for the first time, we could not 
receive it. Our whole nature rose up against it. And later on, when, in connection with this 
doctrine, we heard of the mysterious imprecatory psalms and of an unavoidable, eternal 
doom, then our human nature rebelled against these fearful things with such irrepressible 
force that we preferred temporarily to forsake our confession rather than to be forced to 
accept such a horrible idea. Wherefore skeptics are right when they say that, to prove the 
inconsistency of the Scripture, its miracles need not be attacked, for that its doctrine of 
hardening and cursing antagonizes the claims of the heart even more than the doctrine of 
miracles opposes the claims of the reason. 

Hence the opposition against the Sacred Scripture always proceeds from two sides at 
once: on the one hand, from coldly intellectual minds that are always shocked at the Scrip- 
ture’s so-called absurdities and impossibilities; and on the other hand, from the emotional 
folk, whose feelings are ever hurt by Holy Writ. The effort to compromise can never satisfy 
any one. To say, “To me the Scripture is God’s own precious Word; but when I come to 
the 'imprecatory Psalms’ and the ‘hardening of heart,’ then I simply close my eyes and hold 
my tongue,” is no position at all, but mere self-contradiction. 


And yet it should be remembered that the vast majority of Christians lose themselves 
in this unfortunate half-heartedness. The Arminian-tinted do this consciously; wilfully they 
erect their Dagon of the free will as often as the testimony of the Ark of the Covenant has 
cast him down. They are a singular people. When a doubter refuses to believe the Godhead 
of Christ, they are immediately ready with their Bible to prove from this text, that passage, 
and these recorded facts that Christ must be the Son of God and therefore God Himself. 
But when, with reference to the doctrine of salvation, one proves to them from the same 
Bible, with similar texts, passages, and facts, that there is indeed a hardening of heart wrought 
at times by God Himself, then there is no end to their contradiction and they refuse to 
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submit themselves to the Word. They do not seem to notice the unreasonableness and dis- 
honesty of this course. It only shows that, when people propose to decide arbitrarily which 
portion of the Scripture is true and which is spurious, they betray inward disloyalty and a 
culpable lack of conviction. 

For it is either the Scripture which decides what is true, or I decide. If it is the Scripture, 
then I must accept its statements concerning the Godhead of the Lord Jesus and of the 
hardening of the heart. But if I decide according to my own ideas, then I presume to make 
myself a judge of the Scripture, and, in the very nature of the case, its authority as being a 
divine and absolute testimony fails to affect me. 


We do not stop to consider those who deny the hardening wilfully. They have departed 
from the Scripture and from the divine truth. But we notice those who practically deny this 
doctrine, partly by ignoring it, partly by refusing to acknowledge it as part of their confession 
relating to the divine Being. They rehearse the Scriptural statements regarding this doctrine 
faithfully and correctly; if need be, they are ready to defend, rather than for the sake of human 
sensitiveness to deny it. On the contrary, their orthodoxy even on this point is above reproach. 
What the Scripture teaches they teach, the doctrine of the hardening included. But they 
only rehearse it. They know not how to use it. It leaves them cold; they are not in touch with 
it. While they never neglect to give it a place in their inventory, they do not work with it. 
And this is the serious part of their position, for it is inconsistent. He who treats holy things 
honestly and sincerely must consider that the acceptance or rejection of this doctrine neces- 
sarily affects his representation of the divine Being. The representation of our own heart 
naturally excludes the hardening. From this it follows that the God of Scripture who effects 
the hardening, and from whom it can not be separated, does not agree with our heart’s 
representation of Himself, and therefore requires that we adopt another. 

And this is the difficulty with these practical doubters. While they record the doctrine 
as a memorial in their books, they never apply it: partly because they never consider the 
fearfulness of the thought, and therefore speak of it unfeelingly; partly—and this deserves 
special attention—because they never consider how the earnest confession of the doctrine 
necessarily affects their representation of the divine Being. 

This last point is of greatest importance. According to the representation of our natural 
heart, it is immaterial who or what God is really and essentially if He only loves us, whatever 
we are, and to such extent as ever to restore what we destroy. Hence God Himself is of no 
account. Man is the principal thing; and the highest aim of divine love is to bring man 
sooner or later to the highest enjoyment of bliss, whatever his conduct, even tho to his last 
breath he should kick against the pricks. Such a God would exactly suit us: a God without 
a character; who in matters great and small counts for nothing; who by reason of His ill- 
proportioned love is insensible to any insult that we may offer Him. Hence, however wicked 
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a man may be, however insolent his treatment of the Holy One, the good and benevolent 
Father will find a way eventually to lead him to eternal bliss; if not in this life, then in the 
life to come. From that follows that in proportion as God decreases, in that proportion His 
love increases. His love will be perfect and all-excelling only when He Himself becomes 
nothing and utterly discounts Himself. 

Such representation of God is the result of a natural process. To man, love means self- 
denial and self-sacrifice. He is egotistic; and love can not have full sway within and around 
him unless he first deny himself, count himself nothing, mindful only of the neighbor’s 
needs. His human love requires that he more and more ignore himself, and make the salvation 
of others the only object of his existence. And since love so works in him, he imagines that 
it must so work in God. Unconsciously he applies to God the same human conception of 
love; and finally he fancies that the love of God rises higher and higher as His grace becomes 
more universal. 

When one may say that there can be no sinner so wicked and dishonorable but divine 
Love will eventually receive him in perfect felicity, and another, “You are right, altho I would 
make Judas and those like him an exception,” then the former appears the more plausible. 
He alone who includes even Judas among the blessed has the most worthy idea of the Love 
of God. The least doubt about it disparages that Love. And the measure of that disparagement 
is determined by his estimate both of the numbers of the blessed and of the lost. 


The point at issue is the Being of God. If the human conception of love is applied to 
God, then all men must be saved, and God has no right to be anything in relation to the 
creature. But if we confess that of all beings God is the Source, to whom therefore the con- 
ception of creaturely love can not be applied, for then He would cease from being the Supreme 
Being, then the whole objection becomes invalid. For then we ignore our own ideas concern- 
ing this mystery, and acknowledge that they can not but lead us astray. We also distrust the 
teachings of others, knowing that no more their heart than our own can teach us anything 
in this respect. And, from the nature of the case, we are made to see that on this subject God 
alone can enlighten us. 

Hence either we must deny that there is a revelation concerning divine Love, so that 
therefore we can neither deny nor confirm anything concerning it; or we must confess that 
the Scripture offers us such revelation, and then must also acknowledge as true all that 
Scripture teaches regarding it. 

We do not deny that we ourselves feel the antagonizing influence of the doctrine, and 
we confess that it does not at all agree with our creaturely conception of love. Neither 
skeptic nor Arminian need remind us of it. We are much too human and free and un- 
trammeled to deny it. But we absolutely deny our own heart and feelings the right to decide 
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this matter, or even to have any voice in it, and claim that we and our opponents should 
unreservedly submit to all that God in His Word has revealed in this respect. 

While the human heart contends that God can not harden any man’s heart, Scripture 
meets us, whether we like it or not, with the awful testimony: “And whom He will He 


hardens.” And let us reverently believe it, tho it be with inward trembling of soul. 588 
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The Hardening in the Sacred Scripture. 
“He hath hardened their heart.” — John xii. 40. 


The Scripture teaches positively that the hardening and “darkening of their foolish 
heart” is a divine, intentional act. 

This is plainly evident from God’s charge to Moses concerning the king of Egypt: “Thou 
shalt speak all that I command thee; and I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply My 
signs and wonders in the land of Egypt. But Pharaoh shall not harken unto you, and I will 
lay My hand upon Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord” (Exod. vii. 3-5). 
Before this the Lord had said to Moses: “When thou goest to return unto Egypt, see that 
thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand; but I will make 
his heart stubborn, that he shall not let the people go” (Exod. iv. 21). 

The principal person in the Scripture in whom this awful truth obtains its clearest rev- 
elation is Pharaoh. Why in him we can not tell. And, instead of looking down on him from 
the heights of our own imagined piety, we should rather remember the word of the apostle: 
“And whom He will He hardens.” 

However, the subject of this terrible judgment of hardening is not the individual Pharaoh 
in his private life, but the king, the mighty prince and sovereign, the ruler and despot, who 
in the majesty of his crown and scepter represented the supremacy of the first great world- 
empire over the nations of the earth. 

In those days Egypt occupied the position subsequently attained by Nineveh, Babylon, 
Macedonia, and Rome; it was the embodiment of all the luster and glory which the natural, 
sinful, and God-rejecting world could create. In the cities of Upper and Lower Egypt men 
reveled in the refined pleasures of life. From all the surrounding countries gold came 
pouring into Egypt. The rulers built themselves great cities and strong fortresses, sphinxes 
and mountain-like pyramids. Cities of the dead were hewn out of the rocks. Magnificent 
sarcophagi were chiseled out of exquisitely beautiful marble. In a word, the world’s proud 
and majestic creations of those days were found on the shores of the Nile. The Pharaoh of 
Egypt was the mightiest man of the earth. 

And as such he is the subject of the hardening. That St. Paul views the conflict between 
Jehovah and Pharaoh in this light is evident from his quotation of Exod. ix. 16, where it is 
expressed in strongest and plainest language: “For I will at this time send all My plagues 
upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that 
there is none like Me in all the earth. And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, 

for to show in thee My power; and that My name may be declared throughout all the earth” 
(Rom. ix. 11). 
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These words are meaningless if they are made to refer to the private life of the individual 
Pharaoh. No private individual ever possessed such power. But if they are understood as 
referring to Pharaoh the great world-ruler, they assume an entirely different aspect. For he 
was not the creator of that power, neither was that power the creation of a day, but the result 
of a gradual development under God’s own direction. Four centuries before Moses, God 
had already spoken to Abraham of this mighty Egypt and predicted the conflict which His 
power would bring upon it. Many dynasties of absolute monarchs had succeeded one another. 
And when Pharaoh’s dynasty ascended the throne, the centralized government of the empire 
was thoroughly vested in his person. 

In His unfathomable counsel the Lord had evidently led the godless world of that day 
to concentrate all its wisdom, power, intellect, and refinement in Egypt’s limited territory. 
Himself had raised up Egypt, Himself had raised up its great dynasties, and lastly raised up 
Pharaoh, who, wholly absorbed into Egypt’s luxury, power, and world-majesty, was the 
embodiment of what the world could oppose in one man, and he therefore a man of sin, 
against the majesty of God. 

And this haughty monarch enclosed Israel in the bonds of death, and with them the 
Hope of the fathers, the preparation of Messiah after the flesh, and the Church of God in its 
patriarchal state. He should have honored and blessed this people, but he treated it cruelly. 
The sciences of those days flourished in Egypt. Historical events were chiseled in hieroglyphs 
upon stone, and published upon obelisks and sarcophagi for the information of the public. 
Hence Egypt could not plead ignorance as an excuse; at the royal court Joseph was still re- 
membered as the benefactor of Egypt, who saved it from famine; and the Egyptians could 
not have forgotten their solemn promises to the Hebrews. And yet Pharaoh tyrannized over 
the people, and even sought to prevent their increase by ordering the destruction of all male 
infants. 

Hence Pharaoh, enslaving Israel, represents the evil world-power which kept the Christ 
in bondage. Wherefore God said: “I have called My Son out of Egypt.” With Israel He called 
the Messiah out of Egypt. The fearful conflict was for Messiah against Pharaoh. 

This sheds some light upon the puzzling words: “For this cause have I raised thee up.” 
Having lost its prop by its departure from God, the world could not manifest its sinful power 
but in a world-empire, and in individual monarchs. And such manifestation was not fortu- 
itous, but a logical necessity, divinely intended, that the divine power might triumph over 
it. For this reason it is repeatedly stated: “But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (Exod. x. 
20); “And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall follow after them, and I will be honored 
upon Pharaoh and upon his host, that the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord” (Exod. 
xiv. 4); “And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he pursued after the children of 
Israel” (Exod. xiv. 8). Later on the hardening came upon all Egypt: “And I, behold, I will 
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make stubborn the hearts of the Egyptians, and I will get Me honor upon pharaoh and upon 
all his host” (Exod. xiv. 17). 

Throughout this whole terrible history the prospective hardening is first announced, 
then carried into effect, and finally, recorded as accomplished in Pharaoh. For—and this 
deserves special notice—every announcement of the divine hardening is followed by the 
announcement from the subjective standpoint that Pharaoh himself hardened his heart:“And 
Pharaoh’s heart was stubborn” (Exod. vii. 13); and again: “And the magicians of Egypt did 


so with their enchantments, and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened” 


(Exod. vii. 13); and again: 
“And Pharaoh’s heart was stubborn; neither would he let the children of Israel go” (Exod. 
ix. 35). And for this reason St. Paul writes: “Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
For He saith to Moses, I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it 
is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy. For the 
Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
show My power in thee” (Rom. ix. 14-17). 

Altho Pharaoh is the most conspicuous figure in this respect, yet the hardening is not 
confined to him alone. Of Sihon, the feared despot of Hesbon, it is written: “The Lord thy 
God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that He might deliver him into thine 
hand, as appeareth this day.” (Deut. 2:30) Of the allied kings of North Palestine, who under 
Jabin, king of Hazor, declared war against Joshua, it is written: “For it was of the Lord to 
harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle” (Joshua xi. 20). 

Satan said that he tempted David to number the people (1 Chron. xxi. 1); but, from 2 
Sam. xxiv. 1, it is evident that he did not act without divine direction and obeyed only reluct- 
antly. 

The prophet mournfully asks: “O Lord, why hast Thou made us to err from Thy ways 
and hardened our hearts from Thy fear?” (Isa. Ixiii. 17); a touching complaint which echoes 
the awful prophecy of his installation: “Go and tell this people, Hear ye indeed but understand 
not, and see ye indeed but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat and make their 
heart heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their hearts, and convert and be healed” (Isa. vi. 9, 10). 

To the objection that this is Old-Testament theology, but that such harshness is foreign 
to the Christian Church in which Christ has instituted the reign of Love, we reply that that 
Church is as old as Paradise, that in both covenants it is the same divine Speaker, and that 
Christ and His apostles reveal the same hardening. In Matt. xiii. 14, Mark iv. 12, 14, Luke 
viii. 10, Christ largely dwells upon the fact, and states it, even for the direction of conduct, 
in the very words of Isaiah’s inauguration prophecy, that sometimes God causes the Word 
to come to a man in such a way that hearing he hears not, but hardens his heart. And St. 
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Paul addressed the same words to the Romans (Acts xxviii. 26; x. 8). We have already noticed 
his words, “To give over to a reprobate mind,” and to the darkening of heart, which have 
the same effect as the hardening. It is remarkable that the New Testament especially presents 
the idea of hardening in a passive form, not as an act of the subjects themselves, but as a 
calamity which has come upon them as a terrible consequence of their sins. In Rom. xi. 25 
it reads: “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, that a 
hardening in part is happened to Israel”; in 2 Cor. iii. 14: “But their minds were hardened”; 
in Rom. xi. 7, “And the rest were hardened.” So also in Mark vi. 52: “Their heart was 
hardened”; in Acts xix. 9: “But divers were hardened”; and lastly in Heb. iii. 13: “But exhort 
one another while it is called to-day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin.” 

With these passages before us, it is impossible to deny that the Scripture reveals God as 
the Author of the hardening. And he who says that the God whom he worships can not 
harden any man’s heart, ought to see that he does not worship the God of the Scripture. 

The objection that if hardening is a divine operation, then warning and admonition are 
vain and useless, points to another extreme. The same Scripture which says, “And whom 
He will He hardeneth,” (Rom. ix. 18) says also, “But exhort one another while it is called to- 
day, lest any of you be hardened.” (Heb. iii. 13) To both these passages we submit, bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of the Word. 
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Temporary Hardening. 
“Lord, why hast Thou hardened our heart? “—Isa. Ixiii. 17. 


That there is a hardening of heart which culminates in the sin against the Holy Spirit 
can not be denied. When dealing with spiritual things we must take account of it; for it is 
one of the most fearful instruments of the divine wrath. For, whether we say that Satan or 
David or the Lord tempted the king, it amounts to the same thing. The cause is always in 
man’s sin; and in each of these three cases the destructive fatality whereby sin poisons and 
destroys the soul can not be severed from the government of God. 

However, in studying this matter, we should remember for our own comfort that the 
hardening is not essentially and invariably absolute and irreparable. We should distinguish 
between a temporary and a permanent hardening. The latter is absolute; the former passes 
away and dissolves into saving faith. 

Crying, “Lord, why hast Thou hardened our heart?” Isaiah represents persons who are 
now in glory before the throne; moreover, the question itself, the sorrow expressed, and the 
longing after God of which it speaks, suffice to assure us that Isaiah was no Pharaoh. That 
Israel is exhorted, “Harden not your hearts as in the provocation” (Psalm xcv. 8), proves 
that the hardening spoken of had not been intended forever. And the hardening that, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, had come “in part” to Israel was not absolute, as appears from the words 
“in part.” 

The temporal and the permanent hardening should not be confounded. This would 
drive the guilty sinner into spiritual despair, and raise the Cain-thought in his heart—a 
danger that requires the most earnest and watchful care. Satan, the enemy of souls, thoroughly 
understands all the weaknesses of the human heart. In this respect he knows more than the 
best informed among men. He knows whether to attack a man in the front or from behind, 
to ruin him with threats or with flattery, to frighten him with despair or to ensnare him 
with the prospects of peace. This is why he delights again and again in making a man either 
trifle with the deadly danger of his soul, or to believe that he is hopelessly lost and beyond 
the power of redemption. 

How many souls has not Satan terrified with the sin against the Holy Spirit! —souls who 
never thought of such a thing; who, on the contrary, had a tender regard for the Holy Spirit’s 
honor in the hope of their salvation, but whom nevertheless he decoyed into the fearful belief 
of being utterly cast away, of having committed the unpardonable sin. Of course, if such 
souls had lived nearer the Word, more earnestly searched it, and adhered more closely to 
the guidance of the Church’s interpretation of this dark mystery, they would not have fallen 
into this snare. But as it was, Satan whispered it into their ear, and, almost smothering their 
spiritual life, kept them, sometimes for years, languishing in the mortal fear of being lost 
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forever. And so dark was the spiritual night that it seemed that no ray of light would ever 
pierce it. 

And the same is true of the hardening. Even with this awful spiritual operation Satan 
plays his horrible game of robbing God’s children of their spiritual peace. Of course, this is 
never without their own fault. All the spiritual distress of the saints is the necessary result 
of their transgressions, whether public or private. But he that sowed the hurtful seed, in the 
field fertilized by sin, was no other than the tempter of souls, who stealthily came to their 
side and suggested that their grievous state was worse than being merely “forsaken”; that 
there must be signs of hardening which would steadily increase; wherefore the flower of 
hope was withered and all expectation cut off. 

And for this danger the soul must be prepared by the clear and definite distinction 
between the temporary and the permanent hardening. The former comes to every one of 
God’s children. There is not one, among those grown old in the way, who can not recall the 
time when he felt the love of God drawing him to separate him from some sin or unbelief; 
but this seemed only to incite him all the more to resist that love, to close his ears to it and 
with greater energy to embrace the evil. It was not with the intention to persist in it, but 
merely to gain time wherein to enjoy the sinful delights a little longer, while the divine love 
is resisted. We say: “Once more, and then we will stop our resistance.” In reality, while we 
thus trifle with the love of God, we believe that it is quite strong enough to endure this little 
opposition.- And this may result in a temporary hardening, which is sometimes very serious, 
and which is marked by and consists in the fact that the saint who intended the next time 
to break with his sin, then discovers, to his dismay, that by his temporary indulgence the 
power to resist has been lost. 

And this is God’s righteous reward. The love that the disobedient saint resisted for the 
sake of sin is insulted and refuses to be trifled with. Altho he did not expect it, yet by his 
obstinate resistance of that first love the power of sin was strengthened, the soul’s tender 
sensitiveness was dulled, and the heart was made callous. What was first a mere sliver in the 
flesh became a malignant boil. An evil power developed itselfimperceptibly and unexpectedly. 
He fights against it, but in vain. After repeated falls, he ceases the fight, and gradually lapses 
into a condition of hardening so grievous that he can not discover in his heart the least trace 
of the divine love. 

However, this hardening is only partial, for it has reference only to some special matter; 
and this is the difference between it and the permanent hardening. Apart from this matter, 
he can still burn with love and zeal for his God; he can still open his heart for the operation 
of the gracious powers of eternal life, and even have blessed communion with the Lord. But 
these slowly disappear. The malignant abscess gradually imparts its fever-heat from one 
part to another. The blood in the veins of the soul is kept in restless tension, and to this 
partial hardening is added a sense of general forsakenness that causes his communion to 
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become more rare and less refreshing. There may be an occasional drop of oil, but there is 
never a full, fresh anointing. As a result, he feels himself poor, dry, and dead; he goes about 
with the sentence of condemnation in his conscience; but in the midst of his anguish his 
soul groans unto God. 

And the Lord hears that groan. There may be no prayer, and the Holy Spirit may be too 
far gone to enable his soul to pour itself out in supplications; yet so long as there is a smoking 
flax and a broken reed that vainly tries to lift itself, so long as there is a sense of shame and 
an inward groan to God for deliverance, the Lord inclines His ear, full of compassion, and 
the hour approaches when the Sun of Righteousness shall dispel the clouds and melt the 
hardness of his heart. The love first resisted now returns with irresistible power to gladden 
his soul. The crust of ice begins to melt. A blessed emotion unknown for years makes itself 
felt. The dry eye becomes dim and the inflexible knee and stiff neck bend in prayer. And 
the mercy and long-suffering of God cause the fresh oil to flow, and, with a self-abasement 
hitherto unknown, the soul believes and praises and adores once more the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the rich mercy of His God. 

Altho a real hardening, yet it is like that which falls upon the streams and fields in winter, 
when the yellow leaves fall from the trees, the sun-rays slant, and the waters congeal. But 
that winter does not last forever. Spring is coming soon. And when the grass is green again 
and the birds sing in the woods, it seems as tho, after its winter sleep, nature is quickened 
into a richer and more glorious life. Such is the temporal hardening of the called of God: a 
winter followed by spring, until the dawn of the eternal morning in the realms of the ever- 
lasting light. 

But the permanent, the eternal hardening is not so. This causes us to think of the world 
of eternal snow and ice in the polar regions, where it freezes never to thaw, and where nature 
is covered with somber cerements, to be uncovered only when the Lord shall come upon 
the clouds, and the whole world shall melt with fervent heat. 

It is true, even amid that eternal snow and ice, a singly ray may for a while pierce the 
darkness, the icicles may drop, and the ice-fields may separate; but the heart of that ice- 
world remains unaffected and its eternal foundations unmoved. One iceberg may get loose 
from the rest, but it remains an iceberg. It can not thaw out; eternally hardened, even in 
nature! 

And that world of ice is the awful image of the Sihons and Pharaohs, and of every one 
who is permanently hardened and given over to the judgment of God. The Love of God has 
been sinned against forever, and every expression of life only adds to the callousness of the 
heart, until all feeling, conception, and sensibility with reference to spiritual things are utterly 
gone. And if there be any life and growth left, they are the life and growth of the mildew 
which poisons, of the parasite which destroys. So fearful is the hardening that the subject 
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himself is utterly insensible of it. In his temporal hardening the child of God shall weep at 
last; but the other moves on with boisterous laughter to meet his doom. 
The Lord God have mercy on us! God’s judgment of hardening is such an awful thing! 
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The Hardening of Nations. 
“The election hath obtained it, and the rest were hardened.” — Rom. xi. 7. 


St. Paul’s word, at the head of this article, is strikingly impressive, and its content exceed- 
ingly rich and instructive. It clearly announces the fact that the hardening is not exceptional 
or occasional, but universal, affecting all, who, being in contact with the divine Love, are 
not saved by it. 

The last limitation is necessary, for of the heathen it can not be said that they are 
hardened. Only they can be hardened who live under the Covenant of Grace. It is true that 
the heathen develop a reprobate mind. Their heart is darkened. Walking in their own ways 
they are impelled irresistibly, for the process of sin can not be stopped; but this is not the 
proper conception of the hardening as the Scripture presents it. 

Heathen nations and individuals may come in direct contact with the Lord and His 
Anointed, as Pharaoh and Sihon through their relations with Israel; and as the Turks and 
the peoples of India and China who now are in touch with Christian nations and mission- 
aries. Of course, we do not mean to say that mere casual contact with a Christian nation or 
missionary makes a Mohammedan or heathen nation responsible. This is impossible. When 
in Epirus the Turks meet hordes who call themselves Christians, but are utterly devoid of 
the Spirit of Christ and in savagery rather surpass the bashi-bazouks, then no ray from the 
cross falls upon the crescent by this meeting. The fact that a missionary settles in an obscure 
corner of a heathen nation, opens a little school, and talks about the Scripture with a few 
individuals, in a manner which betrays his ignorance of human nature, does not make that 
nation responsible. They know nothing about it; it leaves the national life wholly untouched. 

The Christian nations, their governments, their churches, and their missionaries, may 
well ask themselves whether by such playing at missions they do not increase their own re- 
sponsibilities rather than those of the heathen nations. How serious these responsibilities, 
especially regarding the heathen and Mohammedan nations! Owing to the divine pleasure 
the Christian nations possess a moral and material superiority. England alone is perfectly 
able to control China, Japan, the whole of India and Turkey besides. There is not the 
slightest prospect that the heathen nations will, for a long time to come, be able to cope 
successfully with the nations of Christendom. In their own native jungles they may be able 
to maintain themselves, but as soon as they come in the open field they are vanquished. We 
may harass the Chinese, but it never enters our minds that they will effect a landing upon 
our shores. 

Whether this will so continue is another question. As the Christian nations return more 
and more to Judaism, and thence to heathenism, it is very possible that they will lose also 
their material superiority. There are already signs showing that China may some time seri- 
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ously vex the Christian nations; and in India our possession is not as undisturbed as once 
it was. The ancient moral greatness and world-supremacy of the heathen nations should 
not be forgotten; it is only fifteen centuries ago that that state of things was reversed. All the 
more reason why the Christian nations should consider that they owe their power and glory 
only to the name of Christ; and that they are responsible unto God for the performance of 
their duty toward these nations. God demands that we bring them in contact with Christ; 
and they themselves are entitled to it. 

This contact should be comprehensive. It should be noticeable in the European and 
American settlers in those countries; in the laws and institutions which we impose upon 
them; in the writings and information which we bring them; especially in our preaching of 
Christ among them. And comparing these moderate claims with the reported shameful 
manner in which men calling themselves Christians act in those countries, their immoralities, 
their cruelties, their grasping, their corrupting of the nations by, their unjust laws and ini- 
quitous practises—e.g., the opium traffic—it is obvious that, instead of our being the cause 
of the hardening of the heathen nations, our own debt and responsibilities, with regard to 
them are largely increased. 

It is true that some nations have labored among the heathen with great success; there 
are even some small heathen nations which, owing to their contact with excellent Christian 
men, governors and missionaries, may be said to have come into contact with Christ; and, 
if they did not receive Him, such contact must be the cause of their hardening. But these 
are exceptions, and we members of the Reformed churches can not boast that our share in 
revolutionizing the heathen world will be very great. 

But with these exceptions we limit the hardening to men who, living in Christian 
countries, have long been under the influence of the Gospel. This applies also to Israel under 
the Old Covenant. The Church now spread among the nations was hid in Israel. The 
hardening seldom occurred among the heathen, and as a rule was confined to the Jews. In 
saying that the elect have obtained it, while the rest were hardened (Rom. xi. 7), St. Paul 
evidently refers to Israel exclusively, as appears from the context: “Israel hath not obtained 
that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it; and the rest were hardened.” 
And then follows a description of this hardening, borrowed from Isa. xxix. 10: “The Lord 
hath poured out upon them a spirit of deep sleep; eyes that they should not see, and ears 
that they should not hear.” Hence the hardening which now manifests itself as a new 
working is confined to the Christian Church. The hardening still upon Israel is an after-effect 
of the ancient judgment; it is not new. By their Christ-rejection before Gabbatha, on Calvary, 
and on Pentecost, they brought it upon themselves, and can not be delivered from it except 
through the gift of new grace. Hence in the discussion of present hardening it does not come 
into consideration. 


525 


600 


XXXV. The Hardening of Nations 


As a rule, the hardening which in our days and in our own circles manifests itself is 
confined to the Christian Church, and follows in the track of holy Baptism. 

And here we distinguish a personal and a collective hardening. With reference to the 
latter, a sad but well-known fact will explain our meaning. In many districts, here and else- 
where, the correct ideas of holy wedlock are falsified; not only recently, but for ages. This 
is evident from the fact that the marital relation is entered upon through sin before the 
marriage is confirmed, making it “obligatory,” as it is said. This is a collective hardening 
against the divine blessing of holy wedlock. It is a popular sin which affects not only the 
individual, but his entire generation and whole environment. In like manner there is sin 
in every trade and business, without which it is said one can not be a business man. “Every 
man is a thief in his own store”; and with such-like sinful jests the matter is dismissed. Every 
new clerk is properly initiated. He that does not know the tricks is deemed incompetent, 
and the unwilling are said to spoil the game. 

In this sense there is a collective hardening in many countries and churches which has 
fallen upon the multitudes as a spirit of slumber. One has only to compare the churches of 
Scotland and of Spain to be convinced of the fact. The churches of both countries confess 
the name of the same Lord Jesus Christ; they read the same Gospel; partly sing the same 
psalms; there is scarcely one mystery of faith confessed in Scotland that is not confessed in 
Spain. But with all this similarity, what immeasurable difference! In both nations one is 
baptized with the same Baptism and nourished with the same Lord’s Supper; but how vastly 
different the manifestation of the ecclesiastical life! We do not deny that in the churches of 
Scotland there maybe many a lack and defect. We even allow that in the Church of Spain 
there may be an occasional tender glow of love, while in the north of Great Britain we find 
something cold and chilling. But apart from this, what clear and positive consciousness in 
Scotland, and how heavy the veil which covers the face of Christ’s Church in Spain! It is 
true Spain still possesses the confession of saving truth, but deeply buried under numberless 
human institutions. The luster of holy things divine is dim and feeble. We deny not the 
working of divine grace in the Spanish Church, and we gladly admit that Christ is preached 
even under the veil, and that His elect are being gathered unto eternal life. But for the rest, 
what dulness of soul, what hardening of spirit! It is evident that in that grandly beautiful 
country an evil power oppresses the spirits, against which they wrestle in vain, 

Altho less conspicuously and on a smaller scale, the same collective hardening is found 
everywhere. In the Scottish Highlands the Church is much purer than in the Lowlands. In 
the Lutheran Church in Norway spiritual life is much tenderer than in Saxony. In the Canton 
du Vaud it is much more energetic than in Berne. And in our own land, who does not mourn 
for Drente as compared to Zeeland? Who does not know that the rural districts of South 
Holland are spiritually much more susceptible than those of North Holland? And who can 
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fail to notice the difference between sand and clay in Friesland and in Gelderland? But if 
we possess deeper insight and larger life, owing to the more favorable circumstances of en- 
vironment and education, we should not boast ourselves. If we had been planted in such 
dry ground, we should probably have grown up just as thin and ill-favored. 

To measure every man’s guilt with reference to this collective hardening is not our 
business, but the Lord is the judge of all the earth. But it is our business to oppose this 
hardening, wherever we meet it, with the leaven of the Word, and to pray without ceasing 
for deliverance from this spiritual plague. Again and again the hardening, which had been 
upon villages and cities—and whole countries, has been lifted by the boldness of a single 
preacher of righteousness. It may be incurable as in Sodom and Gomorrah, which were to 
be destroyed, while Nineveh could still repent. But this is exceptional. Ordinarily we see the 
most hardened nations awake from their spiritual slumber as soon as the preacher of repent- 
ance summons them to return to God. 

Altogether different is the personal hardening which, in greater or smaller measure, 
comes upon all who live under the influence of the Gospel without being quickened by 
it—who were baptized with water and not with the Holy Spirit; and of this personal 
hardening the apostle testifies: “The election hath obtained it, but the rest were hardened.” 
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XXXVI. 


The Apostolic Love. 
“He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts.”— John xii. 40. 


It is singular that the hardening, in its most awful manifestation, finds its exponent not 
in Jeremiah, the stern preacher of repentance, nor in St. Paul, the logic confessor and witness 
of the divine sovereignty, but in St. John, the apostle of love. St. John knows men whom he 
designates as “children of the devil,” who as such are the opposite of the children of God. 

Jesus had entered the holy city amid the hosannas of the enthusiastic multitudes. All 
Jerusalem apparently came out to hail Him. Even the resident Greeks asked for Him. It was 
the hour of triumph and glory. And yet, in the midst of this popular applause, Jesus knows 
that He is the “Man of Sorrows,” and declares to His disciples that He is like the grain of 
wheat which, “except it fall into the ground and die, abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth 
forth much fruit.” (John xii. 12) Then He cried out: “Now is My soul troubled. And what 
shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour; but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, 
glorify Thy name.” (John xii. 27, 28) And immediately there came a voice from heaven, 
saying: “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.” (John xii. 28) The people that sur- 
rounded Him “thought that it had thundered, and others said that an angel had spoken to 
Him.” (John xii. 29) It was one of the most solemn and impressive signs that ever have at- 
tended the preaching of the Word—an event like that of Carmel; a direct answer from 
heaven. 

Still under its impression, Jesus continues His words to the multitude, saying: “While 
ye have the light believe in the light, that ye may be the children of the light.” (John xii. 36) 
And what was the answer? Another hosanna like that when Jesus had raised Lazarus from 
the dead, and which was honestly meant by some? Indeed not. When, instead of promising 
them that He would raise up the kingdom and deliver it from Roman bondage, Jesus 
presented to them the claims of faith, then they resisted Him, and the evil in their eyes be- 
trayed the opposite of peace in their hearts. The same Nazarene whom a moment ago they 
had hailed with the waving of palms, they now are ready to bury under showers of stones. 
Jesus, seeing this, departed and hid Himself from them. And thus, on that public square of 
Jerusalem, the multitude was left alone. They had rejected the King whom they should have 
adored. A voice had spoken from heaven, but they had stopped their ears. 

Deluded people! You know not whom ye have rejected, and that your rejection of today 
must lead to His crucifixion tomorrow. You rejected Him, and, with Him, yourselves forever. 
For this is what St. John, the witness of peace and love, under the direct inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, writes concerning them:. “Tho He had done so many miracles before them, yet 
they believed not on Him, that the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he 
spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? 
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Therefore they could not believe, because Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes and 
hardened their hearts; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.” (John xii. 37-40) 

“They could not believe.” No judgment could be keener, more direct, more fearful! Who 
can hear these words without an aching heart? Who trembles not when the holy apostle 
declares, that such are the ordinances of the Kingdom? Who does not bow the head in the 
presence of such blinding mysteries? Oh, that we might erase these words from the Gospel! 
But we may not. Tho they most painfully affect us, tho we can not sufficiently admonish 
one another never to speak of these fearful mysteries but with a loving and sorrowing heart, 
yet they may not be taken from the Gospel. Without them even St. John’s Evangel would 
not be intact, rich, and complete. The Scripture may not be emasculated. 


It was Jesus who discovered that these wretchedly sinful men of Jerusalem were hardened 
and stiffnecked. This comes, not to men in Rome or Athens, but to men in the Jewish capital. 
It is remarkable that when the Greeks came to Philip naively asking for Jesus, these children 
of Abraham should be manifested as hardened in their hearts. There had been such men in 
Jericho, Bethany, and Jerusalem twenty years ago; but the apostle declares that this somber 
prophecy of the completed hardening was fulfilled to its fullest extent only in the men who 
were then the leaders of public opinion in Jerusalem, who were hardened by their contact, 
not with John the Baptist, but with Jesus. 

The effect of contact with Jesus is so decisive that it determines the whole subsequent 
course of a man’s life and being forever. There is no one greater and more glorious than 
Jesus. Whom Jesus does not save can not be saved. He who sees no light in Jesus must forever 
wander in darkness. He is the touchstone. Tested by Him, the soul stands revealed. 

From this narrative, and from all that the Scripture reveals on this subject, it is therefore 
piteously evident that our greatest glory, viz., our Christian assurance and the most awful 
misery which the soul can conceive, the hardening of a human being, stand side by side, 
belong together in causal connection. Rock of offense; fall and rising again for many in Israel; 
a sign that shall be spoken against; savor of life, but also savor of death—we wonder how it 
is possible that He who is the Savior of the soul can also cause its deadly corruption to become 
manifest! 

And yet it is a fact; the Word of God leaves no room for doubt. And what is still more 
wonderful, this fearful operation of being a savor of death proceeds from Christ in one of 
the most glorious moments of His life: in the moment when He shines in all the greatness 
of His majesty. The hour had come when, like a grain of mustard-seed, He should fall into 
the ground. The Galileans saw their Lord. The Greeks asked after Him. The voice from 
heaven was still vibrating in their ears. With touching entreaty He called them to repentance. 
And it is in that moment that the enmity of the human heart shows Him its deadly hatred, 
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and in its base resistance compels Him to hide Himself. And then their hardening of heart 
becomes manifest. 

There is no escape from this critical moment. Every man must be drawn to Christ. And 
he that has come to Him must see more and more of His greatness and holiness, and become 
more intimately acquainted with Him. And by this very entrance into the inner sanctuary 
the lost soul discovers its own true inwardness, and whether it will ever come to a rending 
of the veil. 

But from this we should never draw the wrong inference, that it is then the safest course 
never to bring our children to Jesus. This is not left to our decision. The Lord of Hosts is 
He who commands us: “Suffer the little children to come unto Me.” (Mark x. 14) But what 
this deep mystery ought to teach us is, not to throw holy things to the dogs, nor to make an 
ostentatious display of divine truth. Altho we do not judge others, but rather let their zeal 
in spreading the Gospel rebuke our luke-warmness, yet we must remind them of the fact 
that they deal with fire. Surely no other than the sharp two-edged sword of the Spirit can 
reach the inward seat of corruption; but remember, carelessly handled, it may wound some 
vital part. And therefore; in the spirit of love, we must ever admonish the brethren never to 
preach the awful Gospel in a thoughtless and careless manner, but always with greatest 
caution and holy earnestness. For the work of preaching the Gospel is exceedingly delicate. 


As to the question, How does the hardening occur? we simply say that every effort to 
be wise above that which is written must be opposed; being conscious of our own limitations, 
we prefer to watch lest our own soul fall under this terrible judgment, rather than to lose 
ourselves in the vain effort to analyze what we can not conceive of but in the unity of the 
holy mystery. 

But this we may say: that in nature God offers us many illustrations of the fact that in 
its highest activity the same power can have opposite effects. Without rain the field parches 
and vegetation burns; but the same rain that elsewhere makes the grain to grow, in the ill- 
drained field causes the crop to decay. The same sun that warms the ground and matures 
the grain in one acre, will harden the ground and scorch the crop in another. The same food 
that nourishes and strengthens the healthful, burdens the weak and endangers the life of 
the sick. Knowledge is glorious, and at its fountain man loves to quench his thirst; but how 
appalling the corruption caused, either by its one-sided application or by an ill-proportioned 
estimate of its value! Holy and tender is the bond between husband and wife, mother and 
child; but is there any passion that has added more to the pollution and desecration of human 
life than this very desire for the married state and this longing to become a mother? 

The law is universal that the highest excellency, failing to accomplish its purpose, reverses 
its action and causes destruction, pollution, and often hopeless ruin, in much greater 
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measure than if it were less excellent. And knowing this; is it strange that the same law 
prevails in the highest domain, viz., the Love of God? 
Hardening is but the effect of the divine Love turned in the opposite direction. It cher- 
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The Sin Against the Holy Ghost. 
“The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.”— Matt. xii. 
31. 


Altho the love of God, failing of its purpose, always causes hardening of heart, yet at 
times it has a still more terrible effect, for it may lead to the sin against the Holy Ghost. 

The results of this sin are especially crushing and terrible. Christ’s words concerning it 
are startling and penetrating, casting the guilty soul into everlasting despair: 

“He that is not with Me is against Me; and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth 
abroad. Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men; but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And who- 
soever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither 
in the world to come” (Matt. xii. 30-32). 

St. Mark puts it still more harshly: “Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto 
the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme. But he that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” 
(Mark iii. 28, 29, R. V.). 

St. John writes concerning it: “If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto 
death, he shall ask, and He shall give him life for him that sins not unto death. There is a 
sin unto death; I do not say that he shall pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin, and there is 
a sin not unto death. We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is 
begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not” (1 John v. 16-18). 

And St. Paul writes: “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good Word of God, and the powers of the age to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify unto themselves the Son of God afresh, and put 
Him to an open shame. For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, 
and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God; 
but that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is 
to, be burned” (Heb. vi. 4-8). Such cutting words would perplex the soul, if he had not added: 
“But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, 
tho we thus speak. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which 
ye have showed toward His name" (vs. 9, 10). 

They are words of comfort, which, however, do not detract from the dead earnestness 
with which he speaks in the tenth chapter: “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful 
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looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that 
despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses. Of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unclean 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know Him that saith, Vengeance 
belongeth unto Me, I will recompense; saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge His 
people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. x. 26-31). 

Much more might be added. It is written of Esau that he could find no place of repent- 
ance. St. Peter and St. Jude, full of indignation, write of persons who “have gone the way of 
Cain,” who “ran greedily after the error of Balaam,” and who “perished in the gainsaying 
of Korach.” But these words have no direct reference to the sin against the Holy Spirit. 
Enough has been said to convince our readers that we treat this fearful sin, not upon our 
own authority, but upon the authority of the Holy Spirit. 


We open the discussion by emphasizing that no child of God could or ever can commit 
this sin. It is necessary to say this to prevent many souls from being troubled. There is such 
unutterable distress in these words of Jesus: “All manner of sin shall be forgiven unto men, 
but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven; neither in the present world, 
neither in the world to come.” (Matt. xii. 31-32) For that sin there is no intercession either 
in heaven or on earth. Such prayer is even denounced and forbidden as unholy. Indeed, we 
realize how afflicted souls, tossed with tempest and not comforted, especially when suffering 
from a weak brain and unsound nerves, can become so morbid as to ask: Have I committed 
that sin? And if so, what is the use of prayers and tears? For then I am lost, hopelessly and 
forever. 

And such cruel spiritual distress may not be allowed. It is the result of a defective religious 
training, and, still more, of the preaching which, culpably ignorant of the deep ways of the 
soul, prates about many things, but scarcely ever treats the solemn things that pertain to 
eternity. It must be reiterated to these afflicted souls referred to, clearly and distinctly, that 
no child of God ever can commit this sin. It does not belong to the broken and contrite 
heart, but cankers only in the proud spirit that opposes the Lord and His holy ordinances. 

It is true the apostle declares that the men guilty of this sin “were once enlightened,” and 
“have tasted of the heavenly gift,” and “were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,” and “ have 
tasted the good Word of God and the powers of the age to come”; but they are never said to 
have had a broken and a contrite heart. On the contrary, they mind high things; they rely 
upon their exalted experiences; boast of a certain partiality which the Lord has lately shown 
them; but give no evidence that they ever smote the breast, or fell down as dead before the 
divine Majesty, or ever found it a consuming fire. 
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It is a singular fact that the very persons who make us think of the word of Scripture, 
“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall,” are never afraid of eternal perdition; 
while those who are in not the least likely to sin against the Holy Ghost are frequently in 
fear and trembling lest they fall into it. Physicians of insane asylums are familiar with the 
facts. 

And there is but one remedy for these afflicted souls, viz., to feed them with Scripture 
before they are afflicted. Of course, he that broods and mutters about his sin outside of the 
Word can not escape being haunted by the Cain-thought of a sin too great to be forgiven, 
and in the end the loss of his mind. But he who lives near the Word is safe and can not be 
so afflicted. 

The Scripture gives a clear and transparent exposition of the sin against the Holy Spirit. 
The scribes who had come down from Jerusalem were seeing glorious things and were 
hearing heavenly words, for Jesus was standing in their midst. And while with eye and ear 
they were tasting of these heavenly gifts, they dared say: “He hath Beelzebub, the prince of 
the devils.” (Mark iii. 22) And to this blasphemous statement Jesus answered immediately 
that these persons had committed the sin against the Holy Ghost, “because they said He had 
an unclean spirit.” (Mark iii. 30) Wherefore, among well-disposed persons, there can be no 
difference of opinion in this matter. The sin against the Holy Spirit can be committed only 
by persons who, beholding the beauty and majesty of the Lord, turn the light into darkness 
and deem the highest glory of the Son of God’s love to belong to Satan and his demons. 
And, since the afflicted souls already referred to are conscious of their inability to grasp holy 
things, and are acquainted with the sinful suggestions of their own heart, yet, despite these 
suggestions, earnestly desire to be persuaded of their Savior’s love, therefore it is impossible 
that they can ever become the guilty victims of despair. 


It may not be denied, however, that in the hearts of the saints awful thoughts sometimes 
arise against the Holy One. The pool of iniquity underneath our hearts, with its poisonous 
gases, continues until death. While we are engaged in the reading of the Word, in prayer, 
or in holy meditation, suggestions sometimes flash through the mind which startle us as 
the poisoned sting of a wasp, which we would like to tear from head and heart, from which 
we shrink with the cry as tho struck by lightning: O God, deliver me! But these suggestions 
have nothing to do with the sin against the Holy Spirit; for we do not identify ourselves with 
them, do not cherish them, but cast them aside as we would an adder. They come through 
us, but are not of us. Or, rather, they spring from our sinful nature, but are unwedded to 
our will—in fact, repugnant to our will. 

We should take heed, therefore, lest, by departing from the Scripture, we estrange our 
souls from the love of God. This would please Satan only too well. He loves to use that sin 
against the Holy Spirit to vex weak souls, and their anguish delights his heart. Therefore 
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they must not be allowed to brood upon this fearful word of Scripture. It is true the Gospel 
is terribly in earnest, but at the same time it is the Gospel of all consolation, and no man 
may ever rob it of that character. 


In close adherence to the Word, we add that ordinary wanderers from God do not 
commit the sin against the Holy Spirit; for they have seen naught of the powers and glories 
of the age to come (Heb. vi.). To commit this sin two things are required, which absolutely 
belong together: 

First, close contact with the glory which is manifest in Christ or in His people. 

Second, not mere contempt of that glory, but the declaration that the Spirit which 
manifests itself in that glory, which is the Holy Spirit, is a manifestation of Satan. 

One may sin against the Son and not be lost forever. There is hope of pardon in the day 
of judgment for the men who crucified Him. But he who desecrates, despises, and slanders 
the Spirit, who speaks in Christ, in His Word, and in His work, as tho He were the spirit of 
Satan, is lost in eternal darkness. This is a wilful sin, intentionally malicious. It betrays sys- 
tematic opposition to God. That sinner can not be saved, for he has done despite unto the 
Spirit of all grace. He has lost the last remnant in the sinner, the taste for grace, and, with it 
the possibility of receiving grace. 


Hence this word of Jesus is divinely intended to put souls on their guard; the souls of 
the saints, lest they treat the Word of God coldly, carelessly, indifferently; the souls of false 
shepherds and deceivers of the people who, ministering in the holy mysteries of the cross, 
contemptuously speak of the “blood theology”—blaspheming the supremest manifestation 
of divine love as an unrighteous abomination; the souls of all who have forsaken the way; 
who once knew the truth and now reject it, and who ‘in their self-concept decry their still 
believing brethren as ignorant fanatics. Their judgment shall be heavy indeed. Nineveh did 
not resist the prophet, and was exalted above Capernaum and Bethsaida! 

From this, Christian love deduces a twofold exhortation: 

First, to professed believers, by ignorance and presumption not to tempt others to fall 
into this sin. 

Second, to erring brethren, not to say that skepticism is the way leading to the truth. For 
this very skepticism is the fatal gate by which the sinner enters upon the awful sin against 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Christ or Satan. 
“But the greatest of these is Love.” —1 Cor. xiii. 13. 


However fearful the Scripture’s revelation of the hardening of heart, yet it is the only 
price at which the Almighty offers man the blessed promise of Love’s infinite wealth. 

Light without shadow is inconceivable; and the purer and the more brilliant the light, 
the darker and the more distinctly delineated the shadows must be. In like manner, faith is 
inconceivable without the opposite of doubt; hope without the distressful tension of despair; 
the highest enjoyment of love without the keenest incision of hatred. If this is so among 
men, how much more strongly must it appear when God sheds abroad His love by the Holy 
Spirit? 

Even among men love always loses in depth what it gains in breadth. Hence there are 
multitudes of men of whom all speak well and no one speaks ill; who, tho not pursued by 
hatred, are neither loved with passionate love. And there are men whom no one can treat 
with indifference; who inspire some with ardent love and others with violent hatred. How 
devoted the love of Timothy and Philemon for St. Paul, and with what hatred did the Jewish 
teachers persecute him! How affectionate the attachment of the circle of German Reformers 
for Martin Luther, and how bitter the violence of the Romish hierarchy against him! How 
deep and tender the love of our Christian people for Groen van Prinsteren, the noble 
champion of our Christian interests, and how fierce the hatred and bitterness wherewith 
the men of neutrality have pursued him all the days of his life! The court circles of St. 
Petersburg almost worship the Russian Czar, while every nihilist abhors him as an incarnate 
devil. 

And this is true in every country and every age. As soon as love has taken root in the 
soil of principles, it separates the best friends and finds its opposite pole in the most fearful 
hatred. Love which is inspired only by amiable traits, which has no other ground than 
mutual good will, which is the daughter of a compliant disposition, which is supported by 
mutual service, burning of incense or self-interest, never arouses such hatred. But as soon 
as love adopts a nobler and holier character; when it loves the friend not for his appearance, 
disposition, winning ways, and pleasing forms, but in spite of his unyielding nature, stern 
claims, and disagreeable traits, simply because he is the bearer of a conviction, the interpreter 
of a principle, the mighty pleader of an ideal, then hatred can not tarry a year, but follows 
love in its wake, and rages as bitterly and violently as love’s attachment is tender and anim- 
ating. 


This was never more obvious than in the Person of Christ. His contemporaries are en- 
titled to fair treatment. With the exception of those to whom it had been specially revealed, 
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not one saw in the Rabbi of Nazareth the Son of God, the Hope of the Fathers, and the 
Promised Messiah. The great mass of the people hailed Him merely as the Hero of His 
conviction, the Preacher of Righteousness, One who was filled with zeal for high and holy 
principles. 

And what does the history of His life reveal? That at the first meeting, enchanted by His 
holy eye, touched by His eloquent word, overcome by His word of love, men offer Him 
homage and join the hosannas of the multitudes. But also that this superficial acquaintance 
is soon followed by a change of inclination and disposition, in some developing into positive 
faith and entire surrender to His Person, and in others into hatred which becomes more 
violent day by day. 

Jesus troubled no one. No bitter word ever escaped His lips. There were thousands 
whom He blessed and not one whom He harmed. Even the little children He drew to Himself 
and kissed their smiling lips. And yet, already at His first appearance in Nazareth, evil pas- 
sions begin to rage against Him. What the wrong was that He had done no one could tell; 
but they could not bear Him; He annoyed them; He was to them an eyesore; He must go. 
So long as He remains in the land of the living, there can be no rest in Palestine, so they 
thought. 

This accounts for the frequent efforts of the mob to stone and kill Him; for the foul 
epithets they applied to Him, saying “that He was beside Himself,” “that He had a devil and 
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was mad,” “that He stirred up the people,” that He was a “glutton” and “wine-bibber." And 
when all this was of no avail, and Jesus continued to inspire the few with still greater love, 
and the number of the Johns and Marys increased, then they judged that severer measures 
should be taken; then the hatred became persecution; then the honest women of Jerusalem 
cried, “His blood be upon us and upon our children” (Matt. xxvii. 25); and, thirsting after 
His blood, the mob cried, “Crucify Him!” and the tempest of unholy passion abated not 
until they saw Him dying upon the cross. Hence by the cross stood John and Mary, whose 
love for Jesus was never surpassed, side by side with the leaders of Jerusalem, who dare mock 
and defy Him even in His dying moments, while they almost suffocate with their own rage. 
If Jesus had not come and openly testified of the Father, Jerusalem’s grave gentlemen 
would never have been guilty of such base and dishonorable passions. In fact, His public 
appearance in Jerusalem and in Judea was the spark which ignited these passions. Without 
Him the rabbis would never have committed such heinous sin; if Jesus had not come from 
heaven, the earth would never have looked upon a hatred so base, bitter, and violent. 
Why, then, did He not rather stay away? Why did He come on the earth? For He knew 
what hatred His coming would arouse. He knew that -indirectly- He would cause Iscariot 
to become a Judas, a child of the devil. He knew that He would become a fall and a rising 
again of many; a stone of stumbling; a sign that should be spoken against. He knew that by 
contact with Him thousands would become transgressors, and some even would commit 
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the sin against the Holy Ghost. He knew all this, for He suffered all by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God. And yet He came. He spoke. He executed His awful 
task upon the earth, to be a Savior to thousands of souls, but also a rock of offense to thou- 
sands of others. 

And why was He not prevented from coming, that all this terrible evil might be avoided? 
For the sake of Love, O children of the Kingdom! 

For Love is greatest; Love is the highest right; and Love, full, rich, and divine, could not 
be shed abroad in the hearts of men but at this price. Love less great would have stirred up 
hatred less violent. If this Love had not come at all, hatred would have been wholly quenched. 
This Love alone aroused that hatred. Inflamed by the perfection of this Love, it broke forth 
into such demoniac maliciousness. No sooner does Love show its shining countenance 
than hatred belches forth its lurid flames. Without this fearful outbreak of unholiness, 
holiness can not exist in this sinful world. 


This brings us back to the Holy Spirit. The character and power of any form of love are 
determined by the holy or unholy nature of the spirit which dwells in it. Of course, earthly 
love can not realize its highest power unless the Holy Spirit dwell in it and kindle its holy 
spark in the human heart. And since He animates all created life, He animates also the life 
of love; and then it begins to live, receives a soul, is truly animated, and the promise of the 
Father is fulfilled in the Church and in our hearts, and love is shed abroad by the Holy Ghost. 

So the full and penetrating operation of love came only on Pentecost. Then the walls 
that separated Israel were broken down, and the river of its life disclosed its bed broad and 
deep for every people and nation. There were tongues as of fire, and there was a speaking 
with the tongues of all nations. They had all things in common. They were embraced in the 
union of one purpose. The melody of the psalm of praise pervaded every circle which called 
upon the name of the Lord. 

But, alas! with the light of love came also the fearful shadow of hatred, which works 
obstinacy, ends in hardening, and adds unto itself the death by the sin against the Holy 
Ghost. 

And this is a fearful thing. Yet if you could prevail upon the Father of Lights to quench 
the pure light of love, would you say: “Lord, quench it”? Would you dare pray that the 
shedding abroad of that love should cease from the earth? 


And thus, amid the differences, wranglings, and discords, amid the tumult of hatred 
and the din of profanity and blasphemy, the work of redemption goes on, and the operation 
of the Holy Spirit continues to fulfil the counsel of God. Thus the King reigns royally; souls 
are converted; the rebellious are comforted; acts of self-denial and noble consecration are 
multiplied; pity shines and mercy scintillates; and, hid from the eyes of men, perfect love 
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cherishes the soul that was chilled by its own guilt, and imparts to the earth something of 
the sweetness and blessedness of its owm holy being. 

And all this will continue until the Church militant has finished its last fight. Then shall 
the end come, the token of the Son of Man shall be seen in the clouds, and then only the 
consummation of glory shall appear, wherein every work of the profane spirit shall be des- 
troyed and the work of the Holy Spirit shall be completed—completed in the manifestation 
of glory, in the wiping away of many tears, in the removing of every hindrance, in the be- 
holding of what eyes have never seen and the hearing of what ears have never heard, in the 
ecstasy of what never has entered the human heart; but, more than all this, in the perfect 
revelation of love in its holiest and purest manifestation, in the undisturbed communion 
with the Lord our God. 
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The Essence of Prayer. 
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” —Ephes. vi. 18. 


In the last place we consider the work of the Holy Spirit in prayer. 

It appears from Scripture, more than has been emphasized, that in the holy act of 
prayer there is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit working both in us and with us. And yet 
this appears clearly from the apostolic word: “Likewise the Spirit helpeth also our infirmities: 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit Himself maketh inter- 
cession for us with groanings which can not be uttered. And He that knoweth the heart, 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints accord- 
ing to the will of God” (Rom. viii. 26, 27). Christ expresses this with equal clearness when 
He teaches the woman of Samaria that “God is a Spirit, and the true worshipers worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth” (John iv. 24); for, so He adds, “the Father seeketh such to 
worship Him.” In almost similar sense St. Paul writes to the Ephesians: “Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints.” (Ephes. vi. 18) 

They already possessed the ancient promise to Zacharias: “And I will pour upon the 
house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tion” (Zach. xii. 10). And this promise was fulfilled when the apostle could testify concerning 
Christ: “For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father” (Ephes. ii. 18). 
In the “Abba, Father” of our prayers the Holy Spirit beareth witness with our spirits that we 
are the children of God (Rom. viii. 15). And in her longing for the coming of the Bridegroom, 
not only the Bride, but the Spirit and the Bride pray: “Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” 
Upon closer examination, it appears that prayer can not be separated from the spiritual rule 
that we must pray: “Not as tho we had received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit of God, 
that we might know the things that are freely given us of God”; a prayer which we then offer, 
“Not with the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual” (1 Cor. ii. 12, 13). 

Hence there can be no doubt that even in our prayers we must acknowledge and honor 
a work of the Holy Spirit; and the special treatment of this tender subject may bear fruit in 
the exercise of our own prayers. We do not propose, however, to treat here the entire subject 
of prayer, which belongs to the explanation of the Heidelberg Catechism on this point; but 
we wish simply to emphasize the significance of the Holy Spirit’s work for the prayers of 
the saint. 
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In the first place, we must discover the silver thread that, in the nature of the case, con- 
nects the essence of our prayer with the work of the Holy Spirit. 

For all prayer is not equal. There is a great difference between the high-priestly prayer 
of the Lord Jesus and the prayer of the Holy Spirit with groans that can not be uttered. The 
supplications of the saints on earth differ from those of the saints in heaven, those who rejoice 
before the throne and those who cry from under the altar. Even the prayers of the saints of 
earth are not the same in the various spiritual conditions from which they pray. There are 
prayers of the Bride, that is, from all the saints on earth as a whole; and prayers of the local 
assemblies of believers, supplications from the circles of brethren when two or three are 
gathered in the name of Jesus; and supplications of individual believers poured out in the 
solitude of the closet. And distinguished in the root from these prayers of the saints are the 
prayers of the still unconverted, whether regenerate or not, who cry unto God whom they 
do not know and whom they oppose. 

The question is whether the Holy Spirit is active, either in one or in all these prayers. 
Does He affect our prayers only when, in the rare moments of exalted spiritual life, we have 
intimate communion with God? Or does He affect only the prayers of the saint, excluding 
those of the unconverted? Or does He affect all prayer and supplication, whether from saint 
or sinner? 


Before we answer this question, it is necessary accurately to define prayer. For prayer 
may be taken in a limited sense, as a religious act requesting something of God, in which 
case it is merely the expression of a desire springing from a conscious want, void, or need 
which we ask God to supply; an application to the divine power and providence, in poverty 
to be enriched, in danger to be protected, in temptation to be kept standing. Or it may be 
taken in a wider sense and include thanksgiving. In the Reformed Church the Service of 
Prayer always includes the Service of Thanksgiving. In this sense the Heidelberg Catechism 
treats it, calling prayer the chief part of thankfulness (q. 116). In fact, we can scarcely conceive 
of prayer, in the higher sense, ascending to the Throne of Grace without thanksgiving. 

Moreover, prayer also includes praise and every outpouring of the soul. Prayer without 
praise and thanksgiving is no prayer. In the supplication of saints, prayer and adoration go 
together. Oppressed with the multitude of thoughts, the soul may have no definite supplic- 
ation, or thanksgiving, or hymn of praise, yet frequently feels constrained to pour out those 
thoughts before the Lord. When, in Psalm xc., Moses pours out his prayer, there is: (1) a 
supplication, “Lord how long! and let it repent Thee concerning Thy servants”; (2) thanks- 
giving, “Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”; (3) praise, “Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God.” And besides these there is (4) an outpouring 
of the thoughts that fill his soul, "We are consumed by Thine anger, and by Thy wrath are 
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we troubled”; and stronger still, “The days of our years are threescore years and ten, and, if 
by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow, for it 
is soon cut off and we fly away.” 

And so we find in the high-priestly prayer of Christ (John xvii): (1) a supplication, “And 
now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, with the glory which I had with Thee 
before the world was”; or, “Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou 
hast given Me, that they may be one as We are”; (2) thanksgiving, “Thou hast given Me 
power over all flesh, that I should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Me”; (3) 
praise, “O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee, but I have known Thee, and 
these have known that Thou hast sent Me”; (4) and besides these a manifold outpouring of 
the soul, which is neither prayer, praise, nor thanksgiving, “All Mine are Thine, and Thine 
are Mine”; “I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have finished the work which Thou gavest 
Me to do”; “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the 
truth.” 

We did not assign a special place to the confession of guilt and sin, because this is in- 
cluded in supplication, to which it leads and of which it is the moving cause; while the 
confession of the soul’s lost condition and natural liability to condemnation necessarily 
must lead to the pouring out of the soul. 

Therefore, speaking comprehensively, we understand by prayer: every religious act by 
which we take upon ourselves directly to speak to the Eternal Being. 


The only difficulty is in the Hymn of Praise. For it can not be denied that in a number 
of psalms there is a direct speaking to God in hymns of praise; and thus the distinction 
between the Prayer and the Hymn of Praise might be lost sight of. 

There are four steps in the Hymn of Praise: it may be a singing of the praise of God before 
one’s own soul; or before the ear of the brethren; or before the world and the demons; or 
lastly, before the Lord God Himself. 

When the flame of holy joy burns freely in the heart of the saint, altho he be alone or 
in chains in the dungeon, he feels constrained, for his own satisfaction as it were, with a 
loud voice to sing a psalm to the praise of God. Thus it was that David sang: “I love the Lord 
because He hath heard my voice and my supplication.” Different is the Hymn of Praise 
when, with and for the brethren, the saint sings in their company; for then they sing, “Blessed 
is the people that know the joyful sound; they, shall walk in the light of Thy countenance”; 
or directly addressing the people of God: “O ye seed of Abraham, His servant, ye children 
of Jacob His chosen, He is the Lord our God, His judgments are in all the earth.” And an- 
other is the Hymn of Triumph, which the Church sings as it were before the world and the 
demons; then the saints sing: “Thou art the glory of our strength; and in Thy favor our horn 
shall be exalted; for the Lord is our defense; the Holy One of Israel is our King.” 
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But the Hymn of Praise rises highest when it addresses the Eternal One directly; when 
the saint thinks not of himself, nor of his brethren, nor of the demons, but of the Lord God 
alone. This is praise in its most solemn aspect. In the singing of the opening sentences of 
Psalm li. or Psalm cxxx. the difference is immediately felt: 


“After Thy loving-kindness, Lord, have mercy upon me, 
For Thy compassion great blot out all my iniquity”; 
or: 


“Lord, from the depths to Thee I cried, 
My voice, Lord, do Thou hear; 
Unto my supplication’s voice 
Give an attentive ear.” 


Then praying and singing are actually become one. In order to pray aloud, the Church must 
sing, altho more for the sake of the supplication than of the singing. 
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Prayer and the Consciousness. 
“Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
Me.”—Psalm 1. 15. 


The form of prayer does not affect its character. It may be a mere groaning in thought, 
or a sigh in which the oppressed soul finds relief; it may consist of a single cry, a flow of 
words, or an elaborate invocation of the Eternal. It may even turn into speaking or singing. 
But so long as the soul, in the consciousness that God lives and hears its cry, addresses itself 
directly to Him as tho it stood in His immediate presence, the character of prayer remains 
intact. However, discrimination between these various forms of prayer is necessary in order 
to discover, in the root of prayer itself, the work of the Holy Spirit. 

The suppliant is you; your ego; neither your body nor your soul, but your person. It is 
true, both body and soul are engaged in prayer, but yet in such a way that your person, your 
ego, your self, pours out the soul; in the soul becomes conscious of your prayer, and through 
the body gives it utterance. 

This will become clear when we consider the part which the body takes in prayer; for 
no one will deny that the body has something to do with prayer. Mutual prayer is simply 
impossible without the aid of the body, for that requires a voice to utter prayer in one, and 
hearing ears in the others. Moreover, prayer without words rarely satisfies the soul. Mere 
mental prayer is necessarily imperfect; earnest, fervent prayer constrains us to express it in 
words. There maybe a depth of prayer that can not be expressed, but then we are conscious 
of the lack; and the fact that the Holy Spirit prays for us with groans that can not be uttered 
is to us source of very great comfort. 

When the soul is perfectly composed, mere mental meditation may be very sweet and 
blessed; but no sooner do the waters of the soul heave with broader swell than we feel irres- 
istibly constrained to utter prayer in words; and altho in the solitude of the closet yet the 
silent prayer becomes an audible and sometimes a loud invocation of the mercies of our 
God. Even Christ in Gethsemane prayed, not in silent meditation nor in unuttered groans, 
but with strong words which still seem to sound in our ears. 

And not only in this, but in other ways, the body largely affects our prayer. 

There is, in the first place, a natural desire to make the whole body partake of it. For 
this reason we kneel when we humble ourselves before the majesty of God. We close the 
eyes not to be distracted by the world. We lift up the hands as invoking His grace. The ag- 
onized wrestler in prayer prostrates himself on the ground. We uncover the head in token 
of reverence. In the assembly of the saints the men stand on their feet, as they would if the 
King of Glory should come in. 
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In the second place, the effect of the body upon prayer is evident from the influence 
which bodily conditions frequently exert upon it. Depressing headache, muscular or nervous 
pains, congestive disorders causing undue excitement, often prevent not the sigh, but the 
full outpouring of: prayer. Every one knows what effect drowsiness has upon the exercise 
of warm and earnest prayer. While, on the other hand, a vigorous constitution, clear head, 
and tranquil mind are peculiarly conducive to prayer. For this reason the Scripture and the 
example of the fathers speak of fasting as means to assist the saints in this exercise. 

Lastly, bodily distress prior to distress of the soul has often opened mute lips in prayer 
before God. Families that were strangers to prayer have learned to pray in times of serious 
illness. In threatening dangers of fire or ‘water, lips that were used to cursing have frequently 
cried aloud in supplication. Compelled by war, famine, and pestilence, godless cities have 
frequently appointed days of prayer with the same zeal wherewith formerly they appointed 
days of rejoicing. 

Hence the significance of the body in this respect is very great - in fact, so great that 
when abnormal conditions cause the bond between body and soul to become inactive, 
prayer ceases at the same time. However, mere bodily exercise is not prayer, but lip-service. 
Mere imitation of the form, mere sounds of prayer tolling from the lips, mere words ad- 
dressed to the Eternal One without conscious purpose in the soul, are the form of prayer, 
but not the power thereof. 


And this is not all. To trace the work of the Holy Spirit in prayer we must enter more 
deeply into this matter. According to the ordinary representation, which is partly correct, 
prayer is impossible without an act of the memory, by which we recall our sins and the 
mercies of God; without an act of the mind, choosing the words to express our adoration 
of the divine virtues; without an act of the consciousness, to represent our needs in prayer; 
without an act of Jove, enabling us to enter into the needs of our country, church, and place 
of habitation, of our relatives, children, and friends; and lastly, without meditating upon 
the fundamentals of prayer, recalling the promises of God, the experiences of the fathers, 
and the conditions of the Kingdom. 

All these are activities of the brain, which is the seat of the thinking mind; as soon as 
this is disturbed by abnormal conditions, the consciousness is obscured and the thinking 
ceases or becomes confused. Without the brain, therefore, there can be no thinking; without 
thinking there can be no thoughts; without thoughts there can be no accumulation of 
thoughts in the memory; and without meditation, which is the result of the former two, 
there can be no prayer in the proper sense of the word. From which it is evident that prayer 
depends upon the exercise of bodily functions much more largely than is generally supposed. 

And yet, let us be on our guard not to push this too far; and imagine that the root of 
prayer is in the brain, i.e., in a member of the body; for it is not. Our own experience in 
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prayer teaches us, agreeably to the Scripture, that it is in the heart. As from the heart are the 
issues of life, so are also the issues of prayer. Unless the heart compels us to pray, all our 
cries are in vain. Men with magnificent brains but cold hearts have never been men of 
prayer; and, on the contrary, among the men of poor mental development, but with large, 
warm hearts, are found a number of souls mighty in prayer. 

And even this is not all; for the heart itself is a bodily organ. In proportion as the blood 
circulates through the heart with strong or feeble pulsation, in that proportion is the soul’s 
vital expression strong and overwhelming, or weak and weary; and, dependent upon this, 
prayer is warm and animated, or cold and formal. When the heart is weak and suffering, 
the life of prayer generally loses something of its freshness and power. 

Weare men, and not spirits; and, unlike angels, we can not exist without the body. God 
created us body and soul. The former belongs to our being essentially and forever. Hence 
an utterance of our life like prayer must necessarily be dependent upon soul and body, and 
that in much stronger sense than we usually suppose. 


However, the fact must be emphasized that prayer’s dependence upon the body is not 
absolute. Otherwise there could be no prayer among the angels, nor in the Holy Spirit. Our 
prayer depends upon the consciousness; when that is lost, prayer ceases. And, since we are 
men, consisting of body and soul, the human consciousness is, in the ordinary sense, related 
also to the body. But that this dependence is not absolute is evident from the fact that the 
Eternal Being, whose divine consciousness is but dimly reflected in that of man, has no 
body. “God is Spirit.” And the same is true of the world of spirits, who, altho incorporeal, 
yet possess a consciousness; and of the three Persons of the Trinity, especially of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Hence the question arises whether man separated by death from the body loses con- 
sciousness. To this we reply in the affirmative. Our human consciousness, as we possess it 
in our present earthly existence, is lost in death, to be restored to us in the resurrection, in 
a form stronger, purer, and holier. St. Paul says: “We,” —that is, our human consciousness,—“ 
now know in part, but then we," —the same human consciousness,— "shall know face to 
face, even as we are known.” 

But from this it does not follow that in the intermediate state the soul must be denied 
all self-consciousness. The Scripture teaches the very contrary. Of course, for this knowledge 
we depend upon the Scripture alone. The dead can not tell us anything of their state after 
death. No one but God, who ordained the conditions of life in the intermediate state, can 
reveal to us what those conditions are. And He has revealed to us that immediately after 
death the redeemed are with Jesus. St. Paul says: “I have a desire to depart and to be with 
Christ.” And, since a friend’s presence does not afford us pleasure except we are conscious 
of it, it follows that the souls of the saints, in the intermediate state, must possess some sort 
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of consciousness different from that which we now possess, but sufficient to realize and 
enjoy the presence of Christ. For which reasons the fathers rejected every representation 
of death as a sleep; as tho our persons from the moment of death to that of the resurrection 
should sleep in perfect forgetfulness of the glorious things of God; altho they denied not the 
intermediate state in which the soul is separated from the body. 

Wherefore it seems possible for the soul to be conscious in a higher sense, without the 
aid of the body, independently of the heart and the brains—a consciousness which enables 
us to realize the glorious things of God and the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

How this higher consciousness operates is a deep mystery; nor is the nature of its oper- 
ation revealed. And since we can have no other representations than those formed by means 
of the brain, it is impossible for us to have the slightest idea of this higher consciousness. 
Its existence is revealed, but no more. 

The following may be considered as settled, and this is the principal thing in our present 
inquiry: In that temporary consciousness in which we will work in the intermediate state, 
the same person will become self-conscious who now is conscious by means of heart and 
brain. Even after death it shall be our own person that shall be bearer of that consciousness, 
and by it I shall be conscious of myself. It can not be otherwise; or else consciousness after 
death is impossible, for the simple reason that consciousness alone can not exist without a 
person. And another person it can not be. Hence my own person shall be bearer of that 
consciousness; and thus shall I be enabled to enjoy the presence of Jesus. 

From this we draw the following important conclusion: that so far as the form of the 
ordinary consciousness is concerned, it is dependent upon the body; while essentially it is 
not so dependent. Essentially it continues to exist, even when sleep obscures the thought, 
or insanity estranges me from myself, or a swoon makes me lose consciousness; essentially 
it continues to exist even when death temporarily separates me from the body. From which 
it follows that the root and seat of the consciousness must be looked for in the soul, and that 
heart and brain are but the vehicles, conductors, which our person uses to manifest that 
consciousness in ideas and representations. 

And since prayer is a speaking to the Eternal, i.e., a conscious standing before Him, it 
follows that the root of prayer has its seat in our person and in our spiritual being; and, altho 
bound also to the body, so far as the germ is concerned rests in our personal ego, in so far 
as the ego, conscious of the existence of the divine Persons and of the bond that unites it to 
them, allows that bond to operate. 

And thus we come to this final conclusion: that the possibility of prayer finds its deepest 
ground in the fact of our being created after the image of God. Not only is our self-conscious- 
ness a result of that fact, for God is eternally self-conscious, but from it also springs that 
other mighty fact that I, as a man, can be conscious of the existence of the Eternal, and of 
the intimate bond which unites me to Him. The consciousness of this bond and relation 
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manifests itself in prayer as soon as we address ourselves to God. Hence the work of the 
Holy Spirit in prayer must be looked for in His work of the creation of man. And since, in 
our former study on this point, we discovered that it is God the Holy Spirit who in man’s 
creation caused this consciousness to awake, carrying into it and maintaining by it the 
consciousness of the existence of God and of the bond which unites man to Him, it is evident 
that prayer, as a phenomenon in man’s spiritual life, finds its basis directly in the work of 
the Holy Spirit in man’s creation. 
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XLI. 


Prayer in the Unconverted. 
“When Thou saidst, Seek ye My face, my heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I 
seek.” —Psalm xxvii. 8. 


The faculty of prayer is not an acquisition of later years, but is created in us, inherent 
in the root of our being, inseparable from our nature. 

And yet consistent with this fact is the fact that the great majority of men do not pray. 
It is possible to possess a faculty dormant in us for a whole lifetime. The Malay possesses 
the faculty for studying modern languages as well as we, but he never uses it. In sleep we 
retain our faculties of seeing and hearing, but then they are inactive. Altho possessed of 
great power, the big fellow did not lift a finger against the little scamp who tormented him. 
Hence a faculty may remain in us wholly undeveloped and dormant for a lifetime, or partly 
developed but suppressed. And the same is true of the faculty of prayer. Among the fourteen 
hundred millions of the earth’s population, there are scarcely two hundred million who do 
not appear to be acquainted with prayer, altho their form of prayer is very defective. Of the 
non-praying masses, who almost exclusively occupy Europe, one half remember the time 
when, in some way or other, they used to pray. Many of those who have lost even that, still 
breathe an occasional prayer. And the number of them who wish that they could pray is 
very large; and among the non-praying people they represent undoubtedly the noblest. 

Hence we maintain our starting-point, that we owe the faculty of prayer to our creation. 
God created man as a being disposed to prayer. If this were not so, the faculty of prayer 
could not be among his endowments. We are created for prayer, otherwise we could never 
have tasted of its sweetness. 

To the question, Why in our creation is this a peculiar work of the Holy Spirit? we an- 
swer: Prayer is the drawing and pressing of the impressed image toward its Original, which 
is the Triune God. To be the bearers of that impressed image is the marvelous honor bestowed 
upon men. Altho marred by sin—God grant by regeneration restored in you—yet the ori- 
ginal features of that image are still the original features of our human being. Without that 
image we would cease to be men. 

And, owing its origin to the impress of that original Image, our inward being draws 
toward It, naturally, urgently, and persistently. It can not live without it, and the fact that, 
on the other hand, the original Image of the Eternal One draws the impressed image in man 
to Himself, is the ultimate and constraining power of all prayer. However, to be exalted to 
the dignity of prayer, this drawing to God must not be like the involuntary suction of water 
to the deep, or the turning of the opening rose-bud toward the light. For the water knows 
not whither it is going, and the rosebud is unconscious of the sunshine which governs it. 
That almost irresistible drawing can be called prayer only when we know that it is prayer, 
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when we perceive it, and, knowing to whom it draws us, make it our own conscious, cooper- 
ating act. 

Hence prayer does not spring from the will. The Triune God is He who rouses the soul 
to prayer, who draws us, and not we ourselves. Wherefore the Psalmist says: “When Thou 
saidst, Seek ye My face, my heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” (Psalm xxvii. 
8) And how does this first impulse from God reach us? Not externally as the wind, but in- 
ternally in the heart. And knowing that it does not proceed from me, but comes to me, it 
must be from the Holy Spirit who works in me. Are not all the internal impulses that proceed 
from the Eternal One the proper work of the Holy Spirit? We can have no fellowship with 
the Son but through the Holy Spirit; none with the Father but through the Son to whom 
the Holy Spirit has introduced us. 

However, we do not speak now of the state of regeneration. In our treatment of prayer 
thus far, we have reference to man in his original state, and independent of the restoration; 
and in that state we say, prayer is not the cry of an independent being for a God to him un- 
known, with whom he hopes thus to become acquainted; but, on the contrary, that all 
prayer presupposes, on man’s part, an inward sense of the Eternal Being of God, and of the 
fact that, being created after His image, he belongs to Him and consciously draws to his 
original Image. Wherefore we may call it a spiritual magnetism, which operates unceasingly 
upon him, and originated in his creation. However, it is different from magnetism in a 
twofold aspect: (1) in that man is conscious of it; (2) in that it is a mutual attraction. 


The second point needs special emphasis. In magnetic attraction the magnet is active 
and the iron passive; but in prayer it is not so. Prayer rests upon the foundation of mutual 
attraction. So long as it proceeds from God’s side alone, there is no prayer; but there is, when 
our being begins to draw to God, when we feel the impulse if possible to draw God to us: 
“Come, Lord, how long! Lord, delay not! come quickly!” 

This is the power of love which finds in prayer its most glorious manifestation. Prayer 
is the fairest flower that grows upon the stem of holy love. Then love works in God for man, 
on account of the image in which He created him. And in man love works for God, because 
of the Image after which he was created. In fact, every distress from which we cry to be de- 
livered is to the soul but the conscious need of the power and faithfulness of God. So love 
labors to meet love, that in tranquil whisperings it may pray not for deliverance from trouble, 
but to possess Him for whose love alone the heart is yearning. 

Upon a lower level prayer certainly assumes a lower form, which by sin has become so 
low and selfish that prayer, which should be love’s breath, has become an egoistic cry. But 
we discuss prayer as it was originally, before sin had affected it. And as the true heir of 
heaven yearns for his heavenly home not for the sake of crown and palm and golden harp, 
but for his God alone; so is prayer, pure and undefiled, a longing, not for God’s gifts, but 
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for God Himself. As the Shulamite calls for her bridegroom, so does the praying soul, from 
the consuming desire of love, pray and thirst for the possession of its Maker and to be pos- 
sessed of Him. 

Since it is the Third Person in the Godhead who makes this communion between God 
and the soul possible, working and maintaining it in the soul, it is evident that prayer belongs 
to the proper domain of the Holy Spirit; only when thus considered can prayer be understood 
in its deepest significance. 


The other question now arises, regarding the work of the Holy Spirit in our prayer, after 
that we became sinners. 


For even sinners pray. This is evident from the heathen world, which, however low its 
forms of prayer, yet offers up supplications and petitions. It is evident from the ease with 
which a little child, taught by its mother, learns to pray; and from the many who, estranged 
from prayer, in sudden calamities bend the knees, and, altho they can not pray, still assume 
the attitude of prayer, willing to give half their kingdom if they only could pray. And lastly, 
it is evident from the thousands and tens of thousands who, convinced of the impossibility 
of praying for themselves, cry to others: “Pray for us!” 

Prayer in higher, holier sense the sinner can not offer. Everything in him is sinful, even 
his prayer. In his sin he has reversed the established order of things: not he existing for God, 
but God existing for him. Confirmed in his selfishness, the God of heaven and earth is to 
him little more than a Physician in every sickness and a Provider in every need; a wonderful 
Being, ever ready at his first cry to supply out of His fulness his every necessity. 

This is the egoism that inseparably belongs to every sinner’s prayer. The prayer of the 
redeemed saint is: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory forever. Amen.” The converted sinner offers first the petitions for His name, 
His Kingdom, and His will; then he adds the petitions for bread, for forgiveness, for protection 
from sin. But the unconverted sinner has no conception of a prayer for God’s name, Kingdom, 
and will. He prays for bread only; for forgiveness also, but only from the motive that bread 
and luxury and deliverance from trouble may not be denied him. 

Wherefore it is impossible to have too low an estimate of the sinner’s prayer. The depth 
of our fall is in nothing so apparent as in the sin of this degenerate, bastardized prayer. All 
such prayer may be designated as a defying and vexing of God and His eternal love. In this 
sense the prayer of the sinner contains nothing of the work of the Holy Spirit. All this 
prayer springs from the egoism of the sinful heart, and has not the least value, rather the 
opposite. 

But—and this is the principal thing—altho our hands have unstrung the harp so that it 
produces nothing but discord, yet the artist is just as great, for he had so planned and con- 
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structed and tuned the instrument that it could produce the purest tones and fairest music. 
And such is man’s heart. Sin did not remove the strings, for then it could not produce even 
discord; but sin has put it out of tune, and now its tones are harsh and grating upon the ear. 
And yet these very strings testify of the work of the original Master, for by His original work 
they are still sound-producing. So long as the strings are only loose upon the harp, it may 
be repaired; but when they are altogether broken and gone, it is no longer a harp, but a 
useless piece of wood. Every prayer of the sinner is a discord which jars against the beautiful 
harmony of the eternal love of God; nevertheless the very discords of that prayer are the 
evidences that the Holy Spirit had originally placed the strings upon the heart. 

If the Holy Spirit had never performed such a work upon the heart, there would be no 
harp at all; the heart could not produce even the discord. The fact that it does, shows that 
there are strings which originally were perfectly attuned. Hence prayer in the sinner is un- 
thinkable without the work of the Holy Spirit. 

But this is not all. Not only the possibility of such discordant prayer, but the discord itself 
is but the reversed working of a power created, supported, and actuated by the Holy Spirit’s 
work. To put this in the strongest light, we add: that all cursing and blasphemy is the reversed 
action of a power of the Holy Spirit. Blasphemers and men given to profanity indulge in 
their terrible sin, because they realize that the Almighty God lives, and that His power is 
something terrible. Cursing and blasphemy are hellish tones and vibrations from the same 
harp of prayer, which the Holy Spirit created in the soul. An animal can not curse; and if 
the Holy Spirit had not strung the soul with these strings of prayer, no curse could ever have 
passed the lips of man. Cursing is a malignant boil, but it springs directly from the artery 
of prayer. Consider it well, even Satan has not a single power directly from himself; and all 
the power with which, in his blasphemous and insane rage, he wars against God is a power 
from God reversed by Satan. 

Even the sinner’s prayer is a manifestation of power. There must be an impulse and in- 
citement, however weak, which causes him to pray. And this requires strength of conscious- 
ness and an expression of the will. And these powers he does not create himself, but the 
Holy Ghost; he only abuses or corrupts them. 

When an unpractised hand touches the harp-strings and produces discords, it does not 
create those discords; but they are formed from the sounds and tones which are in the vi- 
brating strings of the harp. The same is true of the sinner’s prayer. He could not offer his 
sinful prayer if there were no tone of prayer in the strings of his heart. That he can pray at 
all, he owes to the fact that the Holy Spirit created the tones of payer in his heart; which he 
brings forth, alas! only to make them discords. 


However, in this respect, ordinary grace in its sometimes preparatory character ought 
not to be overlooked. The sinner is on earth, and not yet in hell. Between the two is, first, 
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this difference, that on the former there is preventive grace, which bridles the power of sin 
and prevents it from breaking out in all its violence. Sin on earth is like a chained bulldog 
or a muzzled hyena. Secondly, God loves this world. He has thoughts of peace concerning 
it. He does not forsake the work of His creation, and by His sovereign grace He provides a 
redemption which saves the organism of the world and of the race; so that the tree is saved, 
while the useless shoots and dry leaves are gathered to be cast into hell. Having this is in 
view, ordinary or general grace aims at the preservation of the powers of the original creation, 
to develop them to some extent, and thus to prepare the field in which by and by the seed 
of eternal life will be planted., And, altho this ordinary grace is not effectual to salvation, 
any more than the mere plowing of the field can ever germinate the wheat which is not sown 
in the furrows, yet this plowing of ordinary grace has real significance for the future growth 
of the seed of eternal life. 

And in this general grace, the grace of prayer occupies an important place. If there were 
no general grace, muzzling sin and plowing the field, the sinner could no more pray than 
Satan, but like him would curse God without ceasing. But now he still prays, he has prayed 
for ages, and by his prayer, even tho it is the fruit of tradition, he has sometimes risen above 
the sinful egoism of his heart. But this prayer never sprang from the root of sin, nor from 
something good which he had kept along with sin in the holy closet of his heart; it was but 
the gracious work of the Holy Spirit. 

Evidence of the deep inworking of this grace is found in the exalted devotions that still 
sound in our ears from the most ancient traditional prayers of Indian, Egyptian, and Greek 
antiquity; and in the ministry of prayer from the pulpit by unconverted ministers whose 
supplications often move and touch the soul. 

However, the glory of this does not belong to the sinner; nor does it in the least affect 
the absolute character of man’s depravity by sin. But it shows that the Lord God did not 
leave the sinner to his sin; but even in the absence of regeneration, and to the glory of His 
name, caused general grace to intervene, which frequently illuminated the life of prayer. 

And when such a people, still acquainted with these holy traditions and gracious oper- 
ations, received the knowledge of Christ crucified and of His power to save, it became 
evident afterward that the prayers which, independently of himself, were laid upon the sin- 
ner’s lips had prepared a way and opened a gate through which the King of Glory could 
come into such a people. And taking it in individual cases, it appears from the experience 
of many that, long before the soul became conscious of saving grace, the grace of God not 
only kept him from violent outbreaks of sin, but, through the tradition of prayer, wrought 
a work in him the blessed effects of which were understood only long afterward. 

And all these operations of general grace are, as soon as they touch the life of prayer, 
the work of the Holy Spirit. He who in creation strung the harp of prayer in the soul is the 
same who causes not only the tone of prayer to vibrate even in our egoistic petitions, but 
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who, in a more glorious way, sometimes even as tho the soul were an Æolian harp, touches 
the strings with the breath of His mouth, and draws from it the beautiful and entrancing 
tones of prayers and supplications. 
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XLII. 


The Prayer of the Regenerated. 
"Likewise the Spirit helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which can not 
be uttered.” —Rom. viii. 26. 


Next in order comes the question: What is the work of the Holy Spirit in the prayer of 
the regenerated? 

Here we distinguish (1) the prayer of the saint, and (2) that of the Holy Spirit for him. 

The last we consider first, because, through the Apostle Paul, we receive clearest revela- 
tion concerning it: “Likewise the Spirit helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
that can not be uttered” (Rom. viii. 26). For the better understanding of this passage, observe: 

In the first place, that the apostle refers to the prayer or groan arising not from the re- 
generated person himself, but from another in his behalf. It is not a prayer, but an intercession 
from the Holy Spirit for him."!’ 

In the second place, it is necessary to distinguish between the intercession of the Holy 
Spirit and of Jesus Christ the Righteous. 

Christ intercedes for us in heaven, and the Holy Spirit on earth. Christ our Holy Head, 
being absent from us, intercedes outside of us; the Holy Spirit our Comforter intercedes in 
our own heart which He has chosen as His temple. 

There is a difference, not only of place, but also in the nature of this twofold intercession. 
The glorified Christ intercedes in heaven for His elect and redeemed, to obtain for them the 
fruit of His sacrifice: “If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 


13 Expositors of an earlier period judged with Calvin that the intercession of the Holy Spirit signified a 
working upon us, by virtue of which we ourselves groaned in ourselves. But this view is incorrect; for verse 23 
states what Calvin supposed to be stated in verse 26. In the former, the apostle speaks of groanings that proceed 
from us, wrought in us by the Holy Spirit. Verse 26 can not be a mere repetition; for the word “likewise* introduces 
a new thing, altho it is similar to the preceding. Moreover, the word here applied to the Holy Spirit is the same 
as the one used in verse 34, “entunchdnein,” which signifies the intercession of the Holy Spirit. And again, the 
word “sunantilambanesthai,” which is translated “to help,” requires that the person rendering assistance be not 
only in us, but also works with us and for us. Verse 27 leads to the same conclusion, first, because it speaks of 
the mind of the Spirit, and not of man’s mind; secondly, because the intercession is said to be according to God, 
“kata Then,” not “eis Thedn,” i.e., according to the will of God, and this can be said of the Holy Spirit alone. 
We do not, however, deny that, in one respect, this groaning makes instrumental use of the vocal organs, as in 
the matter of the “gldssais lalein,” the speaking with tongues. We maintain only that the unutterable groaning 


does not imply the use of those organs; rather the opposite. 
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Righteous” (1 John ii. i). But the object of the Holy Spirit’s petitions is the laying bare of all 
the deep and hidden needs of the saints before the eye of the Triune God. 

In Christ there is a union of God and man, since, being in the form of God, He took 
upon Himself the human nature. Hence His prayer is that of the Son of God, but in union 
with the nature of man. He prays as the Head of the new race, as King of His people, as the 
one that seals the covenant of the New Testament in His blood. In like manner, there is to 
some extent a union between God and man, when the Holy Spirit prays for the saints. For, 
by His indwelling in the hearts of the saints, He has established a lasting and most intimate 
union, and by virtue of that union putting Himself in their place, He prays for them and in 
their stead. 

In each instance there is intercession, but in each in a different manner. In his priestly 
capacity, as head of the family, the father prays for his family not because the members could 
not offer similar prayer, but on account of his calling as their head to represent them before 
God. All pray, but he as their head prays for them all. And thus, as the Head of the Body, 
it is the calling of Christ to pray for the Body. Tho their prayer were perfect, His prayer 
would still be needed. All the members must pray, but He must pray for them all. Entirely 
different, however, is the prayer of the mother for her dying child. Being only five or six 
years old, the little one can scarcely pray for himself. He has not the slightest conception of 
what is happening to him, nor of his own needs. Then his mother kneels by his side and 
prays for him, “helping his infirmities, for he knoweth not what to pray for as he ought.” If 
he were twenty years older, there would be no need of it; he himself could understand his 
condition and pray for himself. And this applies to the intercession of the Holy Ghost. If 
the saint were what he ought to be, and could pray as he ought, there would be no need of 
this intercession. But, being imperfect and beset by weaknesses, not knowing what to pray 
for, the Holy Spirit helpeth his infirmities, and prays for him. 

Christ intercedes for the body because He is the Head; even tho the prayers of the 
members were perfect and mature, He would still intercede with the Father in their behalf. 
But the Holy Spirit prays because the prayers of the saints are imperfect, immature, and in- 
sufficient. His prayer is, complementary and necessary, inasmuch as the saint can not yet 
pray as he ought; hence decreasing as the saint learns to pray more and more correctly. 

The intercession of the Holy Spirit is according to the saint’s condition, which is described 
in the seventh chapter of Romans. Surely, the Lord God might have been pleased to regen- 
erate the sinner in such a way as to deliver him at once and completely from sin, and from 
all the after-effects of his old nature; but He has ordained it otherwise. Regeneration does 
not effect such a sudden change. It does indeed change his state before God at once and 
completely, but it does not place him at once in a condition of perfect holiness. On the 
contrary, after regeneration it remains, on the one hand, “I delight in the law of God after 
the inward man” (Rom. vii. 22; but also, on the other, “I see another law in my members, 
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warring against the law of my mind.” (Rom. vii. 23) Hence the cry: “O wretched man that 
I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom. vii. 24) 

And the intercession of the Holy Spirit fully meets this condition. Ifin regeneration we 
became perfectly holy, without any infirmity, with perfect knowledge what we should pray 
for, there would be no need of this intercession. But, this not being so, the Holy Spirit comes 
to help our infirmities, in us to pray for us, as tho it were our own prayer. 

This last point must be emphasized. The Holy Spirit prays for men called saints; and it 
must be maintained that every regenerated person is a saint, his infirmities notwithstanding: 
a saint, not for what he is in himself, but because of the word of Christ: “Thou art Mine.” 
And these two conditions, (1) of being a saint, and (2) still unholy in himself, can not remain 
unreconciled. Wherefore the Sacred Scripture teaches that, altho we lie in the midst of death, 
yet in Christ we are holy; hence we have a holiness, yet not in us, but outside of us in Christ 
Jesus. “Our Life is hid with Christ in God.” And the same applies to our prayers. We are 
saints not only in name, but in deed. And therefore the prayers that ascend to the mercy- 
seat from our hearts must be holy prayers. It is the sweet incense of the prayers of the saints. 
But being unable of ourselves to kindle the incense, the Holy Spirit helps our infirmities, 
and from our hearts prays to God in our behalf. We are not conscious of it; He prays for 
and in us with groans that can not be uttered; which does not mean that He makes us utter 
groans for which we can not account, but that He groans in us with affections and emotions 
which may comfort us, but which have nothing in common with the sighing of our respir- 
atory organs. This is clear from verse 27, where St. Paul declares, that He that searcheth the 
hearts, knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit. 


Apart from the intercession of the Holy Spirit in our behalf there is also a work of His 
Person in our own prayers. 

The proportion between these two operations is different according to our different 
conditions. The child, regenerated in the cradle and deceased before conversion was possible, 
could not pray for himself; the Holy Spirit prayed therefore for and in him with groans that 
can not be uttered. But if the child had lived and was converted at a later age, it would first 
have been the prayer of the Holy Spirit alone; and after his conversion his own prayers would 
have been added. And, even after his conversion, he may become indifferent and fall into 
a temporary apostasy, so that his own prayer fails altogether; yet the prayer of the Holy 
Spirit in him never fails. 

Finally, according to the measure of his spiritual growth, his progress in prayer will be 
either slow or rapid. The Holy Spirit prays in us as long and in as much as we can not pray 
for ourselves; but at the same time He teaches us to pray, that gradually His prayer may be- 
come superfluous. This includes that when temptations threaten us of which we are ignorant, 
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or we are in the midst of assaults and conflicts which we fail to understand, the Holy Spirit 
immediately renews His prayer, and cries unto God in our behalf. 

But this should not be understood as tho the Holy Spirit teaches us to pray, that He may 
withdraw Himself altogether from our prayers. On the contrary, every prayer of the saint 
must be in communion with the Holy Spirit. In order to be more earnest in prayer we must 
sustain a more intimate communion. The more we pray alone and of ourselves, the more 
our prayer degenerates into a sinful prayer, and ceases to be the prayer of a child of God. 
Wherefore St. Jude admonishes us to pray in the Spirit. 

There is only this difference: when the Holy Spirit prays for us, He prays independently 
of us, altho in our own heart; but when we have learned to pray, altho the Holy Spirit con- 
tinues to be the real Petitioner, yet He prays with us and through us, and cries unto God 
from our lips. As a mother first prays for her child without his knowledge, and then teaches 
him to pray that by and by she may pray with him, so also is the work of the Holy Spirit. He 
begins with praying for us; then He teaches us to pray; and when we have made some progress 
in the school of prayer, then He begins to pray with us not only in us, but through us. This 
is the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry “Abba, Father”; but in such a way that at the same 
moment He testifies with our spirits that we are the children of God. 


For this reason the Lord said to the woman of Samaria: “The hour cometh and now is 
when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in truth.” (John iv. 23) The 
addition “in truth” had reference to the symbolic service of ceremonies in Israel. The land 
of Canaan was the type of heaven, Jerusalem of the inner sanctuary, and Zion was the throne 
of God; the bloody sacrifices of ram and heifer signified the remission of sin; the altar of 
incense was symbol of the prayers of the saints. All this was truly typical, but it was not the 
truth itself. Jerusalem was not the sanctuary of the Lord Jehovah, and Zion was not the 
mercy-seat. The truth of all this was and is in the heaven of heavens, and thus truth and 
grace came by Jesus Christ, even as its symbol and shadow had come by the law of Moses. 
After the coming of Christ, the prayers of the saints were to be separated from Jerusalem; 
wherefore Jesus said to the woman: “Jerusalem and Gerizim are out of the question; they 
belong to the dispensation of shadows; and that dispensation ceased with My coming into 
the world. Henceforth there will be no more worship in shadows; but a worship of the 
Father in actuality and in truth.” And this gives us the true interpretation of the addition: 
“in Spirit.” So long as the people depended upon the service of shadows, they looked upon 
external things as supports of their prayers. But, since it was to be a worship in truth, it 
needed the inward support which the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, offered them. 

The saint is a saint because he received the Holy Spirit, who took up His abode with 
him and inwardly married Himself to the soul. Every vital utterance proceeding from him, 
apart from the Holy Spirit in him, is foreign to his sonship and is sin. Only in so far as he 
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is moved and operated upon by the indwelling Spirit are his thoughts, words, and deeds the 
utterances of the child of God in him. 

And if this is true of the whole domain of his life, how much more of his life of prayer? 
After his conversion he often prays of himself apart from the Holy Spirit; but that is the 
prayer, not of God’s child, but of the old sinner. But when the communion of the Holy 
Spirit is active in his heart, and works in him both the impulse and the animation of his 
prayer, then it is truly the prayer of the child of God, because wrought in him by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Wherefore Zacharias combines the Spirit of grace and of supplication. It is the same 
Spirit who, entering our hearts, unlocks unto us the grace of God, enriches us with that 
grace, teaches us to realize that grace, and at the same time causes our thirst for that grace 
to utter itself in prayer. Prayer is the cry for grace, and can not be uttered until the Holy 
Spirit presents to the spiritual eye the riches of grace which are in Christ Jesus. And, on the 
other hand, the Holy Spirit can not cause these riches of grace to scintillate before the eye 
of the soul without creating in us thirst and longing desire for this grace; thus compelling 
us to pray. 

Or, to put it more comprehensively, the prayer of the saint requires three things: 

First, an insight into the riches of eternal redemption. 

Second, vivid impressions of his spiritual deadness and distress. 

Lastly, the earnest desire for lively fellowship with the unsearchable treasures of divine 
grace. 

And how can the holy presence of the Lord Jehovah be revealed to him in peace but by 
the Holy Spirit, entering into his heart? And how can he have a vivid realization of his 
spiritual distress except the Holy Spirit reveal it to him? And how shall he be so bold, out 
of that distress, to cry unto God in the fellowship of love except the Holy Spirit create 
boldness and confidence in his soul? 
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XLIII. 


Prayer for and with Each Other. 
“Confess your faults one to another and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” —James v. 16. 


Let our last article touch once more the key of love wherein the article preceding that 
of prayer was set. To speak of the Spirits work in our prayers, omitting the intercession of 
the saints, betrays a lack of understanding concerning the Spirit of all grace. 

Prayer for others is quite different from prayer for ourselves. The latter is indeed lawful; 
God even commands us “in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving to 
make our requests known unto God.” Yet it may contain refined egoism even tho it be fol- 
lowed by thanksgiving; hence to prayer is added intercession, that in prayer the breath of 
love may quench gently, yet effectually, remaining egoism, and lead us to the still holier 
prayer for the heavenly King and His Kingdom. 

Christ prays for us, but the Bride must also pray for her heavenly Bridegroom. David’s 
prayer for Solomon points beyond Solomon to the Messiah: “Give the King Thy judgments, 
O God” (Psalm lxxii. 1). In the Twentieth and Sixty-first Psalms the same thought is ex- 
pressed. However, this is not a prayer for His Person (for as such He is glorified already), 
but for the coming of His Kingdom, for the extending of His Name to the ends of the earth, 
for the gathering in of the souls of His elect. 

In the Lord’s Prayer, this most holy petition stands even in the foreground; for when 
we pray, “Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done,” (Luke xi. 2) we 
are inspired, not by love for self or for others, but by love for Him who is in heaven. It is 
true, we realize that the fulfilling of that prayer is most desirable for others and ourselves; 
still it is the love for God that stands here in the foreground. It is the summary of prayer 
eminently fitting the summary of the law: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.” (Matt. xxii. 
37) This is the first and great commandment. Then, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
(Matt. xxii. 39) And so in our prayer: first, for the cause of God, this is the first and great 
petition; then, prayer for the neighbor as for ourselves. Our prayer is the test of our relation 
to the first and great commandment. 

And what is the work of the Holy Spirit in the prayer of intercession? 

It is necessary here, for a clear understanding, to distinguish between a twofold interces- 
sion: (1) there is a prayer for the things that pertain to the body of Christ; and (2) another 
for the things that do not belong to that body, according to our impression and conception 
of the matter. 

Prayer for kings, and for all that are in authority, does not concern the things that pertain 
to the body of Christ; neither does the prayer for our enemies, nor that for the place of our 
habitation, for country, army, and navy, for a bountiful harvest, for deliverance from pesti- 
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lence, for trade and commerce, etc. All these pertain to the natural life, and to persons, 
whether saints or sinners, in their relation to the life of creation, and not to the Kingdom 
of Grace. But our prayer does concern the body of Christ, when we pray for the coming of 
the Lord, for a fresh anointing of the priests of God, for their being clothed upon with salva- 
tion, for success in the work of missions, for a baptism of the Holy Spirit, for strength in 
conflict, for forgiveness of sin, for the salvation of our loved ones, for the effectual conversion 
of the baptized seed of the Church. The first intercession has reference to the realm of nature, 
the second to the Kingdom of Grace. Hence in each of these two we must look for the bond 
of fellowship from which springs our prayer of intercession. 

For every prayer of intercession presupposes fellowship with them for whom we pray; 
a fellowship which casts us into the same distress, and from which we look for deliverance, 
and that in such a way that the sorrow of one burdens us, and the joy of another causes us 
to give thanks. Where such vital fellowship does not exist, nor the love which springs from 
it, or where these are temporarily inactive, there may be a formal intercession of words, but 
real intercession from the heart there can not be. 

With reference to the intercession in the realm of nature, the ground of this fellowship 
is naturally found in the fact that we are created of one blood. Humanity is one. The nations 
form an organic whole. It is a mighty trunk with leafy crown; the nations and peoples are 
the branches thereof, successive generations the boughs, and each of us is a fluttering leaf. 
Belonging together, living together upon the same root of our human nature, it is one flesh 
and one blood, which from Adam to the last-born child covers every skeleton and runs 
through every man’s veins. Hence the desire for universal philanthropy; the claim that 
nothing be alien to us that is human; the necessity of loving our enemy and of praying for 
him, for he also is of our flesh and of our bones. 

If we were like grains in a heap of sand, each grain might possibly send forth a sigh; but 
the mutual prayer of intercession would be out of the question. Being leaves, however, of 
the same tree of life, there is, apart from the groaning of every leaf, also a prayer for one 
another, a mutual prayer of the entire human life; “the whole creation groaneth.” 

But in the Kingdom of Grace the fellowship of love is much stronger, firmer, and more 
intimate. There is here also an organic whole, even the body of Christ under Him the Head. 
It is not one converted person independent of another, and the two united by a mere outward 
tie of sympathy; nay, but a multitude of branches all springing from the same root of Jesse; 
growing from the one vine; all organically one; saved and redeemed by the same ransom of 
His blood; proceeding from the one act of election; born again by the self-same regeneration; 
brought nigh by the same faith; breaking one bread and drinking from one cup. 

And let us notice it well, this unity is doubly strong; for it is not independent of the fel- 
lowship of nature, but added to it. They who become members of the body of Christ are 
with us created from the one blood of Adam, and with us they are redeemed by the one 
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blood of Christ. Hence there is here double root of fellowship. Flesh of our flesh, bones of 
our bones. Moreover, born from one decree; sealed by one baptism; joined together in one 
body; included in one promise; by and by sharers with us of the same inheritance. 

In this double fellowship of life is rooted the Jove which mutually unites the children of 
God, especially in their prayers of intercession, a union which appears sometimes in their 
mutual prayer. Vital fellowship does not spring from our love for the people of God, but 
that love springs from the fellowship of the life of grace, common to all His saints. That 
which grows not from one root, and, therefore, shares not the same life, can not attain to 
love in higher sense. Prayer for one another is born of the love to one another; and the love 
which unites us ascends from the one root of life upon which we all are grafted through 
grace, upon which by virtue of our creation from Adam we all were set. And thus the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the prayer of intercession will appear in clearest light. 

In the realm of nature, our vital power is from the Father, our human kinship through 
the Son, and the conception of that kinship from the Holy Ghost. Hence in the ordinary 
manifestations of benevolence, such as helpfulness in distress, friendliness in daily life, and 
the desire for social intercourse, it is the work of the Holy Spirit to keep alive in us the con- 
ception of our human kinship. It is true that sin has terribly disturbed this conception. Yet 
the Holy Spirit has not forsaken His work; but, when a man seeing a strange child drowning, 
and, without considering his own life, jumps into the water and saves him, then it is the 
constraining power of the Holy Spirit that must be honored in this heroic act of philanthropy. 

But much more apparent is the work of the Holy Spirit in the prayer of intercession 
which belongs to the domain of grace. For with reference to the fellowship of the body of 
Christ, it is again the Father from whom proceeds our redemption, the Son in whom we are 
united, and the Holy Spirit who imparts to us the conception and consciousness of this unity 
and holy fellowship. The mere fact of being chosen by the Father and redeemed by the Son 
does not constrain us to love; it is the act of the Holy Spirit, who, revealing to our conception 
and consciousness this wonderful gift of grace, opening our eyes for the beauty of being 
joined to the body of Christ, kindles in us the spark of the love for Christ and for His people. 
And when this double work of the Holy Spirit effectually operates in us, causing our hearts 
to be drawn to all that belong to us by virtue of our human kinship, and much more strongly 
to the people of God by virtue of our kinship in the Son, then there awakes in us the love of 
which the apostle says that it is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. 

And yet this is not all of the Holy Spirit’s work. Love can be tender without compelling 
one to prayer. This is evident from the universal love of benevolence. A man may rush into 
a burning building to save another from perishing by fire, while he is a perfect stranger to 
prayer for others. And, on the contrary, there are people who always talk of praying for 
others, who constantly enlarge the phylacteries of their own prayer of intercession, who 
ever say to others, “Pray for me,” and who would yet, in the hour of danger, quietly allow 
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us to drown or perish in the flames; who carefully guard their pockets lest mercy call upon 
them to assist us with their money. 

From which it is evident that there must be a connecting link between love and the 
prayer born of love. As soon as love begins to pray it is joined to faith; and by this union 
prayer becomes active. Love alone is not yet prayer. And the mere prayer of intercession is 
not the evidence of love. Then alone is there real intercession, when love, being joined to 
faith, constrains us to carry the object of love before the throne of grace. 

Let us, therefore, be careful in our prayers of intercession; especially when the person 
for whom we pray is present. For then there is danger lest our prayer in his behalf have the 
tendency to show him how much we think of him and love him, rather than constrain us 
to ask something for him of God. Methodism" has often sinned in this respect, and many 
a prayer has been desecrated by this insincere intercession. 

This shows clearly what is the additional work of the Holy Spirit in this respect: not 
merely that He quicken in us general faith, nor that He fan in us the flames of brotherly 
love; but that He also cause faith to join love in holy wedlock, directing them thus united 
to the brother for whom we are to pray. This is the object of St. Paul, when he desires that 
there shall be a fellowship of saints, not only in the gift of God, but also in the prayer of 
thanksgiving; not only for our sakes, but “That the abounding grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many rebound to the glory of God” (1 Cor. iv. 15). 

Just as in a drawing-room whose walls are lined with crystal mirrors the light of the 
chandelier is reflected not only by every mirror, but also from mirror to mirror, so that there 
is an endless reflection of the light, so also is it with reference to the prayer of intercession 
and thanksgiving in the body of Christ. In this chamber of glory Christ is the Light which 
is reflected in the mirror of the soul. But it is not sufficient that every soul-mirror receive 
the light, and reflect it in thanksgiving; but from mirror to mirror this glory of the Son must 
be reflected here or there until there is an never-ending scintillation of increasing brightness; 
and everything is baptized in the overflowing luster in which the Son glorifies Himself. 

And this leads us to speak of mutual prayer. 

Mutual prayer is intercession of the richest sort; for its value is enhanced by the con- 
sciousness of its being mutual. In ordinary intercession, one prays for another not knowing 
whether the other also prays for him, but in the mutual prayer, “I “ is turned into “we,” as 
in the Lord’s Prayer. It is no longer one wrestling before the throne of grace, but all together, 
thus giving expression to the unity and fellowship of the body of Christ. They cry from one 
distress; they bless Him for the same grace; they plead the same promise; they look forward 
to the same glory; they come to the same Father in the name of the one Mediator, leaning 
upon the same atoning blood. Then it is that the work of the Holy Spirit attains its highest 


14 See section 5 in the Preface for the author’s explanation of Methodism. 
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glory. Then He joins faith and love, not in one heart, but in many; then He opens the hearts 
and unites the souls of the saints; then He causes them to meet together in the audience- 
chamber of the Lord God, one people, a multitude of believers, who in their spiritual kinship 
reflect the unity of the body of Christ. 

Hence there is nothing so difficult as mutual prayer. Prayer in the closet is easy; to pray 
for others is not hard; but to pray with each other requires such exalted spiritual tone, such 
pure love, such clear perception of the unity of the body, as, alas! in the midst of this sinful 
life is rarely attained by large bodies of believers. And the leader, if he be indeed the 
mouthpiece of the people, has a very difficult task, and must himself be in a thoroughly 
spiritual frame of mind. 

Surely if the Holy Spirit left us to ourselves, every activity of faith, love, and prayer would 
soon be paralyzed. But, blessed be God! He knows our infirmity, and with divine pity He 
looks upon our painful helplessness. He is and remains the Comforter; His work is never 
ended. When we slept, having no oil in our lamps, He watched over our souls. When our 
love failed, He loved us just the same. When our faith became dull and faint, and prayer 
became dumb upon our lips, He prayed for us with groanings that can not be uttered. 

And this is His work continually. It is He that is the divine Bearer of every higher con- 
ception and holier consciousness in the children of men; He, the Spirit of the Father and of 
the Son, that exhibits all the riches of the Mediator to the Bride, making her eager to possess 
them; He that quickens the treasures of the Word by the spark of His holy fire, bringing 
them to the consciousness of the inward man. 

Blessed is the man to whom has been given a taste of the work of the Holy Spirit in his 
own experience. Blessed is the Church which in its service has proved the inworking of the 
Spirit of grace and of supplication. Blessed is he who, constrained to love by the love of the 
Holy Spirit, has opened his heart in thanks, praise, and adoration, not only to the Father 
who from eternity has chosen and called him, and to the Son who has bought and redeemed 
him, but also to the Third Person in the Holy Trinity, who has kindled in him the light and 
keeps it burning in the inward darkness; to whom, therefore, with the Father and the Son, 
belongs forever the sacrifice of love and devotion of all the Church of God. 
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Abraham, father of the faithful, 66 
Adam, and the regenerate, 274 
development of, 249 
federal head, 240 
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Adoration, 620 
Ambassador, minister of the Word, 341 
Ambrose, 242 
Anatomy, spiritual, 215 
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Apostles, 139 
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Blumhardt, 159 
Body, a temple of the Holy Spirit, 524 
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of Christ, the Church, 142, 203 
sanctification of the, 494 
Bohl, Dr., 218, 232, 234, 236, 237, 259, 261, 266, 312 
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Brain, the work of the, 625 
Breath of His mouth, 29 
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Bring, to, forth the work of the Father, 27 
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service of, 53 
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of interpretation, 134 
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Charismata, 180 
extraordinary, 188 
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prophetic, 159 
Childhood of Jesus, 95 
Children in the faith, 470 
work of the Holy Spirit in little, 290 
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Christ, 420 
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Counted, 362 

of God, 363 
Covenant, New, 49 

of works, 35, 49, 440 
Covenant, Old, 49 

relation, 337 
Creationism, 86 
Criticism, 64 
Cursing, 633 


David, 286 
Dead in sin, 304 
Death and life, 303 

dying to sin in, 450 

eternal, 104 

state of, outside of Christ, 458 
Decree, bringing forth, 15 
Default, 89 
Defection of the best most serious, 225 
Desire in Adam, 266 

in Christ, Dr. Bohl’s view of, 266 
Dinant, 408 
Dispensation, difference in, 572 

of the Holy Spirit, 113 
Disposition, 402, 415, 459 

holy or sinful, 457 
Dispositions, imparting of, 467 
Districts, difference in the character of adjacent, 601 
Divine nature of Christ, 105 
Divine-human, 327 
Doctrine, 432 

and life, 434 
Drawing of God, 341 
Dying to sin, 450 
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to the old man, 481, 483 


Economy, divine, 45 
Egoism in prayer, 631 
Egypt, significance of, 590 
Election, 16 
and foreordination, 285 
Enmity against Jesus, 614 
Epistles, local character of, 169 
lost, 170 
Ethicals, 155, 288, 320, 327, 328, 331, 363, 416, 418 
Eutychians, 330 
Eutychus, 329 
Evangelists, 172 654 
Exaltation of Christ, 107 
Exegetes, contemporary, 408 


Faith, 68, 538, 539, 540 
an extraordinary expedient, 415 
and hope, temporary character of, 542 
assurance of the consciousness, 389 
being and well-being of, 411 
being of, 389 
compared to spectacles, 416 
daughter of the Word, 395 
faculty, 296, 320, 394, 402, 404, 420 
formal act of, 395 
Hebrew equivalents of, 391 
historical, 420 
historical and saving, 391 
imparting of, 378 
in a person, 398 
in a testimony, 398 
in Christ, 392 
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in general, 378 
in God, 392 
in one, holy, Catholic, Christian Church, 577 
in the genuineness of the Scripture, 177 
in the heathens, 417 
in the sense of being persuaded, 393 
in the sense of certain knowledge, 423 
knowledge of, 423 
life of, in the Old Testament, 55 
manifestation of, 406 
not a lower kind of knowledge, 387 
not a new organ of sense, 415 
not the breath of the soul, 416 
object of, 397 
power of, 420 
quickening of, 59 
Faith, saving, only in the sinner, 415 
seat of, 391 
the exercise of, 59, 102, 400, 405, 420 
the gift of God, 407 
true, 393 
turned into sight, 542 
without the Scripture, 417 
works of, 499 
Fall, 235 
and rising again, 252 
Fanatical view of Scripture, 58 
Fatalism, 204 
Father, the fountain of all things, 19 
Fathers, confession of the, 549 
Flesh, 255 
and spirit, 227 
Foreknowledge of God, 209 
Forms of prayer, 623 


Gabriel, 80 
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Generation, eternal, 16 
Geniality, 41 
Gethsemane, 107 
Gift, charisma, doron, 180 
heavenly, 289 
of glottai, 133 
Gifts and talents of the Holy Spirit, 563 
losable, of the Holy Spirit, 120 
of the Spirit, 181 
official, ordinary and extraordinary, 187 
Glorification of God, 9 
Glory of God end of sanctification, 502, 503 
of God end of all things, 13, 22 
Glotta, 133 
Gnosticism, 253 
God all in all, 545 
God, sovereign, 207 
the fountain of all love, 513 
the holy, 449 
God’s being, indwelling works of, 15 
Golden bridle, 89 
Golgotha, 107 
Gomarus, 102, 106, 289 
Good conform to the divine law, 497 
Good works, 432, 457 
works in relation to sanctification, 496 
works prepared of God, 501 
Goodness absolute, 498 
of God, 276 
Gospel a savor of life or of death, 216 
Grace, active or saving, 290 
assisting, 289 
chain of the works of, 297 
covenant of, 49 
first and second, 294 
ordinary, 634 
particular, 635 
preparatory, 283 
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the kingdom of, 46, 48 
the work of, 208 
the work of, a unit, 208 
the work of, eternal, 210, 284, 285 
word of, 65 
Grafting, 311, 312 
Gratia preeveniens, preeparans, and operans, 291 
Greek, knowledge of, 409 
Groninger School, xvii., 167 
Guido de Brès, 57 
Guilt, inherited, 86, 87 
inherited, not imputed to Christ, 87 
Gunning, Dr. J. H., 328, 331 


Hagar, 534 
Hair-splitting, 18 
Handicraft, 38 
Hands, laying on of, of the apostles, 125 
Heart, new, 492 

outpouring of the, 527 

the Holy Spirit’s entrance into the, 530 
Heart, work of the, in prayer, 625 
Heathendom, 253 
Hernhutters, 329 
Holi-making and righteous-making, 440-442 
Holiness a disposition, 448 

and righteousness, 440-442 

imputed, 454 

Levitical and official, 448 

of God, 440 

original and derived, 454 

perfect, 247 
Holiness and holi-making, 453 
Holy, 486 

the regenerate, 639 
Holy Spirit, influence of the, 101 
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inworking of the, 101 

outpouring of the, 112 

power to perfect of the, 19 

president of ecclesiastical assemblies, 199 
Holy Spirit’s work distinguished, 18 

Hope, 140, 141, 538, 539 

Host of heaven and earth, 27 

Huguenots, 290 


Idealist, 381 
Illiricus Flacius, 275 
Illumination of believers, 152 


ordinary, 344 

Image and likeness synonyms, 221 
bearer of the divine, 240 
distorted by sin, 264 

in limited sense, 237 

of Christ, conforming to the, 243 
of God abiding forever, 263 

of God, dominion of the, 228 

of God ground of prayer, 628 

of God in man, 223 

of God, loss of the, 223 

of the Triune God, 221 
Image-worship, 241 

Incarnation, Dr. Bohl’s theory of the, 218 


Inclusi, 575 


Indwelling, 32 

everlasting, 547 

of the Holy Spirit, 23, 111, 522, 546 
work of man, 13 


Infection, 256 
Inspiration, 152 


not telephonic, 175 
the ethical theory of, 153 
the mechanical theory of, 149 
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the natural theory of, 150 
the Reformed theory of, 152, 153 
Installation of Christ to office, 98 
Instinct, 509 
animal, 33 
Intercession, 643 
of the Holy Spirit complementary, 638 
the work of the Holy Spirit, 648 
Interpretation of the Holy Spirit, 193 
official, 194 
Irvingites, 160 
Israel, 63, 67, 123 


Jabin, 592 
Jesus and St. Paul, 167, 168 
counted sin, 365 
the willingness of, 426 
Jews and Gentiles, 126 
Joel, the prophecy of, 129 
Junius, 79, 242 
Juridical, 357 


(Hebrew character), preposition, 232 

Knowledge, assent and confidence, 400 
based on faith, 386 

Kohlbrugge, xviii 

Kühnert, 412 


Law, fulfillment of the, 437 
of God, 454 
of the Lord, 271 
Laws in the kingdom of grace, 118 
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Lead, to, to destiny, 20 
Letter, knowledge, 423 
Life, 278, 291 
implanting of, 305 
of Jesus, 93 
translated into, 305 
twofold, 497 
word of, 67 
Life-principle, 26 
implanting of the new, 290 
in every creature, 25, 26 
preservation of the new, 295 
Logos, 136 
Love, 206 
a new, 570 
and hatred, 567 
and selfishness, 543 
and truth, 577 
communion of, with Christ, 536 
conflict of, 544 
first pure, 579 
from principle, 614 
God thirsting after, 205 
God’s Being, 513 
God’s claim, 270 
human, 511 
in the animal world, 509 
instinctive and moral, 509 
kinds of, 517 
manifested in the redemptive work, 518 
mingling of human and divine, 516 
natural, 509 
not merely victory over selfishness, 543 
of God, 200 
of Jesus, 566 
of the Holy Spirit is greatest, 532, 533 
original and derived, 517 
personal, of the Holy Spirit, 530 
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sense of, 518 

shedding abroad of, 527 

suffering of, 565 

the new commandment, 517 

the work of the Holy Spirit, 532 
Love, threefold form of, 513 

twofold working, 581 es 


victory of, 547 
Love’s quickening a work of the Holy Spirit, 517 
Love-life of the Trinity, 513 
Luther, 4 
Lutherans, 330 


Maccovius, 263, 294 
Mammon, 557 
Man, 222 
exaltation of man, 222 
old and new, 478 
rising of the new, 478 
significance of, 465 
sinless, destined for Christ, 243 
Manes, 254 
Manicheism, 253, 254, 364 
Maranatha, 558 
Marriage, 600 
spiritual, 631 
Martyrs, 569 
Materialism, 255 
Matter, 255 
Matthias, 162 
Mediator supported by the Holy Spirit, 110 
Medical treatment, 356 
Meditation theology, xv., 230, 410 
Mennonites, 83 
Mercy to the poor, 557 
Metaphor, 322 
Methodism, 46, 143, 288, 300, 471 
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Minister of the Word, 341 

of the Word a guide, 379 
Miracle of tongues, 133 

of tongues in the apostolic churches, 134 
Miracles, 68, 69 

faith to work, 421 
Modern theory of “new commandment,” 570 
Monothelites, 320 
Moral nature of man, 200 
Morale of the rabbis in Old and New Testaments, 571 
Moravians, 329 
Moses, 77 
Motherhood, 509 
Mothers, weak and wise, 165, 166 
Motive principal part in morals, 502 
Mysteries, revelation of the, completed, 166 
Mystic union, 124, 322, 458 

five stages of the, 335 
Mysticism, false, 486 

pantheistic, 465 
Mystics, 330 


Nabi, 70 

Natural gifts, 39 

Nature, being and well-being of human, 264 
change of human, 312 
corruption of human, 265 
fallen, 84 
human, imperishable, 265 
partaker of the divine, 333 
working of sin in the human, 265 

Neo-Platonism, 254 

New commandment, 570-574 

Noah and his eight, 67 

Nothing, man is, 465 
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Obedience to the Word, 588 
Office, 39, 182 

of believers, 183 
Old Testament, 50 
Omnipotence of God, spiritual, 203 
Omnipresence of the Holy Spirit 119 
Omnipresent working of God, 581 
Oosterzee, Dr. Van, 541, 542 
Organic union of the race, 34 
Origin of things, 20 
Original rectitude, 49 
Outpouring, 528 


Pantheism, 328 
Paradise-promise, 63 
Passion, sinless, 236 
Passions controlled, 493 
Passivity, normal and abnormal, 339 
Paul, Saint, 145 
Paul’s apostleship, 162 
Pelagians, 465 
Pelagius, 289 
Pentecost, 112 
miracle, 112 
signs not symbolic, 129 
signs real, 128 
Perfectionism, 468 
Person sanctified, the, 490 
Personal petitions, 629 
talent, 38 
Personality, 37 
Pharaoh and Moses, 590 
and the Messiah, 591 
hardening of, 591 
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significance of, 590 


Pietism and Pietists, 474 
Practise, evil, of Christians, 599 


Praise, hymn of, 621 

Prayer, 618 

bodily exercise in, 623 

forms of, 623 

high-priestly, 143 

kinds of, 619 

not an acquisition of later years, 629 
of the unconverted 629 

talking with God, 620 

the drawing of the impressed image, 630 
the fruit of love, 631 

the Lord’s, 632 

the nature of, 632 

Preaching, 473, 486, 564, 606 

dry and monotonous, 212 
vagueness in, 379 


Preexistence, 76 


Pride, spiritual, 610 
Prophecy, work of, 55 
Prophets, 73 


Punishment, 272 
Pura naturalia, 228 


Recreation, 43, 44 


history of the work of, 51 
not reformation, 48 


Reformation, 373 


Remains, a few, 223 


Resurrection, 92 
Revelation, 65, 76 


people of the, 54 
Right, 355 
divine, 271 
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Subject Index 


sense of, 357 
Righteous-making, 453 
Righteousness and holiness, 440, 444 
indicates relation, 444 
loss of original, 88 
of faith, 273 
original and derived, 89, 222, 229, 246, 273, 274, 445 
vindicated, 49 
Rock of offense, 615 
Rome, 227, 266 


Sabbath, 49 
Sabbathists, 53 
Sabellian error, 44 
Sacraments, 318 
Sacrifice, voluntary, 105 
Salvation Army, 129 
words and facts of, 65 
Sanctification 8, 211, 411, 449, 455 
a commandment, 486 
a dogma, 431 
a duty, 435 
a gracious gift, 458, 459 
a mystery, 435 
a work of God, 486 
an extraordinary work of the Holy Spirit, 508 
an ingrafting of the law, 499 
and justification, 440 
caricature of, 475 
degrees of, 470 
gradual, 461 
guaranty of, 461 
in Arminian sense, 451 
Sanctification, no, for sinless Adam, 248 


objection to, 475 659 
of the body, 495 

of the heart, 437 

perfect, 469 
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Subject Index 


sinners the only subjects of, 461 
the divine demand of, 438 
the necessity of, 435 
when complete, 437 
Satan, Manes’s theory of, 255 
Satan’s sufferings, 10 
Schleiermacher, 320 
Scotland, 601 
Scripture, authority of, 78 
emasculating the Sacred, 604 
excellency of Sacred, 56 
infallibility of Sacred, 153 
instrumental use of the, 59 
necessity of, 169 
not a collection of certified documents, 174 
Sacred, 418 
Sacred, a mystery, 5 
Sacred, a testimony, 398 
Sacred, God’s image, 58 
Sacred, in human tongue, 62 
the record of the redemptive work, 62 
Secularizing of Christ, 93 
Seed, incorruptible, 292 
Self-denial, 502 
before God, 504 
Self-rejection, 399 
Self-restraint, 189 
Semi-Pelagian, 288, 393 
Shadows, service of, 53 
significance of the, service of, 53 
Simplicity of God, 276 
Sin, 24, 88, 216, 271 
against the Holy Spirit, 608 
against the Holy Spirit, fear of, 610 
and guilt, 268 
corruption of, 261 
corruption of absolute, 448 
Sin, corruption of, in human nature, 263 
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essential, 304, 477 
essentially privative with positive effects, 262 
immaterial, 252 
is unrighteousness, 258 
origin of, 254 
Sinlessness of Jesus, 84 
Sitting at the right hand of God, 110 
Socinus, 227, 228 
Sodom, 602 
Son, builder, 21 
person of the, 97 
Soul can not be dissolved, 281 
humbling of the, 568 
image, 220 
immortal, 279, 281 
life and death of the, 279 
life-principle of the, 279 
the seat of consciousness; 627 
Sovereignty of devine love, 519 
of God, 41, 355, 366, 434 
of the Holy Spirit, 8 
Spain, 601 
Speaking, 71 
of God, 71 
to the people, 37 
Spirit and being, 29 
human, 118 
of slumber, 582 
Stages, three, of the Holy Spirit's work, 24 
Standpoint, wrong, 8 
State, 249, 361 
of rectitude, 247 
original, 231, 247 
Status and condition, 250 
determining of one’s, 362, 363 
Stock or block, 205 
Stone of stumbling, 615 
Strigel, Victorinus, 275 
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Symbolism, 275 
Symbols, 128 
Synod of Jerusalem, 170 


Tables of the law, 492 
Talents, 181 
Tertullian, 242 
Testament, New, 50 
Testimonium Spiritus Sancti, 419 
Thanksgiving, 620 
Theology, new, 29 
Thesis, antithesis, and synthesis, 327 
Thomas Aquinas, 89 
Time-faith, 421 
Traducianism, 86 
Trichotomy, 491 
Trinity, 211, 444, 513 
in the Old Testament, 28 
no modality, 15 
Triumph of Christ, 9 
Twelve, 158 


Unitarians, 16 

Unity of believers, 526, 553, 563, 646 
of Old and New Testaments, 572 

Ursinus, 229 

Utrecht novelties, 410 


Veni, Creator Spiritus, 43, 211 
Vocation, 41 


Will, 403 
change of, 493 
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yielding of the, 348, 529 
Wisdom, worldly, 253 
Witzius, 395 
Work of the Father, 517 
of the Holy Spirit, 8, 9, 95, 211 
in Christ, 102, 107 
in comforting, 532 
in creation, 22 
in prayer, 618, 636 
in the miracle of tongues, 133 
not vicarious, 499 
Working of the Holy Spirit, individual, 52 
invisible, 25 
inward, 119, 120 
organic, 52 
outward, 119, 120 
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180 
203 
226 
249 
272 
295 
319 
342 
365 
388 
411 
434 
457 
480 
503 
526 
549 
572 
593 
618 
641 


112 
135 
158 
181 
204 
EFI 
250 
273 
296 
320 
343 
366 
389 
412 
435 
458 
481 
504 
527 
550 
573 
596 
619 
642 


87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 


113 
136 
159 
182 
205 
228 
251 
274 
297 
epal 
344 
367 
390 
413 
436 
459 
482 
505 
528 
Fal 
574 
997 
620 
643 


114 
137 
160 
183 
206 
229 
252 
273 
298 
322 
345 
368 
391 
414 
437 
460 
483 
506 
529 
592 
579 
598 
621 
644 


115 
138 
161 
184 
207 
230 
253 
276 
299 
323 
346 
369 
392 
415 
438 
461 
484 
507 
530 
593 
576 
599 
622 
645 


116 
139 
162 
185 
208 
231 
254 
277 
300 
324 
347 
370 
393 
416 
439 
462 
485 
508 
53l 
554 
577 
600 
623 
646 


117 
140 
163 
186 
209 
232 
255 
278 
301 
325 
348 
371 
394 
417 
440 
463 
486 
509 
532 
599 
578 
601 
624 
647 


118 
141 
164 
187 
210 
233 
256 
279 
302 
326 
349 
372 
395 
418 
441 
464 
487 
510 
533 
556 
579 
602 
625 
648 


119 
142 
165 
188 
211 
234 
257 
280 
304 
327 
350 
373 
396 
419 
442 
465 
488 
511 
534 
597 
580 
603 
626 
649 


120 
143 
166 
189 
212 
249 
258 
281 
305 
328 
351 
374 
397 
420 
443 
466 
489 
512 
535 
558 
581 
604 
627 
650 


121 
144 
167 
190 
213 
236 
259 
282 
306 
329 
352 
375 
398 
421 
444 
467 
490 
513 
536 
559 
582 
605 
628 
651 


Lee 
145 
168 
191 
214 
ZF 
260 
283 
307 
330 
353 
376 
399 
422 
445 
468 
491 
514 
597 
560 
583 
606 
629 
652 


123 
146 
169 
192 
213 
238 
261 
284 
308 
331 
354 
377 
400 
423 
446 
469 
492 
515 
538 
561 
584 
607 
630 
653 


124 
147 
170 
193 
216 
239 
262 
285 
309 
332 
359 
378 
401 
424 
447 
470 
493 
516 
539 
562 
585 
608 
631 
654 


125 
148 
171 
194 
217 
240 
263 
286 
310 
333 
356 
379 
402 
425 
448 
471 
494 
517 
540 
563 
586 
609 
632 
655 


126 
149 
172 
195 
218 
241 
264 
287 
311 
334 
357 
380 
403 
426 
449 
472 
495 
518 
541 
564 
587 
610 
633 
656 


593 


